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ADVERTISEMENT 



TO 



THE SECOND EDITION^ 



Tj^ROM a diffidence of his own abilities, 
994 ironx ptber motives not ih well 
founded^ tbe Author of the following Let- 
ters thought it expedient, in theFirft Edition, 
to .throw a iligbt veil over the real fituadon 
in which they were written : he imagined 
alfo, that by thia means fome reflections, 
particularly thofe on gaming, might he in- 
troduced more naturally, and with a ftronger 
efFeft. But having been affured by thofe of 
whofe friendfliip and judgment he is equally 
convinced, that the affumed chara£ter and 
K feigned fituation in the two firft letters gave 
an kir of fidlion to the real incidents in th<i 
reft of the work, he has iiow reftored thofe 
two letters to their original form* 
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New Editions of the following Worksj by the 
fame Author ^ have been lately priblt/bed. 

A VIEW of SOCIETY and MANNERS in ITALY : 
With Anecdotes relating to fome eminent Cha« 
RACTERS. 2 Vols. 8vo, Pricc 148. 

ZELUCO. Various Views of Human Nature, taken 
from Life and Manners^ foreign and domeftic. 
2 Vols. Price 14s. 

EDWARD. Various Views of Human Nature, takea 
from Life and Manners, chiefly in England. 2 Vols. 
Price 1 8s. 

MEDICAL SKETCHES, In two Parts. iVol.8vo. 
Price 78, 



ADVJERTISEMENT 



TO 



THIS EDITION. 






'T^HE late Revolution in France has been 
confidered as a proof, that an erroneous 
idea of the fentiments of the French na- 
tion on the fubje6t of Government^ is con- 
veyed in this work. 

It ought to be remembered, however, 
that the Firft Edition appeared in the year 
1779, between which and the year of t&p 
Revolution 1789, there is as long an inter- 
val as that in which nations of. a more 
fteady charader than the French, have 
changed their political fentiments and con- 
dua. , - 

A traveller who pafled thrdugh England 
in the year 1 649, ^ould . give a very dif- 
ferent 
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ferent account of the general bias of poIi«^ 
tical opinion, from what would be given by 

•I 

anotBer who lived in the fame country at 
the year of the reftoration ; and yet both 
accounts might be juft* 

What a very oppofile torn (}id the na- 
tional fentiment on the fubjed of Govern- 
ment again take towards the end of the 
reign of Charles the Second, when RufT^I 
and Sidney fulFered; and afterwards, when 
the feeds of liberty, which thofe patriots had 
fown, came to maturity, and produced the 
Revolution. 

Opinions, as well as manners, are con- 
tinually varying j all that an obferver can do, 
is to catch ^them living as they rifi^ and 
defcribe them as they are ; not as thpy will 
be when they alter, or die. 

Thofe who are acquainted with what the 
prevalent manners and opinions of the 
French were, when thefe Lettas firft ap- * 
peared, will perhaps do the Author the 
juftice to fay, that the view he lias given is 

pretty accurate. . 

But 
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But Fratice had not then formed an al- 

« 

liance with America ; French armies, and 
fleets, fraught ^yith American opinions, and 
zealous to diSufe them, had not returned 
to their native country ; nor did the Author 
fbrefee their influence, when (Irengthened 
by thofe writings on Government, which 
ilTued frqun the French prefs about the fame 
time, with a freedom unknown before. 

Although he could not forefee thofe com- 
bined eaufes, nor their efFeds, yet no man 
would have had more fatisfadion in a view 
of the deftru£lion of defpotifm in France, 
and in tlie hope that a fair and rational 
fyftem of freedom would be eftablifhed in a 
country fo rich in tafte, fo fertile in fancy, 
•and which had fo long fufFered from the 
complicated oppreflions of its government* 
This fentiment, it is natural to think, he has 
in common with thofe liberal-minded in- 
habitants of this ifland, who have a juft 
fenfe of the blefling of a free government j 
a bleflSng wrefted, by the perfevering efforts 

of 
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of their anceftors, from the reludhint hands 
of tyranny. 

That to rejoice in tHe overthrow of a 
neighbouring ftrufture of defpotifm, implies 
in Britifh fubjeds a wifh to injure that well- 
poifed fabric of freedom^ raifed by the wif- 
dom and cemented by the blood of their 
anceftbrs, is an idea which can arife only in 
the brain ofidiotifm, and be only promul- 
gated by the tongue of malevolence. 

With regard to thofe fcenes of injuftlce, 
horror, and barbarity, that have of late been 
a£ted in France, and which difgrace the 
name of freedom, and revolt the heart of 
humanity, it is hoped there is but one fen-* 
timent in Britain and Ireland* 
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JMY LORD DUKE, 
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A LTHOUGH eflablifhed pradice 
^jCjL niight, on this pccafion; juftify 
my holding a language to your Grace 
which I never before yfed, yet you 
have no|hing of that kind to fear; 
it is as inconfiftent with my difpofi- 
tion to offer adulation, as it is con- 
trary to yours to defire it. — Nor does 
Vol. L a this 
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I '^ this addrefs proceed from a vain be- 

' lief that the lullre of your name will 

{ difpofe the Public to wink at the 

blemiflies of my performance. The 
higheft titles do not fcreen even thofe 
to whom they belong from contempt, 
when their perfonal charac^lers are 
contemptible ; far lefs <:an they fhelter 
the dulnefs or folly of others. 



I am prompted to offer this Viet^ of 
Society and Manners to your Grace, by 
fentiments of the moll fincere efteem 
and attachment ; and, exclufive of all 
confiderations of that nature, it is pre- 
fented with peculiar propriety to you, 
as no other perfon has had equal op- 
portunities of knowing how far the 
objedts it comprehends are'^juft, arid 
faithfully drawn from nature. ^ 

Some 
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Some perhaps may imagine, that I 
iliould have difplayed more prudence 
in oiFering this work to a lefs com- 
petent judge ji but I am encouraged 
in my defire of prefixing your Name 
to thefe imperfeft fketches, by the 
fond perfuafion, that nobody can be 
more inclined to afford them the in- 
dulgence of which I am fenfible they 
fland in fo much need. 



I have the honour to be, with the 
moft refpedlful and cordial regard, 

YOUR GRACE'S 

Moft obedient, and 

obliged Servant, 
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l*"X:2'^ WAS greatly difappointjed by your 
jj5^ I jL not corning to town, as you ^m- 
hJS^M tended, having been for fome time 
impatient to inforpi you of what pafled 
between your yoiing friend — rp ar^d raej 



-Cf ■ -* »• 



r relied, trll the moment of oyr departure 
©n having an opportunity of doing this 
perfonally. Since our arrival ^t Paris my^ 
time has been taken up with certain in- 
Vol. I. B difpenfable 
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^ /difpenfable arrangements for the Duke of 
y, Hamilton, and I now feize^ the firft occa* 
fion of communicating the whole to you, in 
the only manner at prefent in my power. 
./ You will wmeqiber the yneafmefs you 

once exprefled to ine on account of that 
gentleman's propenfity to gaming, and of 
the incohveniencies to which he had b^en 
put by fome recent loflesj you will alfo 
remember the irefolutions which^ in confer 
quence of your requeft, he formed againil 
play ; but you have yet .to learn, that He 
refumed the dice before the month was 
ended in whi^Qh hfc had deitjeritiinecf never 
to touch them more, and concluded one 
unfortunate night, by throwing aw^g^ % 
funi far exceeding any of his i farmer 
rofles. 

Afhamed of his weaknefs, he carefully, 

concealed his misfortune from yoi?, and 
tliereby has been fubjefted to fome diftrpfles ^ 
of a more mortifying nature than .any. he 
liad formerly felt, 
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What {hocked Him moft, was a cir- 
cumftance which v<iU not greatly aftonim 
you — the indifference whith many, who 
call them felves his friends, fliewed at his 
fituation, and the coldnefs with which they 

excufed themfelves from making any at- 
tempts to relieve him from his difficulties. 
Several to whom he had advanced con- 
fideratble fums in the days of his good for- 
tune, declared a perfeft* inability of repay- 
ing any part of their debt ; they told fom^ 
fad tale of an unforefeen accident, whicH 
had put that* entirely out of their power fof 
the prefent; yet one of thofe unfortunate 
gentlemen, the fame evening that K^e refufedi 
to repay oui* friend, loft double the fum, 
every farthing of which he adually paid* ill 
ready money. 

Mr. *s expetftatrons from thofe re- 

fources having in 2L great meafure failed, 
lie applied to Mr. P^— iri the Citf, who 



fupplied him with rfioney at legal intereft, 
fufficrent tb'deai^ ^all' his debts, for which 

■ :'A B2 • ' • -"he 
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he has granted him a mortgage on his 
eftate. — While our young friend informed 
me . of all this, he declared, that the re- 
morfe he felt on the recolledion of his folly 
was infinitely greater than any pleaLure he 
had ever experienced from winning, or 
could enjoy from the utmoft fuccels. He 
exprefled, at the fame time, a ftrong fenfc 
of obligation to you and to me, for our 

m 

endeavours to wean him from the habit of 
gaming, regretted that they had not been 
fooner fuccefsful, but was happy to find, 
that he ftill had enough left to enable him 
to live in a -decent manner, agreeable to a 
plan of otconomy which he has laid- down, 
and to. vyhich he is refolved to adhere till 
the mortgage is relieved. " I have no>v 
** (added he in a fplemn manner) formed 
•• an ultimate refolution againft gaming for 
^^ the reft of my life; if I ever deviate fron» 
^* this, you have a right to confider ine as 
*• devoid of manly firmnefs and truthj' un^ 
** worthy of your friendflaip, and the wgakeft 
** of mortals." ^ j^pj. 
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Notwithftanding the young gentleman's 
failure, on a former^ occafion, yet the juft 
reflexions he' made on his pad condudl, and 
tke: determined mann^ in which he fpoke,* 
giTe rme great hopes that he will keep hi^ 
prefeat refolution. — To him I feemed fulljf 
perluaded of this, and ventured to fay, 
that I could fcarcely regret his laft run of 
bad luck, which had operated fo blefled an 
cfFed ; for he who has the vigour to difen- 
tangle himfelf from the fnares of deep play, 
at:, the cxpence of half his fortune, and 
with hi$ chfiiradker entire, may on the whole 
be efteemed (i fort una teaman, I therefore 
iftfifted ftrongly on the wifdom of his plan, 
which I contrafted with the ufual deter- 
mination of thofe who have been unlucky . 
al; play. Without fortitude to retrench their 
<tx.penQes, or bear their firft misfortunes, 
they can only bring themfelves the length 
of refolvin^g to renounce gaming as faqn as / 
tJfey Jhall regain nvbaf thty have i^; ?ind 
ima^laing ihey hav6 flUl a claim to: the / 

B 3 money 
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n^oney /which is now in th^ pockety pf 
others, becauf^ it was once in their owh^ 
they throw ^way their whole . fortune in 
fearqh of an inoontidi^ble part, and. ftnifli: 
l^y being completely ruined^ becaufe they 
c^uld not fupport a f mall iaconvenience. I. 
pointed QUt^ how infioit^ly more honour- ; 
able, it was to depend for repairing- his for- 
tune on his own good.fenfe and perfeve*^ 
ra0ce, than on the revolutions of chance; 
lyhich, even if they fhould be favourable; 
could only re-dlabli(h him at the cxpence 
pf others, moft probably of thofe who had 
no hand in occafioning his loiTes. His 

infeparable companion " j ■ entered 

while I wa&jin the «maddle of my harangue; ^/jfA^cK 
QUr friend, who had pre vioufly acquainted' 
him with' his; determination of renouncing^ 
gaming," endejkyoured to prevail on thM 
gentleman to adopt the fame meafure', but 
in vain^ - ■■ ■ ■ ■ laughed at his propofal, 
fiiidi *' be -^as too «afily tegfified; th^V 
^ 6ne Iderable tun of go6d'^ft]^ufae would • 
\'^. ) - ■] -^ " retrieve 



(€ 
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"l'€trleV€ his affairs ; that my fears about 
*^ tai«i were mere feugbears; that the word 
" mifiy like cannon charged with powder, 
bad ah alatmingTohncI, but was attended 
with ho dinger; that if the wofft fhould 
happen, I could but be ruined ; whith 
•^ was dbly being in' the fame utuatioa 
*• with fome of the moil faftilonable peoj^le 
" in the nation/* 

He then enumerated many ihftances of 

■ ' » 

thofe who lived as xvell as the wcallhieft 
men in England, and yet every bod^ pfo- 
nounced them ruined. ^^ Inhere is Charles 
** Fox^ added he, a man completely ruined ; 
** yet beloved by his friends, and admired 
" by hh country as* much at ever/^ 

To this fine reafoning T replied, '^ That 
* the lofs of fbrtune could not ruin Mr; 
** fox J that if nobody had been influenced 
** by that gentleman's example, except 
*^ thofe who pbfleffed his genius, his turn 
^* for play would never Kurt one man 
** in the kingdbra; but that thofe who 
i B 4 " owed 
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" ovye.d their iGoport^n^efotcly to their, for- 
tuue< ought not to riik it fo wantonly as 
he might do, whofe fortune had always 
" been of little importance, when com* 
" pared with his abilities.; and fvnce^they- 
** could not imitate Mr. Fox in thfe things 
" for which he was fo juftly applauded, 
" they ought not to follow his example in- 
•* thofe for which he was as juftly con- 
^ demned ;* for the fame fire which barns 
a piece of w6od to afhes, can only melt 
a guinea, which ftill retains its intrinfic 
" value, thou^ bis Majejiys countenance 
" no longer Jhines en it.^^ 

* ■ did not feem to relifli my. , 

argument, and fdon after left us; but our 
young friend feemed confirmed in his re- ' 
folutions, and gave me freOi affurances, tbei 
day on which I left London, that he never 
would vary. 

Knowing the intereft you take in his 
welfare, and the high efteem he has for 
you, I have thought it right to give you this 

piece 
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piece of information, which I know will 
afford you pleafure. His greateft difficulty 
in adhering to the new adopted plan will 
be at firft -, in his prefent ftate of mind, the 
Toothings and fupport of friendfhip may be 
of the greateft fervice. 

When your affairs permit you to go to 
London, I dare fay you will take the earlleft 
opportunity of throwing yourfelf in his 
way : You will find no difficulty in perfuad- 
ing him to accompany you to the country. 
Removed' for fome months from his pre- 
fent compainions and ufual lounging places, 
the influence of his old habits will gradu- 
ally diminifli; and, confirmed by your con- 
verfation, fmall chance will remain of his 
being fucked into the old fyftem, and again 
whirled round in the vortex of diifipatioa 
and gaming. 
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LETTER II. 



Pani. 

X/OUK felting out for London imtne- 
diately on the receipt of my letter, 
k what might have been expedted. — No- 
thing renders 1 man fo aflive a$ ati eager 
defire of (Joing good; and I might have 
forefeen'that you would catch at the op^ 
portunity with which I furnilhed you to 
indulge a ruling paflion. 

It gives me great fatisfadion to know, 
that our young friend and you are upon 

r » 

fuch a confidential footing; and t heartily 
hope that nothing will interrupt a connec- 
tion which muft be a fource of pleafing re- 
fledion to you, and in every way advan- 
tageous to him. — I had no doubt that he 
would readily agree to accompany you to the 

14 country; 
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country; but I was not fb certain that, he 
might not have found it necef&ry to accept 
of your other very friendly propofiL — Hia 
refufal is a proof, that he has reconciled hia 
mind to his circumftahces: and with th.o£a« 
fentiments, I am convinced that he v«fiU he? 
able to live within his remaining yearly 
income "with more fatisfadlion than ha 

I ■ ■ ' » 

enjoyed when be fpent five times that 
fum> 

You infifl: fo much^ on my writing to 
you regularly, from the different places 
where I may refide during my abfence froiyx 
England, that I begitj to believe you are iu 
earneft, and fliall certainly obey your com- 
jnandSf 

, I Jknow you do not expert from me a 
minute account of churches and palaces* 
How^ev^r agreeable thefe may be to the 
fpeaatqr, they genet^lly afford but a flen- 
der entertaiomeat whea fefved up m de* 
fcriptioo. * - . ,M 



•^ ' 1 I * « ' 
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There are countries, fome of which t 
may again vifit before my return to Eng- 
land, whofe appearance always ftrikes the 
eye with delight; but it is diiEcuIt to 
•<onvey a precife idea of their beauties 
in words. The pencil is a more powcifut 
vehicle than the pen for that purpofe ; 
for the landfcape is apt to vanifli from 
the mind before the defcription can be 

read. 

The manners^ cuftoms, and characters 

of the people . may probably furnifh the 
chief materials in the correfpondence 
you exa£t, with fuch reflexions as may 
arife from the fubjedl. In thefe, I ap- 
piife you before-hand, I fhall take what 
latitude I pleafe: And though the com- 
plexion of my letters may moft probably 
receive fome tint or (hade of coloutlri^ 
from ihe country wTiere they may be 
wrote j' yet if 1-tafce it into my heaid td 
infift on the little tricks of an attorney, 
wiMlnfyou expert to hear of the politics 

of 
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of a prime minifter; or, if I tell :you a 
tale about an old woman^ when you arc 
impatient for anecdotes of a. great general, 
you rauft npt fret or fall into a paflion;. 
for if you do not permit me to write on 
what fubjeds I pleafe, and treat them in 
my own way, the correfpondence you re- 
quire would become a fad flavery to me,l 
and of cocifequence no amufemenl to you,. ^ 

Whereas, if y-ou leave me free and unrc- 

* ■ ' . . 

ftrained, it will at leaft form ibme occupa- 
tion to myfelf, may wean tne from the 
habit of lounging, and will afford an ex- 
cufe, in my own mind, for my ieavipg 
thofe parties of pleafure where people are 

apt to continue, forcing fmiles, and yawn- 

. • ' <f 

ing fpontaneoufly for two or three hour$ 
after all relifli is fled. . , 

Yet in this difmal condition many re-, 
main night after night, becaufe the hour of 

« 

fleep 16 not yet arrived; — aad whatj elfe 

can thfiv dp? , . 

Have 
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* Have you never found yourfelf in thif 
liftlefff fituation? Without any pleafore 
where you ate, without any motive to be 
gon«, you remain in a kiiid * of paffivc^ 
gaping oyfter-ftate, till the tide of the 
company moves, you to your carriage. 
And when y6u recover your reflection in 
your bed-chaBftbfer, youi find you have 
paiT^ the two laft hours in a kind of bunt-^^ 
mixig buzzing ftupor^ witboul: fatisfa£kioQ^ 
or, ideas of any. kind. - 

I thank you for your offer ofDupoiin 
Knowing your rejgard for him, and his* 
dexterity and intelligence in the fcience of 
Valet- de-chambrefhip, I fee the full fofce 
of the facrifice you are willing to make. 
If I could be fo felfifli on another occafion 
as to accept your offer, the good-will I 
bear to your old friend John would pre- 
vent me at prefent. Dupont, to be fure, 

• . * • 

is vi-orth twenty of John for that employ- 
iheht: but I can never forget his long at- 
tachment, and I am now fo habituated t& 

him, 
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him, that one generally efteemed a more 

perfeft fervant would not fuit me fo well. 

I think myifelf benefited even by his de- 

ficiencies, which have obliged me to do 

many things for myfelf that other people 

perform by the hands of their fervants. 

'Mauxy of our acquaintances feem abfolutely 

ijacapable of .nvotion, triU they have beea 

# * 

yround up l^y their valets.. They have no 

moBc ufe of th^ir ba»ci$' for any^ office 

about thejr own perfons,( than if tbej waci 

^ajalyticu ^t ni^ht thi^y muft w^it £on 

liheir fcmrvts^ b^foi:e they caa nn^r^qfe 

tfeemfelve^ ^d go to bed; In the mpriv* 

ijpig, if the vaJiet happens tp be out pf %l^ 

way, the mafter muft. i^eqiain helpl^fa and 

ipcawUng^ la lyed, like a turde^ on it$: bacfe 

ypAfii tl^^c k;ltchea- table of afi alderaa^fm.. 

IjDemaio, && 



\ 



/ 



t$ 



VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 



r - 1 



LETTER III. 



m 

T \^eht a few nights fince to the Italian 
' Gomedy; while 1 enjoyed ihe-exquifite 
ndiwteo^ niy old friend Carlin^ the Mar- 
qms" de F — =-^, whom you have ften at* 
London, entered the box: — He fle*w to me 
'with all the vivacity of a^ Frenchman, and 
with every mark 6f pleafure atid regard. 
He had • ten thoufand queftibns to afk 
about his friends in England all intone 
breathy and without waiting for an anfwer. 
Montl^er ami this, ' ma chere amie t other; 
la belle fueh^airone, Ua charmante fuch 
another. 

Perceiving we difturbed the company, 
and having no hopes that the Marquis 
would be more quiet for fome timci I pro- 

pofed 
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poSed leatrng the Comedy. He affented 
iinmeiKateiy : — Vbus sLvcz raifoh: il n'y 
a perfonne ici; c'eft tni defert-^by the 
way the bbure Wm very mudh crowded)—* 
Je fttis Teftu iJO^mme Vous vojrez ei^ po-*^' 
Ufiqn ;— tout le - monde eft an Coliffee-— 
AUotis^.— We ftepped into his vis-4-visl 
He ordered the coachman to drive vite 
comme* toils lea diables. The horfes went 
as faft ias they oouidy and the Marquis's 
tongue ftill fader Chan they i 
: When wc arrived| I propbfed going up 
to the gallery, where we might fee thd • • 
company bclow^ atid converfe without in- 
tenruptba. Bon, fays he, nous noud 
meherons dam un coin ppiir dritiquer 
tout k moode^ comme deux diables boi-^ 
teui.; 

. A kdy of a fine fhape and majeftic aix? 
drew "my attention: I alked the Marquis 
if he did not think her remarkably hand- 
fome?-^La, La^ faid he, coldly. — Nous 
fommes heufeuiememf places pour elle. 
^OL. I. C C'eft 
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Cell un tableau fait pour 6tre vu de Imn« 
—I then took notice of the exceifive white- 

nefs of her fkin, Ceft apparemment le. 

gout de fon amant d'aujourd'hui, faid he; 
ct quand un autre fe prefentcroit qui prefe- 
reroit la coleur de puce, a Taide d'ua peu 
d'eau chaude, elle feroit auffi fon afiaire* 

I next remarked two ladies drefTed a 
little, beyond the extravagance of the> 
mode. Their features betrayed the lap*, 
proach of fifty, in fpit^ of all the art which 
had evidently been ufed to conceit that 
hated age. 

At fight of tbein the Marquis ftarted up. 
Ahl jp ju-blieUf faid he, ces deux xnor- 
ceaux 4'3ntiquit6 font de mes parentes.--*- 
Excufez moi pour deux minutte: il faut 
que je m'approche d'elles, pour les icli- 
citer de leurs appas. Old ladies, 6onti* 
nued he, who have the rage to be thought 
young, are of all animala the moft vin- 
didive when neglef^ed, and I have par- 
ticular reafons for wiihmg to remain in 
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their good graces. He then left me, and 
having walked round the circle with the 
ladies, returned and took his feat. I have 

got myfelf well out of the fcrape, faid he j^ 

> • 

I told them T was engaged with a Milord^ 
ttfhbnl I (hoiild have the honour of pre- 
fenting at their houfe, and I fixed a young 
officer with them, whofe beft hopes of pro* 
inotibn depend upoii their influence at 
court, and whb dareis as foon quit his co* 
lours ' in battle^ ks forfake tbefe two pieced 
af old tapeftry, till they chufe to retire. 

A young man very magnificently drefTed 
l&nttfed thb rbionv: He announced his im^ 
{K)rfancd by hid. alts, hlB buAle, the loud 
and decifive time of hi& voice; The Mar- 
tinis told me it was Monf. le Due de ; 

that' it was indifpenfably neceflary that I 
Ihould be prefetited to him; rUbcre was no 
living in Port^ without that advantage; 
^dding,-^-^Il eft un peujat^ itlfiniitaent bfite, 
d^ailleurs le meilleur ctifaAt du mpnde. 

^ *- * * • • • . » • » 

i.--^ Ca A fine 
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A &np fa^y next appeared, wh© kernel 
10 cqmtnand the admiration of the wholf 
gflfembly. Sfh^ floated round the drele of 
jhc CpiH.ffei, /lirrounded by a clufter of 
Petits M^it^e^^ whofe eyes were fixed oq 
h^^ ap,d ffibp fepmed to move by hej motion 
like fateliites under the iofiiience of theif 
planet. She, on her part^. was perfedkly 
Cerene, afid uoembarr^iT^d by the attention 
^nd th.e fjQ^ q{ th^ rpe<3;2^|ors. She fmil^d 
ti) one^ nodded to another,^ Ihruggfld to/ 4 
third, ftruelp at fourth yi^ith her fan, bnrfl:* 
into a fe o-f laughter to, a; fifth, and, wbif- 
pcred in the ear of a fixth* AU thefe, a.nd » 
thoufand tticka.more, Ihe jan thi^ough witlji 
^he cafe of an adrefst and th§ rapidity of ^ 
^pggkr. She ftemed fwUy perfuaded that 
JflDe..wa^ tffe only perfpn pfeftnt worthy qf 
vaitenticxn?:ithj|t it belpnged to her to dev^r 
:lop her charms,. idifplay her graices %i^4 
airs, and that it was the part of th^reyft of 
the cOtmpany to rexnaio atteotiye 49d at|r 

miring fpedkators* 
;. " /. . • , Cette 
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Cette droleffe la, faid the Marqfuis, 
eft jolie, et pour cette ralfon cm croiti* 
qu'elle a de Tefprit: Oa a mcme tache de* 
repeter fes bonis mots ; mais il« ae font fails 
qiie pour fa 'boiiche. £lle eft befiificou0 
plus vaine que fenfiblc, grand fouticn p xMt: 
fa vertu! au refte, elle eft tlamd de qnalke^ 
a la fj^veur de quoi elle poifede uq gout 
de hafdiefle (i heurcujt, qu'elle joiiit du 
benefice de relFronterie fans ^re elFron* 
tee* 

I was furprifed to find all thid fatire dU 
reded agatnft fo beautiful a wonban, and 
fufpeded that the edge of F>^ - ■ ' 's re^ 
marks was Sharpened by fome reefeht piquei 

I was going to fally him on that fa|>pofitl6n) 
when he fuddenly ftarted up,' • faj^in^, Vdilcl 
Monf. de , le meifleur de.ttiei ihrie.-i-^ 

II eft aimable; on ne pei^t pM plusu^tl 4 
de Tefprit comme tin d^mcn.n— fl-fiur qw 
TOUB le c6nnoiffie2# Alldngi*^i^f)efcetfddntfi 
So faying, he hurried nie do^%^ ftaifs, pffe^ 
fented me to Monf. de — ^-^ a« uttphilofoph* 

C 3 Anglois, 
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Anglois^ who underftood race-horfes better 
than the great Newton himfelf, and who 
had no averfion to the game of Whift. 
Monf. de ' i" ■ received me with open arms^ 
and we were intimate friends in ten mi-^ 
^tes. He carried the Marquis and me to 
fup at his houfe, where we found a nuv 
merous company. 

The converfation was checirful and ani-? 
mated. There were fome very ingenious 
men prefent, with an admirable mixture of 
agreeable women, who remained to the 
lafty and joined in the converfation even 
when it turned on fubjeds of literature; 
vpon which occafions £ngli(h ladies gene- 
rally imagine it becomes them to remain 
filent. But here they took their {hare 
without fcruple pr hefitatiop. Thofe who 
underftood uny thing of the fubje£t dell** 
wrjed their t^ntiments with great precifion, 
ai^d more gntce than the men ; thofe who 
Imew nothing tif the matter rallied their 
QWn igqpraQce in fuch a fprightly manner, 

as 
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as conviaced every body, that knowledge 
is not neceflfary to render a woman exceed- 
ingly agreeable in fociety. 

After paffing a moft delightful eveningt 
I returned to my lodgings, my head un- 
difturbed with wine, and my fpirits un- 
jaded by p^y. 
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. , Paris, 

^IX7E have been it month at Paris; a 
longer time than was intended at our 
arrival : yet our departure appears to me 
at a greater diftance now than it did then. 

F — '. — has been my moft conftant com- 
panion; he is univerfally liked, lives in 
the very beft company, and whoever is in-^ 
troduced by him, is fure of a favourable 

\ reqeptioq. I found little or no difficuby in 
excufing myfelf from play, The Marquis 

; undertook to make this matter eafy; and 

r 

nothing can be a greater proof of his in- 

\ fluence in fome of the moft falhionable 

i circles, than his being able to introduce a 

j man without a title, and who never games, 

He is alfo intimately acquainted with 

fome of the moft eminent men of letters, 

%Q vvhom lie has made ipe knowQ* Many 
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of tbofe, whofe works you admire, are re- 

« 

ceired at the houfes of the firft nobility x^oi 
the moft liberal footing. 

You can fcarcely believe the icflu^ilM 
which this body of men have in the gay 
and diffipatcd city of Paris. Their opinions 
not only determine the merit of wotka df 
taile and fcience^ hut they have Qoniidcr^ 
able weight on the manners and ientiments 
of people of rank, of the public in general^ 
and confequently are not without eSe^ on 

tlie meafuf eS' of gpyernment^ 

-, The fame thing take^^ place ia fome de* 
gree in moil countries of Europe; but, if 
I am not miftaken, more at Paris than any 
where elfe ; because men of lettersr are hetc 
^t once united to each other by the varioua 
academies, and difiufed among private fo^ 
cieties/ by the manners a^d general tafte of 

the nation. ... 

As the fentimentsr and converfatiod of 
men of letters influence, Xo a certain de- 
gree, the opinion^aad the con(^u6t qF the 

fafhionable 
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fafhtonable world j the manners of thefe' 
laft have a more obvious effed: upon the 
air, the behaviour, and the convcrfation of 
the former^ which in general is polite and 
cafy; equally purified from the awkward 
timidity contradtcd in retirement, and the 
difgufling arrogance infpired by univerfity 
honours; or church dignities. At Paris, 
the :pedahts of Moliere are to be feed on 
the flage only. 

In this country, at prefent, there are 
many men diftingullhed by their learning, 
who at the fame time are cheerful and eafy 
in mixed company, unprefuming in argu-^ 
hient, and in every rcfpe£t as well bred as 
thofe who have no other pretenfion. 

Politenefs and good manners, indeed, 
I may be traced, though in different propor- 
tions, through every rank, from the great- 
cft of the nobility to the loweft mechanic. 
This forms a more remarkable and diflin- 
guilhing feature in the French national 
charader, than the vivacity, impetuofity, 

and 
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add ficklenefs, for which the ancient as well '> 
a6 the modern inhabitants of this country / 
have been noted. — It certainly is a very I 
fingularphaenomenon, that politenelsi which 
in. every other country is confined to people 
of a certain rank in life, (hould here per- 
vade every iituation and profeflion. The / 
man in power is courteous to his dependant^ , 
the profperous to the unfortunate, the very 
beggar who folicits charity, does it * en 
* homme comme il faut;' and if his requeft 
be not granted, he is fure, at lead, that it 
^ill be refufed with an appemnc^ of fau^ 
m^nity^ and not with harfhnefs or infult. 

A ftranger^ quite new and unverfed inx 
their language, whofe accent is uncouth 
and ridiculous in the ears of the French, 
and who can fcarcely open his mouth 
without making ^ blunder in grammar or 
idiom, is heard with the moft ferious at- 
tention, and never laughed at, even when 
he utters the oddefl folecifm or equivocal 

gxprcfljon. . 

lam 
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I am afraid, faxd I, yefterday, to a trinch 
gentleman, the phrafe which I ufcd juft 
now is not French. Monfieur, replied hfe, 
iette expreffioh efFedivetaent n*eft j^as 
Fran^oife, mais elle merite bien de Tfitre. 
. Tht moft diaring deviation from fafliibn, 
in the important article of dtefs, cannot 
make them forget the laws of good-breed- 
ing. When a perfon appears at the public 
^alks, in clothes made againft every law 
of the mode, upon which the French arc 
fuppofed to lay fufch ftrefs, they do not 
gaze or fncief' it him ; they allow him firft 
to pafs, as it were, unobferved, and do hot 
till then turn round to indulge the cufio- 
fity which his uncommon figure may hav^ 
Excited. I have remarked this inilance of 
delicacy often in the ftreets in the loweft 
bf the vulgai*, or rather of the common 
people; for there are really very few bf 
the natives of Paris, who can be called 
vulgar. 

There 
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There are exceptions to thefe, as to all 
general remarks on the manners and cha- 
rafter of any nation. 

I hare he^nrd inftaiicc^ of the military 
treating poftillions and inn- keepers with 
injufticej and the feigneur or intendant 
oppreffing the peafant. Examples pf thy? 
abufe of ppwer^ and infolence pf office, are 

to be met with every "where* If they are 

' J' » ■ ' ■ ■ ' 

toIerate4, the fault lies in the government* 

I hav? not been fpeaking of the French 
government. Their natiqnal: char^der is 
one thing.^ the nj^tyre of theic government 
is a very differeot matter* But I am con- 
vinced there i^ no country in. Europe where 
royal favovu;, bigh birth, and tbe miUtary^ 
jMofeffioin, could, be allowed, fuch privileges 
as they have in l;ra,nce, and. where there 
would be fo few i^nftances of their pro- 
ducing rc^ugh and brutal behaviour to in- 
.feriors. 
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LETTER V. 

Paris* 

A Candid Englifhman, of whatever rank 
in life he may be, muft fee with in- 
dignation, that every thing in this kingdom 
is arranged for the accommodation of the 
rich and the powerful; and that little or 
no regard is paid to the comfort of citizens 
of an inferior flation* This appears in a 

thoufand inftances, and ftrikes the eye im* 
mediately on entering Paris^ 

I think I have feen it fomewhere re^ 

marked, that the regular and efiedual man- 

... • - ' 

ner in which the city of London is lighted 
at night, and the raifed pavements on the 
fides of every ftreet for the fecurity and 
conveniency of foot paflengers, feem to in^ 
dicate, that the body of the people, as well 
as the rich and great, are counted of fome 
importance in the eye of government. 

Whereas 
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Whereas Paris is poorly and partially light- 
ed J and except on the Pont Neuf and Pont 
Royal, and the keys between them, is not 
provided with foot-ways for the accom- 
modation and fafety of thofe who cannot 
afford carriages. They muft therefore 
grope their way as they bed can, and 
ikulk behind pillars, or run into . fhops, 
to avoid being* crufhed by the coa^ches, 

which are driven as near the wall as the 

' , • • • 

coachman pleafes; difperfing the people 
ton foot at their approach, like chaff before 
the witid. 

It muft be acknowledged, that monarchy 1 
(for the French do not love to hear it called 
defpotifm, and it is needlefs to quarrel with 
them about a word) is raifed in this coun- 
try fo very high, that it quite lofes fight of 
the bulk of the nation, and pays attention 
only to a few^ who, being in exalted ftations^ 
come within the Court's fphere of vifion, 

; Le peuple, in France, is a term of re- 
' preach. Un honvme du peuple^ implies 

II a want 
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a want of both education and* manners 
Xln Komme comme il lajit, on the other 
hand, does not imply a man of fenfe of 
principle, but fimply a man of birth of 
fafhioD \ for a man may be homme commQ 
il faut, and yet be devoid of every qua- 
lity which adorns human nature. Ther^ 
is no queftion tjiat government leaver th« 
middle andt infericjr ranks* of life* in fora« 
degree unpi:ot$<a;?d aad eijpofed to the, ia- 
juftice and infojence of the great j who arc 
confidered an this cQ^atry,, ^ fpiriewbAt 
above the law, though greatly hWoW th« 
Moiiarch. 

, Bijt the polUhe^ mildnefe <A French 
^j^^apqr^, the g^y and fociahl? turn of the 
ijatlan, the aff^bl^ and eafy cpndua of 
'li^a|fter$ to their fqrvants, fupply ;thQ defir 
.ciences^ and correft the errors,, of the 
gpvernpient, ^n.4 refi(^er the, condition of 
the, common pe 'ph in France, but par- 
ticularly at Paris, better than In , feveral 
Qttxet countries, of £urojpe j a!>d puch more 

tolerable 
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tolerable than it would be, if the national 
ph^radier refemble4 that of thofe countries. 



I was interrupted by Lord M. who ar- 
rived laft night. He agreed to dine with 

us. F * called foon after: he was 

difengaged alfo, and promifed to be of the 
party. 

You know how laborious a thing it is to 
keep alive a« dialogue with my'' Lord M. 
The converfation either degenerates into a 
foliloquy on your part, or expires alto- 
gether. I was therefore exceedingly happy 
with the thoughts of the Marquis's com- 
pany. He was uncommonly lively ; ad- 
drefled much of his converfation to his 
Lordfhip; tried him upon every fubjedt, 
wine, women, horfes, politics, and religion* 
He then fung Chanfons a boire, and en- 
deavoured in vain to get my Lord to join 
in the chorus. Nothing would do. — He 
admired bis clothes, praifed his dog, and 

Vol. L D faid 
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faid a thoufand obliging things of the Eng- 
lish nation. To no purpofe : his Lordfhip 
kept up his (ilence and referve to the laft, 
and then drove away to the opera. 

Ma foi, faid the Marquis, as foon as he 
went out of the room, il a de grands talens 
pour le lilence, ce Milord la. 



MANNERS IN FRANC£> &c. 3; 



LETTfiR VI. 



Paris. 

tN a former letter, 1 mentione d goo d 
breedings as a ftriking part of the French 
national charadien Loyalty, or an uncom- 
mon fondnefs foi", and attachment to, the 
perfons of their princes, is another* 

An Englilhman, though he views the 
virtues of his king with a jealous eye during 
his reign, yet he will do them all juftice in 
the reign of his fucceflbr. 

A German, while he is filent with re- 
fpedl to the foibles of his prince, admires 
all his talents, much more than he would 
the fame qualities in any other perfon. 

A Turk, or Perfian, contemplates his 
Emperor with fear and reverence, as a fu« 
perior being, to whofe pleafiire it is his duty 

D 2 to 
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to fubmit, as to'thc laws of Nature, and the 
will of Providence. 

But a Frenchman, while he knows that 
his king is of the fame nature, and liable 
to all the weaknefles of -other men; while 
he enumerates his follies, and laughs as he 
laments them, is neverthelels attached to 
him by a fentiment of equal relpe£t and 
tendernefs; a kind of afFedionare prejudice, 
vindepehdent of his real character. 

Roi * is a word which conveys to the 
minds of Frenchmen the ideas of benevo- 
lence, gratitude, and loVe; as well as thofe 
of power, grandeur, and happinefs. 

They flock to Verfailles every Sunday, 
behold him with unfated curiofity, and 
gaze on him \vith as much fatisfa&ion the 
twentieth time as the firft. 

They confider him as their friend, though 
he does not know their perfons ; as their 

♦ We tranflatc le-Roi, by * the Mng/ which is by n<> 
means equivalent. Le Roi does hlmfelf, and makes otheis 
do, what he pleafes. The king cannot do what be pleafes, 
but does what others pleafe. 

protestor. 
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protedor, though their greateft danger i^ 
from an Exempt or Lettre de C achet ; ^«d 
as their benefador, while they a^fe oppreifed 
v^ith taxes. 

They magnify into importance his pioft 
Indifferent adions; they palliate and excufe 
all his weaknefles ; and they impute his 
errors qr crimes, to his minifters or other 
evil counfellors, who (as they fondly aflert) 
hav^e, for fome bafe purpofe, impofed upon 
his judgment, aqd perverted the undeviat- 
ing risditude of his intentions. 

They repeat, with fond applaufe, every 
faying of his which feem^s to indicate the 
fmalleft apprpach to wit, or eyep bears the 
mark of .ordinary fagacity. 

The moft inconsiderable circumftance 
which relates to the Monarch is of import- 
ance : whether he eat much or little at din- 
ner; the coat he wears, the horfe on which 
he rides, all afford matter of converfation 
in the various focieties at Paris, and are the 
moft agreeable fubjeds of epiftolary cor- 

D 3 refpondence 
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refpondcnce with their friends in the pro- 
vinces. 

If he happens to be a little indifpofed, all 
Paris, all France, is alarmed^^ as if a real ca- 
lamity was threatened; and to feem intereft- 
cd, and to converfp upon any other fobjeft 
till this has been difcufTed, would be con- 

fidered as a proof of unpardonable indif- 
ference. 

At a review, the troops perform their 
monoeuvres unheeded by fuch of the fpec- 
tators as are within fight of the King. 
They are all cngrofled in contemplation of 
the Prince*-^ — -Ave?-vou8 vu le roi ? > 
Tenez — ah ! — voila le roi — Le roi rit. — • 

Apparemment il eft content*— Te fuis char- 

• fcods 
me,r— ah, il tpufle ! — A't-}1 tou{R ? 

Oui, parbleu ! et bien fprt — Je fuis au 

d6fcfpoir. 

At mafs, it is the King not the Prieft, 
who is the obyeft of attention. The Hoft 
is elevated J but the people's eyes remain 

fixed 
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fixed upba the face of their beloved Mo-^ 
narcfa. 

Even the moft applauded pieces of the 
theatre, which in Paris create niore emo- 
tion than the ceremonies of religion, can 
with difficulty divide their attention. A 
fmile from the King makes them forget the 
forrow of Ajidromach^ and the wrongs of 
theCid. 

This exceffive attachment is not. confined 
to the perfon of the monarch, but extendg 
to every branch of the royal family ; all of 
whom, it is imagined in this country, have 
an hereditary right to every gratification and 
enjoyment that human nature is capably 
of receiving* And if any caufe, moral or 
phyfical, impede or obftrudt this, they meet 
with univerfal fympathy. The moft trivial 
difappointment or chagrin which befals 
them, is confidered as more ferious and 
afFeding, than the moft dreadful calamity, 
which can happen to a private family. It 
is lamented as if the natural order of things 
r P 4 werp 
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were couhteraaed, dud the ataiable Prinigt 
or Princefs deprived, by a cruel pb^fto* 
menon, of that fupreme degree of happi- 
hefs, to which their rank in life gives them 
an undeniable title. 

All this regard feems rfeal, and not af- 
fedled from any motive of intereft ; at leaft 
it muft be fd with refpeft to the bulk of 
the people, who can have no hopes of ever 
being khow;! to their princes, far lefs 
of evet receiving any perfonal favour from 
them. 

The philofophical idea, that Kings hav6 
been appointed for public conveniency} 
that they are accountable to their fubjefl^ 
for mal-adminiftratioti, or for continued 
afts of injuftice and dppreflion ; is a doc- 
trine very oppofite to the general prejudices 
of this nation. If any of their kings werd 
to behave in fuch an imprudent and c'tit^ 
rageous manner as to occafion a revolt, and 

if the infurgents aCtoally got the better, 

t 

I queftion if they WOirM tbink of new-^ 

modelling 
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modelling the government, and limiting thii 
power of the crown, as was done in Btitain 
M the Revolution, fo as to pre^edt the like 
abufes for the future. They never would 
think of going further, I imagine, Aaa 
placing another prince of tfeft Bourbon 
family on the throne, with the far6€''|iower 
that his predeceflbr had, and then quietly 
lay down their arms, fatisfied with his 
royal word or declaration to govern with 
more equity. 

The French feem fo delighted and 
dazzled with the luftre of Monarchy, that 
they cannot bear the thoughts of any qua- 
lifying mixture, which might abate its vio- 
lence, and render its ardour more benign. 
They chufe to give the fpendid machine 
full play, though it often fcorches and 
threatens to confume themfelves and their 
ieflPeas. 

« 

They confider the power of the king, 
from which their fervitude proceeds, as 
if it were their own power. You will 

hardly 
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hardly believe it ; but I am fure of the 
faft : They are proud of it ; they are .proud 
that there is no check or limitation to his 
authority. 

They tell you with exultation, thai the 
king has an army of near two hundred 
thoufand men in the tiqne of peace. A 
Frenchman is as vain of the palaces, fine 
gardens, number of horfes, and all the pa- 
raphernalia belonging to the court of the 
Monarch, as an Englifhman can be of his 
own houfe^ gardens, and equipage. 

When they are told of the difFufion of 
wealth in England, the immenfe fortunes 
made by many individuals, the affluence of 
thofe of middle rank, the fecurity and eafy 
fituation of the common people ; inftead 
of being mortified by the comparifon which 
might naturally occur to their imaginations, 
they comfort themfelves with the reflexion 
that the court of France is more brilliant 
than the court of Great Britain, and that 
the Duke of Orleans and the Prince of 

Conde 
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C!onde have greater revenues than any of 
the Englifh nobility. 

When they hear of the freedom of de- 
bate in parliament, of the liberties taken in 
writing or fpeaking of the condu^ of the 
king, or meafures of government, and the 
forms to be obferved, before thofe who ven- 
ture on the mod daring abufe of either can 
be brought to punifhment, they feem filled 
with indignation, and fay with an air of tri- 
umph, C'efl: bien autrement chez nous; Si 
le Roi de France avoit affaire ^ ces Meflieurs 
la, il leur apprendroit a yivre,. And then 
they would proceed to inform you, that, 
parbleu ! their minifter would give himfelf 
no trouble about forms or proofs; that fuf- 
picion was fufficient for him, and without 
more ado he would fhut up fuch impertinent 
people in the Baftile for many years. And 
then railing their voices, as if what they faid 
were ^ proof of the courage or magnanimity 
of the minifter — Ou peutetre il feroit con- 
damner ces dr61es la aux galeres pour la 
vie* 
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LETTER VIL 



Paris. 

TT would be almoft fuperfluous to obferve, 
that there are a great many people in 
France, who think in a very different man- 
ner from that which I have mentioned in 
my lafl;, and who have juft and liberal ideas 
of the defign and nature of government, 
and proper and manly fentiments of the 
natural rights of mankind. The writings of 
Montefquieu are greatly admired : This 
alone is fufficient to prove it. Many later 
authors, and the converfation of the philo- 
fophical and reafoning people, difplay the 
fame fpirit. 

What is mentioned in my laft letter, 
however, comprehends the general turn 
or manner of thinking of the French na- 
tion. 
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tion, and ^vtoces how very oppofite their 
fentiments upon the fubje£t of civil govera* 
merit are, to thofe of our countrymen. 

I have heard an Englifhman enumerate 
the advantages x}f the Britifh conftitutiod 
to a circle of French Bourgeois, and explain 
10 them in what manner the people of 
their rank of life were proteSed from th^ 
infolence of the courtiers and nobility; that 
the pooreft ihop-ikee^er, arid loweft tradef^ 

man in England^ could have immediate re** 
drelfifor any injury done him by the greateft 
fioble<mun in the kingdom. 

W^ll) what imprefSon do you think this 
declamation had iipon the French auditory f 
You will naturally imagine they would ad- 
mire fueh a conftitution, and wtfh for the 
fame in France :-^Not at all. They fym- 
pathized with the great : They feemed to 
feel for tbeir want of importance.- One 
obferved, Ceft peu de chofe d'etre noble 

I chez 
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chez voas : and another, ihaking his head, 
added, Ce n'eil pas naturel tout cela. 

When mention was made that the king 
of Great Britain could not impofe a tax by 
his own authority ; that the confent of par- 
liament, particularly of the houfe of com- 
mons, was neceiTary, to which aifembly 
people of their rank of life were admitted ; 
they faid with fome degree of fatisfadion, 
Cependant, c'eft affez beau cela. But when 
the £ngli(h patriot, expediting their com- 
plete approbation, continued informing 
them, that the king himfelf had not the 
pQVirer to encroach upon the libc^rty of the 
meaneft of his fubjeds ; that if he or the 
minifter did, damages were recoverable 
at a court of law, a loud and prolonged 
DIABLE iflued from every ihouth. They 
forgot their own lituation, and the fecurity 
of the people, and turned to their natural 
bias of fympathy with the King, who they 

all 
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all feeemed-^ to think muft be the moil op':^ 
prefled and injured of mankind. 

One of them at laft, addreiling himfelf 
to the Englifh politician, faid, Tout ce quQ 
je puis VOU8 dire, Monfieur, c*eft que votre 
pauvre Roi eft bien a plaindre. 

This folicitude of theirs for the happi* 
nefs and glory of royalty extends in fome 
degree to all crowned heads whatever : But 
with regard to their own Monarch, it feems 
the reigning and darling paflion of their fouls^ 
which they carry with them to the grave. 

A French foldier, who lay covered witti 
wounds on the field of Dettingen, demand-* 
cd, a little before he expired, of an Englifh 
officer, how the battle was likely to termi- 
nate ; and being anfwered, that the Britifh 
troops had obtained a great victory j Mon 
pauvre Roi, faid the dying man, que fera- 

t-il ? 

For my parr, my friend, although I 

heartily wifh his Majefty all public and do*- 

meftic 
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Hifsftic happine^, yet if the fmalleft ColicU 
tude about either (hould difturb my dying 

moments, it will be the ftrongeft proof that 
my Qwn affairs, fpiritual and temporal, your 
concerns, a^ well as tbofe of my other private 
friends, are iq a moft comfortable fitu^tion. 

Adieut 

P. S. 1 have not fcen the Marquis for 
feveral days. He had informed me, at 
our very firft meeting, that he was paying 
bis court to a young lady of family at his 
mother's defire, who was impatient to fee 
him married. He faid, he could refufe 
his mother nothing, parcequ'elle etoit le 
meilleur enfant du monde: Befides, he 
faid, the youpg lady was very pretty and 
agreeable, and he was over head and ears 
in love with her. He has told me fince, 
that every thing was arranged, and he 
cxpedted tobe in a (hort time the happieft 
man in the world, jEind would have the 

honour 
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honour of prefenting me to his bride very 
foon. I (hall let you know my opinion of- 
the lady when I fee her— -But let her be 

what (he will, I am forry that F ':■" 

thinks of marrying fo «arly in life j for a 
Frenchman of five-and-twcnty is not quite 
fo fedate an animal as an Engliihrnan of 
fifteen. 



Vol. L 



50 



VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 



LETTER VIII. 



- - • ^ ' - Pans«» 

TpHERE IS an abfolute penury of pub- 
lie news. I have nothing particular 
to inform you of concerning myfelf ; but 
you hold me to my engagement : So here 
I am feated to write to you, and (hall re- 
fume the fubjed: of my laft letter, in hopes, 
however, that my pen may gather mate-> 
rials as it moves. 

In whatever light this prejudice In fa- 
vour of monarchy may appear to the eye 
of philofophy ; and though of all paflions 
the love of a King, merely becaufe he is a 

« 

King, is perhaps the fiUieftj yet it furely 
ought to be confidered as meritorious by 
thofe who are the objeds of it. . _ / 

No 
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No people exifting, or who did ever exift, 
"have had fo juft a claini to the gratitude 
and aflfedions of their fovereign, as the 
French; They rejoice in his joy^ are grieved 
at his grief, proud of his power, vain of his 
accomplilhments, indulgent to his failings. 
They cheerfully yield their own conveni- 
encies to his fiiperfluities, and are at all times 
willing to facrifice their lives for his glory. 

A King, one would imagine, muft be a 
perfect monfter of felfifhnefs and infenfir 
bility, who did not love fuch fubjedts, and 
who did not beftow fome time and atten- 
tion to promote their happinefs: Yet the 

» ' ■ " • 

French nation has not had a Monarch v\^6r- 
ihy of all thi^ regard fince the days of 
Henry IV. and of all their kings they ufed 
him the worft. 

Of the three brothers who immediately 
preceded him, the firft was a fickly crea* 
ture, as feeble in mind as in body; the 
fccond, a monfter of fuperftition and cruelty j 
atid the third, after a dawn of feme bright- 

E % ^efS| 
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nds, allowed his meridian to be obfcured 
by the grofleft clouds of effeminacy and 
voluptuoufnefs. Their Italian mother, who 
governed all the threci feems to have been 
perfedly unreftrained by any feelings of 
humanity or of confcience, and folely guid* 
ed by motives of interell) and the mofl: 
perfidious policy. 

The princes who have fucceeded, as well 
as thofe who reigned before the fourth 
Heary^ ferve as foils which difplay his 
bright qualities with double luftre. 

Notwithflanding all the inducements 
which the French kings have to promote 
the happinefs of their fubjeds, it may be 
many centuries before they are bleffed with 
one who fhall have that paffion in fuch ^ 
high degree. 

A character in which the great and ami* 
able virtues are fo finely blended^ is very 
rarely produced in any nation. How fmalt 
then mud be the chance that this prize 
{ball faH to the individual who is def^ 

tined 
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for the throne ? Henry received^ an 
edneation very different from that which is 
generally beftowed on Kings. Hii cha- 
radler was formed in the hardy fchool of 
adver&y ; his mind was llrengthened by 
continual exertions of courage and pru* 
4ence« He was taught humanity by fuf» 
ferlng under the rod of tyranny, and ex- 
periencing the pangs of the unfortunate. 
Having frequently ftood in need of friends, 
he knew the value of their attachment, and 
his heart became capable of friendfhip. 

Difficulties and dangers often ftrike out 
particles of genius which otherwifc might 
remain latent and ufelefs, and contribute to 
the formatlpn of a vigorous charader, by 
animating thofe fparks of virtue which a 
life of indolence would have completely 
extinguiihed. 

Thofe people who, from their earlieft in- 
fancy, have found every thing provided for 
them, who have not much ambition, and 

E 3 con- 
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confequently are feldom excited to • an^r 
great exertion of their faculties, generalljr 
feel their faculties dwindle and grow weak^ 
for the fame reafon that a man's arms 
would become gradually feeble, and at 
length perfedly ufelefs, if he were to 
Wicar them in a fcarf for any confiderable 
time* 

That the faculties of the underftanding, 
like the fmews of the body, are relaxed 
by.floth and ftrengthened by exercife, no* 
body will doubt, t imagine the fame ana*^ 
logy holds in fome degree between the body 
and the qualities of the heart* Benevolence, 
pity, gratitude, are, I fufpe<3:, exceedingly 
apt to ftagnate into a calm, fluggifh infen- 
fibility in that breaft which has not been 
agitated from real Hciisfortuhes* 

People do not fully enter into diftrefles ' 
which they never have felt, and which 
they think they run but a fmall rilk of 
feeling. i(?Vcpofdingly it has been remarked, 

that 
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that thofe who hsive been favoured through 
ttFc with the fmiles of fortune, and whofe . 
time has been fpent in the amufements of 
cqurts and luxurious indulgences, very often 
acquire an aftonifliirig infenfibility to the 
misfortunes of- others. The chara£ter the 
moft perfectly cold of all I ever knew, de- 
void of friend fhip, gratitude,'^ and' in feme 
inftances dead t!6' natural affedibn, belongs 
to a woman ' of elfivated ranlc, * whoie life 
hitherto has been a cominued feries of 
fortunate events* 

* Yet while all their cares arc contraded^ 
and all their feelings abforbed, within the 
compafs of their own fkin, fuch people 
feem often convinced, that they themfelves 
are of the moft humane - difpofitions anjl 
the moft extenlive benevolence, upon no 
better foundation, . than becatffe they haxe 
felt themfelves affeded by the , artful dff- 
treflps of a romance, and becaijfe they gpjgild 
(ned a few barren tears at a traged j', 

E4 If 
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If to thefe fymptoms of fenfibiUty, they 
can add, that of having otcafionally givM 
% guinea when the contributioa has beed 
let a-going, or have parted with a Untie fii* 
perfiuous money ^ to free themfelves from 
importunity, they have then carried bene- 
volence to the utmoft length of their idea 
of that virtue. 

They have no notion of any thing be* 
yond this; nor would they make one acr 
tive exertion, poftpone a fmgle party of 
plcafu^e, or in any fliape interrupt the tran- 
quillity of their own indolence, to perform 
the moft effential fervice (I will not fay to 
a friend, fuch people can have none) to any 
of the human race. 

There are many exceptions, but in ge- 
neral thofe perfons who are expofed to the 
Jiings (S^nd arrows of outrageous fortune^ 
who have experienced the bafe indifference 
of mankind, and have in fome degree felt 
'what wretches feel^ Are endued with the 

trueft 
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trueft fympathy, and eater, with the moft 
lively feniibility, into the fituation of the \ 
unfortunate. I 

Non ignara malx, miferis fuccurrere difco *» 

(aid Dido, who had been obliged to fly 
fifom her country^ to iEneae, who had been 
witaefb to the deftrudion of hi«. 

.Dido and i£aeas!-^How in the name 
of wandering have «we got mta their com- 
pany? I could no more haye gueflfed at 
dns, than at the fubjed of one of Mon- 
taigitie'e Bfiays from the title. We fet out, 
I believe, wkh ibmething about France ; ^-^ 
hut you cannrot exped that I ihould attempt 
to take up a thread which i$ left fo far he- 



Adieu. 



* like yoU| ab •Uen in t lasd unknowoi 

I learn to pity woet^ fp like my own. Di.Y9. 
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LETTER. IX. 

Paris. 

T Mentioned in, a former letter, that my 
friend F was on the point- of being 

married* He called at my lodgings a' Uttle 
ivliile ago« .His air ^as ib Tery.gay, that 
1 imagined he had fome agreeabld news to 
communicate. Me voila au defefpoir, man 
cher ami, faid he, with a loxid laugh.!-— 
You are the merrieft man 'I ever faw in 
that fituatipn, faid I.-^He then informed 
me, that the old Marquis.de P.:-hia,mi(lrefsr's 
father, had waited on his mother,, and, 
after ten thoufand apologies and circumlo- . 
cutions, had given her to underftand, that 
certain things had intervened, whicfi ren- 
dered it impoffible that he fliDuld ever have 
the honour of being father-in-law to her 
fon; and requefted her to inform him, 

liow 
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how infiiiitely* uneafy he and all hk family 
were^ at an accident which deprived them 
of the pleafure they had propofed to them- 
felves from that connexion. His mother^ 
he faid) had endeavoured t^ difcover the 
incident which has produced this fuddent 
alteration] — ^but to no purpofe. — The old 
gentleman contented himfelf with aflfuring 
her, that the particulars would he equally 
difagreeable and fqperfluous, — and then 
took his leave, in the mod polite and af- 
fectionate terms that the French language 
could furnifh him with. 

F' told me all this with an air 

fo eafy and contented, that I did not well 
know what to make of it. My dear Mar- 
quis, faid I, it is fortunate that I have been 
miflaken ^ for you mufl know, I had taken 
it into my head that you were fond of the 
lady* — ^YoU were in the right, my friend, 
faid, he, je Taimois infiniment.—— Com- 
ment, infiniment ! faid I, and yet be fo 
merry when you are juft going to lofe 

4 her! 
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Mais V0U8 autres AngloU^ faid be, 

Tous avez des idees A bizarres !«-~— aimer 
infinunent, ccla veut dire aimer comme oa 

aime9*-*tout le monde s^aime aioii quand il 
tie f(i bait pas, — ^Maie je vous coaterat toute 
rhiftoire, 

, My mother, added he^ who is the bcft 
feature in the world, and whom I lovfi 
with all my foul, told i^e this marriage 

would make her quite happy. ^All my . 

uncles and aunts, and coufms, for ten ge- 
nerations, told me the fame. I was in- 
formed over and above, that the lady, her 
father, and all her relations, wiflied this 
alliance with th& mod obliging ^arneflnels. 
The girl herfelf is tolerably pretty. They 
will pcrfirad'fe me to marry fome time or 
other, thought I ; why not now, as well 
as at another tinie? Why fliould I refufe 
to do a thing which will pleafe fo many 
people, without being in the fmallcft degree 
difpteafing to myfclf ? — To be fure, faid I, 
that would have been ill-natured. It was 

lucky. 
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lucky^ however, that you. happened- to be 
perfedly difengaged, and did not prefer 
any other woman* 

You are miftaken, my friend, faid he; 
I preferred many to the laidy in queftioii> 
and on^ in particular, whofe name I will 
not mention, but whom I lover— whom I 
do love. — — Comme on aime, faid I, in- 
terrupting him. Non, parblcu! added 

he, with warmth, comme on n'aime 
pas. — Good Heaven ! then, cried I, how 
could you think of marrying another?— 
Cela n^empeche rien! faid the Marquis, 

coolly for I could not marry the other. 

She had the flart of me, and had under* 
gone the ceremony already ; and therefore 
ihe had no objedHon to my obliging my 
mother and relations in this particular, for 
fhe is the beft-natured woman in the 
world. 

So fhe appears to be, faid L— O ! 
pour cela oui, mon cher, added he, elle eft 
la bonte meme. However, I am very well 

pleafed, 
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picafed, upon the whole, that the affair 
has gone off without any fault of minei 
and though it is poflible that it may be 
brought on at fome future period, I ihall 
ftill be a gainer, parceque un manage 
recule eft toujours autant de gagne fur le 
repentir. So faying, he wheeled on his 
heel, humming, 

Non, tu ne le mettra pas, Colin, &c. 

There's the picture of a French lover for 

you. 1 fet down the whble fceue as 

foon as F left me, and fo I leave yoii 

to make your own refledions. 

Adicu^ 
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LETTER X. 



IParis. 



"you liave often heard the French ac- 
cufed of infincerity, and of ^ being 
warm in profeffions, but devoid of real 
friendfhip. 

Our countrymen, in particular, are led 
into this opinion, from the manners in ge- 
neral being more obfequious here than in 
England. What Frenchmen confider as 
common good manners, many Englifhmen 
would call flattery, perhaps fawning. 

Their language abounds in complemental 
phrafes, which they diftribute with won-- 
dcrful profufion and volubility; but they 
intend no more by them, than an Englifh'* 

man means when he fubfcribes himfelf 

your 
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your moil obedient humble fervant^ at tha 
concluiloQ of a letter. 

A Frenchman not only taeans nothing 
beyond common civilhy, by the plentiful 
fhower of complimetxts which be pours on 
every ftrangcr; but alfo, he takes it for 
granted ) that the flranger knows that no- 
thing more is meant. Thefe expreflions 
are fully underftood by his own coujitry- 
men : he imagines all the world are as well 
informed; and he has not the fmalleil in« 
\tention to deceive. But if any man takes 
thefe expreflions in a literal fenfe^ and be- 
lieves that people are in reality infpired 
with friend(hip; or have fallen in love with 
him at firft fight, he will be very much 
difappointed ; efpecially if he expedts ftrong 
proofs of either. 

Yet he has no right to aecufe the French 

of infmcerity, or breach of friendfhip. r* 

Friendship is entirely out of the queftion. 
They never intend to convey any^^^ other 

idea^ 
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Ilka, than that they were willing to receive 
him on the footing of an acquaintance ; 
' and it was the bufinefs of his Ian- 
guage-mafter to have informed hiilx of the 
real import of their expreffions* 

If the fame words indeed wef e literally 
tranflated into Englifh, atid ufed by one 
Englifhman to another, the perfon to whom 
they were addrefled^ would havegood rea- 
fon to imagine that the other had a parti- 
cular regard for him, or meant to deceive 
him ; becaufe the eftablifhed modes of ci- 
vility and poK'tenefs in England do not re- 
quire fuch language. 

The not making a proper allowance for 
different modes and ufages which^ accident 
has eftablifhed, is one great caufe of the 
unfavourable and harfh fentiments, which 

the people of the different, cpuntries of 
the world too often harbour againft each 
other. 

YoL.1. le ' You 
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. Ycai may fay, p^rhap^, that this fopcf-» 

floity of coi»pli«neat» which the French 

maJIqe wfft o^ is a proof; qf the matter iix 

^«f(^nj that the 'French havelefs fince-^ 

rity than their neighbours.- By the ^merula 

we muft conclude, that the cominpn people 

of every nation, who ufe few compliraen- 

tal phrafes in their difcourfe, have a greater 

regaj-d to truths and ftronger fentinfients of 

friex;id^ip> *han thpfe ia the middle and 
higher rfapkSt , But this is what I imagine it 

Wt:^uld> he diffic alt to prove. • - 

Thefe complimeatal phrafes, which have 
crept into all modern languages, may, per- 
haps, be fuperfluous; or, if you pleafe^ 
abftyd : but they are fo fully eftablifhed, that 

peoplp of the greateft integrity muft ufe 
their\^ both in England and in Trance j with 
this difference, that a fmaller proportion will 
do in the language of the one country, than 
in that of the oth^fV but they are indica- 
tions of friendfhip in neither. 
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• -Friendihip i& a plant of flow growth, ia 
«Yery clirQatc. Happy the. naau who. can " ^ 
rear a few^ even where he has the mod 
fettled relidence. Travellers, pafling through * 
foreign countries, feldom take tiipe to cul- 
tivate them : if they be prefented with 
fomje flowers^ although of ^ flimfy textures ^ 
and quicker growth^ they ought to accept 
gf them with thankfulnefs, and not quarrel 
with the natives,, for choofing to retain, 
the otl^er more valuable plant for thei? 

qwnufe. 

Of »ll travellers, the y ouag jSngUfli no- 
bility and gentry have the leall right to 
find fault with their enter^taitiment while oa 
their tqurs abroad; for fuchof them as 
(how a defire of forming a connexion with 
tht^ inhabitants, by even a moderate degree 
of at^flLtion, are received upon .eafier terms 
than the travellers from any other country* 
But a very confiderable number of out 

countrymen have not the fmaHeft defire of 

F 2 that 
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that nature: they feem rather to avoid 
their fotiety, and atcept with reltiftaacef 

every offer of hofpitality. 'f his happiens 
partly from a prejudice againft foreigners 
of every kind j partly from limidky or na- 

tural referve ; and in a great meafure froidi 
indolence, and an abfolute deteftation of 
ceremony and rcftraint. Befides, they 
hate to be obfiged to fpeak a language of 

ivhich they feldom acquire a. perfect com* 

* 

mand. 

They frequently, therefore, form focie- 
ties or clubs of their own, where all cere- 
mony is difmififed, and the greateft eafe 
and latitude allowed in behaviour, drefs, 
and converfatiom There they confirm 
each other in all their J)rejudices, and with 
united voice condemn and , ridicule the 
cuftoms and manners of every country but 
their own. 

' By this condud the true purpofe of tra- 
velling is loft or perverted ; and many Eng^ 

liflx 
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U(h travellers remain four or five years 
fibroad) and have feldom, during all this 

fpace, been io any company but that of 
their own countrymen. 

To go to France and Italy, and there 
f onyerfc with none but Engliflh people, and 
merely that you may haye it to fay that 
you have been in thofe countries, is cer« 
tainly abfurd : Nothing can be more To, ex- 
cept to adopt with enthufiafm the fafliions, 
fopperies, tafte, and manners of thofe 
countries, and tranfplant them to England, 

where they never will thrive, and where 
they always appear awkward and unnatural. 
For after all his efforts of imitation, a tra- 
velled EngHfliman is as different from a 
Frenchman or an Italian, as an EnglKh 
maftiff* is from a monkey or a fox : And if 
ever that fedate and phi n- meaning dog 
ihould pretend to the gay frifkinefs of the 
one, or to the fubtilty of the other, we 

fhould certainly value him much lefs than 
we do. 

F 3 But 
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But I do not imagine that this extreme is 
by any means fo common as the former. 
It is much more natural to the £ngU(h 
charader to defpife foreigners, than to imi« 

» 

tate them. A few tawdry examples tp the 
contrary, who return every Winter from the 
continent, are hardly worth mentioning as, 
exceptions* 
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LETTER XL 



Parii. 



'^OUR acquaintance B ■ ■ has been in 
Paris for thefe three weeks paft. t 
cannot conceive how he has remained fo 
long; for he has a very bad opinion of 
this nation, and is fraught with the 
ftrongeft prejudi<:e againft. French ^an- 

ft 

ners in general; He confiders all their 
politefle as impertinence, and receives their 
civilities as a prelude to ^ the picking of his 
pocket. 

He and I went this forenoon to i, review 
of the foot-guards, by Marflial Biroh, 
There was a crowd ; and we could with 
difficulty get within the circle fo as to fee 
conveniently. An old officer of high rank 
touched fome people who flood before us, 

F 4 faying, 
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faying, — Ces deux Meffipurs font des etran* 
gers ; upon which they immediately made 
way, and allowed us to pafs — ^Don't you 

think that was very obliging ? faid !• — ^Yes, 
anfwercd h€ ; but, by heavens, it was very 
unjuft. . 

We returned by the Boulevards, where 
crowds of citizens, in their holiday dreffes, 
were making merry j the youn^ dancing 
cotillons, the old beating time to the mu- 

■ 

fie, and applauding the dancers, all in a 
carelefs oblivion of the paft, thoughtlefs of 
the future, and totally occupied with the 
prefent. — ^Thefe people feem very happy, 

faid I. — Happy ! exclaimed B ; if they 

had common fenfe or reflexion, they would 
be miferable. Why fo ? — Could not the mi- 
nifter, anfwered he, pick out half a dozen 
of them, if he pleafed, and clap them into 
the Bicetre ? — That is true indeed, faid I ; 
that is a cataftropbe which, to be fure, may 
very probably happen, and yet I thought no 

« 

more of it than they. 

We 
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We met, a few days after he arrived, at 
a French houfe where we had both beea 
invited to dinner. There was an old lady 
of quality prefent, next to whom a young 
officer was feated, who paid her the utaioft 
attention. — He helped her to the diflies fhe 
liked, filled her glafs with wine or water, 
and addreflfed his difcourfe particularly to 
her.— What a fool, fays B-r — $ does that 
young fellow make of the poor old woman ! 
If fhe were my mother, d — n me, if I would 
not call him to an accouptfor it. 

* . » ■ ■ • 

Though B- — : underftands French^ and 
fpeaks it better than moft EngUihmen, he 
had no relifli for the converfation, foon left 
the company, and has refufed all invitations 
to dinner ever fince. He generally finds 
fome of our countrymen who dine and pafs 
the evening with him at the Pare Royal. 

After the review this day, we conjtinued 
together, and being both difengaged, I pro- 
pofed, by way of variety, to dine at the public 

ordinary 
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ordinary of the Hotel de Bourbon, He did 
not like this much at firft,— I fhall be tcafed, 
lays he, with their confounded ceremony: — • 
But on my obferving, that we could not ex- 
peft much ceremony or politenefs at a pub- 
lic ordinary, he agreed to go. 

Our entertainment turned out different, 
however, from my expeftations and his 
wifhes : A marked attention was paid us the 
moment we entered ; every body feemed in-^ 
dined to accommodate us with the beflplaces. 
They helped us firft, and all the company 
feemed ready to facrifice every little con- 
veniency and diftindion to the ftrangers : 
For next to that of a lady, the moft refped- 
cd character at Paris is .that of a ftranger. 

After dinner, B and I walked into 

the gardens of the Palais Royal. 

There was nothing real in all the fufa 
thofe people made about us, fays he. 

I can't help thinking it fometbing^ faid I, 
to be treated with civility and apparent kind- 

neft 
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:neft in a foreign country-^by ftfangers who 
know nqthing about us, but that we arc 
Etiglilhmen, and often their enemies. 

But their politenefs confifts in trifles, faid 
he.-^In what confifts anybody's politenefs? 

rejoined L The utmoft a Frenchmati 

will do for you, added he, is to endeavour 
to amufe you, and make your time pafe 
agreeably while you remain in his country*-— 
And I think that no trifle, anfwered L— 

« 

There are fo many fources of uneafmefs and 
vexation in this life, that I cannot help hav- 
ing a good will, and even gratitude, to all 
thofe who enable me to forget them : — For 
fiich people alleviate my pain, and contri- 
bute to my happinefs. 

But thefe Frenchmen, rejoined he, do not 
caire a farthing for you in their hearts.— 
And why fiiould I care a farthing for that? 
faidl. — We have nothing to do with their 
hearts — ^You do not expeft a friend in every 
agreeable acquaintance. 

But 
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But they are an interefted fet of people | 
and even thole among them who pretend to 
be your friends,— rdo it only for fome felfifli 

end. 

This is oply an aflertion, faid I, but nip 

proof.-r-If you ftood in need of pecuniary 
affiftance, they would not advance youa louis 
to fave you from a jail, continued be. 

I hope never to be perfeftly convinced 
of that, faid Ij — ^but if we were to cqltivate 
friendfhip from the idea of ailiflance of that 
nature, it would be doing exadly what you 
accufe them of : Befides, continued I, the 
power and opportunity of obliging our ac- 
quaintances and friends by gr^at, and, what 
are called, effential fervices, feldom occur ; 
but thofe ' attentions and courtefi^s, which 
fmooth the commerce between manand man, 
and fweeten focial life, ar^ in every body's 
power, and there are daily and hourly occa- 
fions of difplaying them, — particularly to 

ftrangers.— Curfe their courtefies, faid be> 

—they 
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^they are the greateft Bore in nature.-—! 
hate the French. — They are the enemies of 
Etiglafid, and a falfe, deceitful, perfidious— 
But as we did not come over, interrupted I, to 
fighf them at prefent, we fliall fufpend hofti- 
lities till a more convenient feafon ; and in 
the mean time, if you have no objection, let 
us go to the play. 

He agreed to this propofal, and here our 
converfatfoii ended^ 

You know B is as worthy a fellow 

as lives ; and, under a rough addrefs, con* 
ceals the beft difpofition in the world. Hi$ 
manner, I imagine, was originally affumed 

from a notion, which he has in common 
with many people, that great politenefs, and 
apparent gentlenefs of behaviour, are gene-* 
rally accompanied with falfehood and real 
coldnef^,— even inhumanity of charaSer ;;'— 
as if human nature, like marble, took a poli(h 
proportionable to its hardnefs. 

This idea is certainly formed without an 
accurate e;Kamination, and from a fuper- 

8 ficial 
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ficial view of mankind. As a boorifh addrefa 

is no proof of honefty, fo is politenefs no iur 

« 

dication of the reverfe ; — ^a^id if they arc 
once reduced to an equality iji this, particur^ 
lar, it is evident that the latter is prefer^U* 
ia every other refpe^k. : *; 

But to return to the French ; I am clear^ 
ly of opinion, that a ftranger may fciirlyr 
avail himfelf of every conveniency arifing 

from their obliging manners, although he 
&ould be convinced that all their afliduity 
and attention are unconnected with any re-^ 
gard to him, and flow entirely from vanity 

and, felf-love. He may perceive that his 
PariHan friend, while he loads him with 
civilities, is making a difplay of his owa 

proficiency in the fcience of politenefs, and 
endeavouring to thruft himfelf forward ivx 
the good opinion of the company, by yield-* 
ing the preference on a thoufand trifling 
occafions. — Though he plainly fees, that 
all his Hooping is with a view to conquer, 
why (hould he repine at a vidory which is. 

accom- 
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accompanied with fo many conveniencics 
to himfelf ? why quarrel with the motive 
while he feels the benefit of the efFed ? 

If writerS'Or preachers of morality could^ 
by the force of eloquence, eradicate felfifh- 
nefs from the hearts of men, and make 
them in reality love their neighbours as 
themfelves, it would be a change devoutly ' 
to be wifhed. But until that blelFed event, 
let us not find fault with thofe forms and 
attentions which create a kind of artificial 
friendfliip and beneyolence, which for many 
of the purpofes of fociety produce the fame 
effecfls as the true. 

People who love to amufe themfelves 
with play, and have not ready money, are 
obliged to ufe counters. You and I, my 
friend, as long as we cut and fhufHe together, 
fliall never have occafion for fqch a fucceda- 
neum J — I am fully perfuaded we are pro- 
vided, on both fides, with a fufficient quan- 
tity of pure gold. 
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LETTER XII. 



Paris. 



tX/HEN B and t went to the play- 

houfe, as was mentioned in my laft, 

we found a prodigious crowd of people be- 
fore the door : We could not get a place 
till after a confiderable ftruggle. The play 
was the Siege of Calais, founded on a popu- 
lar ftory, which muft needs be interefting 
and flattering to the French nation. 

You cannot conceive what prefling and 
crowding there is every night to fee this fa- 
vourite piece, which has had the fame fuc- 
cefs at Verfailles as at Paris. 

There are fome few critics, however, 
who aflert that it is entirely devoid of me- 
rit, and owes its run to the popular nature 
of the fubjed, more than to any intrinfic 

beauty 
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beauty in the verfes, which fome declare 
are not even good French. 

When it was laft afted before^ the King^ 
it is faid, his Majefty, obferving that the 
Due d'Ayen did not join in applauding^ 
but that he rather fhewed fome marks of 
difguft, turned to the Duke and faid, Vous 
n'applaudiifez pas? Vous n*6tes pas boa 
Fran9ois, Monfieur le Due :— -To this the 
Duke replied, — k Dieu ne plaife que je ne 
fuffe pas meilleur que les vers de la piece. 

Obedient to the court in every other 
particular, the French difregard the deci- 
fions pronounced at Verfailles in matters of 
tafte. It very often happens that a drama- 
tic piece, which has been aded before the 
royal family and the court, with the high* 
eft applaufe, is afterwards damned with 
every circumftance of ignominy at Paris. 
In all works of genius the Parifians lead 
the judgment of the courtiers, and dictate 
' to their monarch* 

Vol. I. G In 
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In other countries of Europe, it has hap^^ 
pened, that fome prince of fuperior talents 
has, by the brightnefs of his own genius, j 

enlightened the minds of his fubjeds, and 
difpelle^.the.qloiijds of barbarifrn from hi3 
dominions^ 

Since the commencement of this ceatury 
a great empire has been improved from. a 
ftate of grofs ignorance, refined by the arts 
of peace, and inftruded in the arts of war, 
by the vaft genius and induftry of one of 
its Princes^ who Ia,id the foundation of its 
prefent power an.d grandeiu*. 

Another inconfiiderabJe ftate,, with fewer 
refources, has, a,t a l^ter period, been 
created a powerful monarchy,, by the afto- 
niflxing efforts, perfeveranc.e, and magna- 
liimity of its prefent king ; whofe loyc of 
knawletige and the, arts .has drawn fome 
of the greateft geniufes in Europe to his 
capital J whence fcience and tafte muft gra- 
dually flow through his whole dirainions, 

where 
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ttrbere they were formerly but little che- 
rkhed* 

In thefe inftances, and others which 
might be enumerated^ the princes have 
been fuperior k^ genius to any of their 
fubjddta; The throne has been theifource' 
whence knowledge" and Refinement have 
flowed, to the extremities of the nation. 

But this has never been the caie in 
J^rance, where it is not the king who po- 
lifhes the people; — but the people who re- 
fine the manners, humanize the heart, and, 
if it be not perfedily ops^qiie, enlighten the 
underftanding of the king. 

Telemaque, and many other works, have 
been compofed with this intention. In 
many addrefles and rem^nftrances to the 
throne, excellent precepts and hints are 
infmuated in an indired and delicate 
manner. 

By the emphatic applaufe they beftow 
on particular pafiages of the pieces repre*- 
fented at thp theatre, they convey to the 

G 2 monarch 
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monarch the fentiments of the nation 
refpeQing the meafures of his 'govern* 
ment. 

By afcribing qualities to him which he 
does not pofleft, they endeavour to excite 
within his bread a defire to attain them: 
they try to cajole him into virtue, Confi- 
dered in this point of view, the defign of • 
the equeftrian Aatue which the city of Paris 
has enf^ed in honour of I.ewis XV. may 
have been fuggefled from a more generous 
motive than flattery, to which it is generally 
imputed* This was begun by Bouehardon; 
who died when the work was well ad- 
vanced, and has fince been committed to 
Pigal- to be finifhed* 

The horfe is placed on a very high po- 
dedal. At the angles are four , %ures, 
ftanding in the manner o£ Caryatides^ who 
reprefent the four virtues, Fortitude, Juf- 
tice, Prudence, and the love of B^ace. All 
the ornaments ^e of bronze. 



The 



* « 



MANNERS IN FRANCIs im 85 

, The two faiall fides of the pedeftal are , 
ornamented with gilded laurels and mfcrip- 
tions. On the front, towards the Tbuit-; 
leries, is the following : 

« 

LUDOVICO XV. 

OPTIMO PRINCIPI 

QJJOD 

AD SCALDUM, MOSAM, RHENUM, 

VICTOR 

PACEM ARMIS 

PACE 

SUORUM ET EUROPJE 

FELieiTATEM 
. , QU-ESIVIT. 

The large fides of the pedeftal are adorn- 
ed with trophies and has reliefs. One re- 
prefents Lewis giving peace to Europe ; 
the other reprefents him in a triumphal 
chariot, crowned by Vidory, ai^d condu^f):*- 
ed by Renown to a people who fiibmit. 

When we recolle£l that the infcription 
and emblems allude to the conclufion of 
the war before the laft, and what kind of 
infcriptions are ufually put under the ftatues 

G3 of 
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of kings, we (hall not find any thing oiit- 
rageoufiy flattering in the above; the mo-^ 
rai of which i«, . that the love of peace is 
one of the greateft virtues a king can po(^ 
fefs-^ — the bcft moral that can be in- 
finuated into the breaft of a monarch. 

In this work the horfe is infinitely mpre 
admired by fculptors and fatirifts, than 
the king. But the greatefl: overfight is 
that the whole group, though all thi? figures 
are larger than life, have a diminutive ap* 
pearance in the centre of the vaft area in 
which they are placed. 

The wit$ of Paris could not allow fucb 
an opportunity of indulging their vein to 
efcape unimproved. Many epigrams ar« 
Jianded about.— H?re arc two : 

Boiichardon ^tt un animal, 
Et fon ouvrage fait pitie j 
II place les vices a chevaL 
JE( ni?t Us vertus i pied« 

Voilg 
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Voila notre 'Roi comme il -eft a Verfaillfes^ 
Sans foi, fans'Joi, et fans entrailles. 

Both are too fevere; giving the idea of 
wicked difpofitions, «nd cruelty of temper^ 
which do not belong to Lewis the Fif- 
teenth; whofe real chara(5er, in three 
word«^ is that of a good natured, eafy- 
tempered man, iunk in floth and fen* 
fuality. 

I have feen another infcription for the 
ftatue handed about; it is in Latin, and 
very ftiort; 

STATUA STATtJiE** 

You may imagine that the authors of 
thefe would meet with a dreadful punifli-^ 
ment, if they were difcovered* No danger 
of that kind is fufficient to reftrain the in- 
habitants of this city from writing and 
fpreading fuch Pafguinades, which arc 
-greatly reliflied by the whole nation* 

* The Statue of a Statue. 

G 4 Indeed) 
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Indeed) I imagine there is more of tba 
fpirit of revenge, than of good policy, in 
attempting to repel fuch humours ; which, 
if they did not get vent in this manner, 
might break out in a more dangerous 
ihapet 

Adieu, 



1 
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LETTER XIII. 

Paris. 

T Dined yefterday with an equal number 
of both fexes, at the Chevalier B — 's. 

He is F 's very intimate friend, and 

has a charming houfe within a few leagues 
of Paris, which the Marquis makes full as 
much ufe of as the owner. 

The Chevalier has a confiderable revenue, 
which he fpends with equal magnificence 
and oeconomy. He has been married many 
years to his prefent lady, a moft agreeable 
woman, with whom he poffefles every 
thing which can make their union happy, 
except children. They endeavour to forget 
this difagreeable circumflance, by a con« 
ftant fucceffion of company; and, which 
is very (ingular here, the fociety entertained 
by the huiband and wife are the fame. 

F • 
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F , though much younger than 

either, Is a great favourite of both; and 
they are always pleafed when he invites a 
fmall company of his friends to dine at 
their houfe* 

The prefent party was propofed by Ma- 
dame de M , a rich young widows 

much admired here; of whom I (hall give 
you a glimpfe^ en paffant*— lor do not 
imagine I undertake to defcribe the moft 

undefcribable of all human beingS| a 

fine French lady. 

Madame de M > ■ has fome wit, more 
beauty, and vivacity in the greateft mea- 
fure; — if there were a fourth degree of 
comparifon, I fhould place her Vanity there. 
She laughs a great deal, and fhe is in the 
right; for her teeth are remarkably fine* 
She talks very much, and in a loud and de- 
xifive tone of voice. — This is not fo judici- 
ous, becaufe her fentiments are not fo bril- 
Jiant as her teeth, and her voice is ratha: 
harfh* — She is received with attention and 

relpefit 
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«fpe£t every where ;— Hhat {he owes to her 
rank. — ^She is liked and followed by. the 

ft 

men; this flie owes to her beauty. She is 
not difliked by the women, which is pro- 
bably owing to her foibles. 

This lady is thought to be fond of 
F ' — : fo, to prevent fcandal, flie de- 
fired me to call at her houfe, and attend 
her to tlie Chevalier''5. 

I found her at her toilette, in confdta* 
tion with a general officer and two abbes, 
concerning a new head-drefs which fhe had 
juft invented. — It was fmart and fanciful ; 
and after a few correftions, received the 
fandion of all thofe critics. They declared 
it to be a valuable difcpvery, and foretold 
that it would immediately become the 
general mode of Paris; and do immortal 
honour to the ^genius qf I^adame dp 
M \ 

She wheeled from before the gUfs^ with 
an air pf.expltation.T— Allons, done, mes 
cnfans ^ la gloire, — cried ihe; and 

was 
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wa$ proceeding to give orders for her eqm« 
page, when a fervant entered, and informed 
her that Madame la Gomptefle. bad accepted 
her invitation, and would certainly do her-? 
felf the honour of dii^ing with her, 

I tjeljpair of giving you an idea of the 
fudden change which this meflage occaHon- 
ed in the features of Madame de M ^ ■ ! ^* 
Had fhe heard of the death of her hth^v^ 
or her only child, flie could not have been 
more confounded. — Eft-il poffible (faid {he, 
with an accent of defpair) qu'on pqifle etrc 
ft bete!— The fervant was called, and exa- 
mined regarding the import of the anfwer 
he had brought from Madame la Comptefle 

»-— It was even fo (he was afluredly to 

come. — Frefti exclamations 6n the part of 
Madame de M' Did you fend to in- 

vite her for this day ? faid I— Undoubtedly 

* . • ,■ - . 

1 did, replied Madame de M . That 

could be delayed no Ipnger. — —She came to 
town laft Sunday. — I therefore fent her the 
politeft meflage in the world, begging to 

have 
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have the honour of her company for this 
day, at dinner j and behold the horrid 
\voman (with a rudenefs or ignorance of 
life without example) fends me word ihe 
will come. 

It is very (hocking, indeed, faid I, that 
fhe (hould have mifunderftood your kind- 
hefs fo prodigioufly. — Is it not? faid fhe. 
Could any mortal have expeded fo barba- 
rous a return of civility? — —She is con- 
ne£t:ed with fome of my relations in the 
country:: — when fhe came to town, I im- 
mediately left my name with her porter.-^ 
She called next day on me — I had informed 
my Swifs, that I was always to be out 
when fhe came. I was denied according- 
ly.— Cela eft tout fimple, et felon les regies. 
The woman is twenty years older than I, 
and we muft be infupportable to each other 
— She ought to have feen, that my invita- 
tion was didlated by politenefs only :-r- the 
fame poKtenefs on her part fliould have 
prompted her to fend a refufal.^ In this 

manner 
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manner we might have vifited each other;; 
dtned and fupped together, and' remained 
on the moft agreeable footing imaginable 
through^the whole courfe of our lives: — but 
this inftance of groflierete muft put an end 

to all conoedion. Well-— there is no 

remedy. — I muft fufier purgatory for this 
one day. Adieu.— —Prefent my compli- 
ments to Madame B Inform her of 
this horrid accident. 

Having condoled with Madame deM 
on her unmerited misfortune, I took my 
leave and joined F ■ ,. to whom I re- 
counted the fad chance which had deprived 
us of that lady's company. 

He did not appear quite fo unhappy as 
(he had on the occafion ; but he fwore he 
was convinced that the Countefs had ac- 
cepted the invitation to dinner par pure 
malice ; for to his kpowledge, fhe was ac- 
quainted with their party to the Chevalier 
B— — *s, and had certainly feized that op- 
portunity of plaguipg Madame de IVI— , 

whom 
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whom (he hated. Without that douceur, 
he imagined the dinner would be as great 
a purgatory to the Countefs, as it could 

poffibly be to Madame de M . How 

thefe afFe£tionate friends contrived to pa& 
their time together I know not, but we had 
a moft agreeable party at the Chevalier's — 
the Marquis? entertaining the company 
with the hiftory of Madame de M 'a 
misfortune, and the loving tete-a tete which 
it had occafiooed.— This he related with 
fuch fprightlinefs, and defcrtbed hh own 
grief and difappointment with fuch a flow 
of good humour, as^in fome degree indem- 
nified the company for the lady's abfence. 
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LETTER XIV. 



Pans^ 



'^HOUGH the gentleners of French 
manners qualifies in fotne degree the 
feverity of the government, as I obferved 
in a former letter, ftill the condition of the 
common people is by no means com- 
fortable. 

When we confider the prodigious re- 
sources of this kingdom ; the advantages it 
enjoys above alraoft every other country in 
point of foil, climate, and ficuation; the 
induftry and ingenuity of the inhabitants, 
attached by afFedion to their kings, and 
fubmiffive to the laws; we naturally cxpedt 
that the bulk of the nation fhoufd be at 
their eafe, and that poverty (hould be as 
little known here as in any country of 

3 Europe* 
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Europe. I do not fpedk of tbat i>d«&l or 
comparative potrerty^ tKe child of envy and 
covetoufnefs, which may be felt -by. the 
richefl citizens of London or Amfterdam; 
Or of the poverty produced in capitals by 
gaming; 'luxury, anil^^ifBpatUn ;:.but of 
that actual poverty, which arifes when the 
laborious part of the nation cannot acquire*^ 
competent fhare of the neceflariee iStXitc fe-^ 
their induftry. « ri 

Thfe two firft 'flow from the vices ahd 
'extravagance of individuals :-^^Ttie 'Other 
from .a bad government. ' 

Much of the firft may be found in Lon- 

dqn, where mor^ riches circulate than in 

any city of Europe ; of the laft there is little 

to be feen in the. country of England. 

The reverfe of this Is the cafe in France^ 
where the pooreft inhabitants of the capi- 
tal are often in '^^^beKef fituation than tHe 

Ia1)orious peaPanV The formerv' by admi- 

, . .^, . . . ^ 

nrftfeVirrg to thchixianes, or by taking ad* 
• ▼ant^'e 6f fh«'' felties 6{ the -grtai and th« 
^aL, fw H wealth 7, 
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wealthy, may procure a tolerable livelihood, 
and fometimes make a fortune ; while the 
peaf^rit cannot, without much difficulty, earn 
a fcanty and precarious fubfiftcncei 

To have an adequate idea of the wealth 
oF England, we muft vifit the provinces, 
atkd fee how the nobility, the gentry, and 
.c%6cially the farmers and country, people^ 
in: getLeral live. The magnificence of the 
former, and the abundance which prevails 
among t|)e lattei: clAfles, mufl: aflonifh the 
natives of any other country in Europe. 

To retain a favourable notion' of the 
wealth of France, we muft remain in the 
capital, or vifit a few trading or manufac* 

turing towns; but muft feldom enter the 
chateau of the Seigneur, or the but of the 
peafant* In the one, we fhall find nothing 
but tawdry furniture, and from the other 
we fhall be feared by penury. * 

A. failure of crops,. or a carelef^ admini« 
flration, may occafion difirefs and fcarcity 
of bread among the eosimon people at a 

particular 
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particular time : But wtien there is a per- 
mancnt poverty through various reigns, and 
for a long traft of years, among the pea- 
fantry of fuch a country as France ; this 
feems to me the furefl: proof of a carelefs, 
and confeqUently an oppreffive government. 
Yet the French very feldom complain of 
their government, though often of their 
governors j and never of the King, but al- 
ways of the minifter. 

Although the enthufiaftic afFeftion which 
the people of this nation once felt for their 
prefent monarch be greatly abated, it is not 
annihilated.* Some of the courtiers indeed, 
who are fuppofed to adminifter to the 
King's pleafures, are detefted. The impru- 
dent oftentatious luxury of the miftrefs^^ is 

m 

publicly execrated ; but their cenfure of the 
King, even where they think themfelves 
quite fafe, , never bur (Is out as it would in 
fome other nations, in violent expreflions, 
fuch as^ Gurfe his f|^ly, — his weaknefs, or— 

his obftinacy. No : Everx their cenfure of 

H z him 
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him is intermingled with a kind of affec- 
tionate regret. — Naturellement il eft bon, 
they fay. — And when they obferve the de- 
plorable anxiety and difguft in his coun- 
tenance, which are the concomitants of a 
conftitUtron jaded by pleafure, and of d 
mind incapable of application, tliey cty, 
Mon Dieu, qu*il eft triftel — II eft mal- 
heureux lui-meme; — -^-comment peut-il 
penfer a nous autres? 

I am perfuaded, that, in fpite of the dis- 
content which really fubfifts at prefent 
in France, the King might recover the 
efteem and afFedtion of his fubjecSts at once 
by thc^ fimple manoeuvre of difmiflihg his 
minifter^ and a few other unpopular cha- 
raders. A Lettre de cachet, ordering them 
to banifliment, or ihuttidg them up in the 
Baftile, would be confidered as a complete 
revolution of government, and the nation 
would requite no other Bill of Rights than 
what proceeded from thfe dreadful inftru- 
ment of tyranny* * 

As 



V- 
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As liiatters are at prefent, in my opinion, f 
no body of men in France has-, properly / 
ipeaking, any rights. The Princes, the 

rioblefle, and the clergy, have indeed cer* 
tai'n privileges which dlftinguifh them in 
difFerent degrees from their felloxv-fubje^s: 
but as for rights, they havef none ; or, which 
amounts to the fame thing, none wKich j 
can defend them, or which theycan defend 1 f 
againft the Monarch, whenever he in his 
royal wifdom choofes td invade of annihi- 
late them. . • 

A Frenchman will tell you, that their 
parliaments have the right of rem,ooftrating 
to the throne upon certain occafions.— * 
This is a precious privilege indeed! the 
common-council of. London are in poflef- 
fion of this glorious right alfo, and we all 
know .what it avails. It is like the :pawer 
of which Qwen: Glendower boafted * - * ■ 
"calling fpiritsfrom the vafty deep."-!w 
BtJt the misfortune was, that npnq came..iri 
confequence of his call. 

H3 The 
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The parliaments of Paris can indeed re- 
monftrate; and have done it with fuch 
flrength of r^afoning and energy of expreff 
lion, that if eloquence were able to prevail 
over unlimited power, every grievance 
would have been redrefled. 

Some of thefe remonftrances difplay not 
only examples of the moft fublinie and pa- 
thetic eloquence, but alfo breathe ^ fpirit 

of freedom which would do honour to a 

• ■ ■ • • 

Brkifh Houfe of Commons. 

The refiftance which the members of 

the parliament of Paris made to the will of 
the King, does them the greateft honour. 
Indeed the lawyers in France have dif- 
played more juft and manly fentiments of 

government, and have made a nobler flrug- 
gle againft delpotic power, thsjn any fet of 
men in the kingdom. It has therefore 
oA:ea afieded me with furprife and indig« 
nation^ to obferve the attempts that are 
made here to turn this body of men into 

ridicule. 

One 
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. One of this profeffipa is never iatroddced 
jo;i the ftage but in a ridiculous cha:raQ:er. 
This may give fatisfa(3:ion 'to tKe^ prince, 
whofe power they -have endeavoured -to 
limit, or to thoughtlefs ilavifh courtiers; 
but ought to be viewed with horror by the 
nation, for whofe good the gentlemett of 
the long- robe h^ve hazarded fo much ; for 
in their oppofition to the court, much- per- 
fonal danger was to be feared, and no lu- 
crative advantage to be reaped, 

Thofe who bppofe the court meafures in 
our ifland incur, I thank Heaven, no per- 
fonal rilk on^that account. A member 

of the Britifh parliament may launch his 

* ' ^ . - .-^ ^ ^ ^y . 

patriotic bark in the mod perfed fecurity ; 
—He may glide down the current .of in- 
veCtive, fpread all his canvas, catch every 
gale, and fail for an hour or two upOn the 

edge of treafon, without ^any rifk of being 

' ' ' - 
fucked into its whirpooU But though he 

has nothing to fear, it is equally evident that 

H4 ' ' he 
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he has Nothing to hope from fuch a voyage. 
Oppofitlon was formerly confider^d : as .a 
means of getting into ipower : . Mats nous 
avons change tout cela. Let any one rer 
collet the numbers who, with very mor 
derate abilitiesi have crawled on theii: kne^s 
into oflSce, and? cSG)mpare them . with the 
nu miners and fuccefs of thofe who, armqd 
wixh genius and the artillery of eloquence, 
attempt jthe places by ftqrm ; if, after this, 
he joins the aflailants, he muft either adt 

* • * * 

from other motives. than thofe of felf-inte- 
reft, or betray his ignorance in the calcu- 
lation of chances. 

The fecurity, and even the exiftence, of 

the Parliament of Paris, depending entirely 

op the pleafure of the King, and having 

no other weapons, * ofFenfive or defenfive, 

but juftice, argument, and reafoh, their 

fate might have been forefeen — the ufual 

fate of thofe who have no other artillery 

to opppfe to power:* — The members were 

difgraced, and the jgarliament abolifhed. 

The 
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The meafure" was confidered as violent ; the 
exiles were regarded as martyrs ; the people , 
were aftonifhed and grieved. At length, 
recovering from their furprife, they difS- • 
pated their /iii?fow^lasi they do on all occa- 

fions of great calamity, by fome very 

' merry fongs. 






' 't 



r 

■ > 



* * 



io<S VrEW^OF SOCIETY AND 



LETTER XV, 






TMjY friend F called on me a few 

days fince, and as foon as he under- 
ftood that I had no particular engagement, 
he infifted that I fhould drive fomewhere 
into the country, dine tete-a-tete with him, 
and return in time for the play. 

When we had drove a few miles I per- 
ceived a genteel-looking young fellow 
dreflfed in an old uniform. He fat under a 
tree, on the grafs, at a little diilance from 
the road, and amufed himfelf by playing 
on the violin. As we came nearer we per- 
ceived he had a wooden leg, part of which 
lay in fragments by his fide. 

What 
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What do you there, foxier? faid the 
Marquis. %- 1 am on my way home to my 
own village- mon officier, faid the foldien 
— But, my poor friend, refumed the Mar- 
quis, you will be a furious long time before 
you arrive at your journey's end, if yoa 
have no other carriage befides thefe, point- 
ing at the fragments of his wooden leg,— 
I wait for my equipage and all my (bite, 

faid the foldier ; and I am greatly miftaken 
if I do not fee them this moment coming 
down the hilL- 

> 

We faw a kind of cart, drawn by one 
horfe, in which was a woman, and a pea- 
fant who drove the horfe. — While they 
drew near, the foldier told us he had been 
wounded in Corfica — that his, leg had been 
cut off — that before fetting out on that ex- 
pedition, he had been contradled to a young 
woman in the neighbourhood — ^that the 
marriage had been poftponed till his re- 
turn ; but when he appeared with a 

yirooden leg, that all the girl's relations had 

, oppofed 
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oppofed the match* — The giirs mother, 
who was her only furviving paynt^ when 
he began .bis ' courtfbip, had always becE^ 
his friend; but fhe had died while he was 
abroad. — ^The young woman herfelf, bow- 
ever, remained conftant in her afFedions, 
received him with open arms, and had 
agreed to leave her relations, and accom- 
pany him to Paris, from whence they in- 
tended to fet out in the diligence to thej/ff^^c^^,'/> 
town where he was born, and where his 
/ather ftill lii^ed . That on the way to 

a 

Paris his wooden'leg had fnapped; which 
had obliged his miftrefs to leaVe him, and 
go to the next village in queft of a cart to , 
carry him thither, where he would remain 
till fuch time as the carpenter fhould renew 
his leg, — C*eft un malheur, men ofBcier, 
concluded the foldier, qui fera bientot re- 
parc — et void mon amie! 

The girl fprang before the cart, feized 
the outftretched hand of h^r lover, and 
told him with a fmile full of affedtion, 

that 
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that fhe had feen an admirable carpenter, 
who had promifed to make a leg that would 
not break, that it would be ready by the 
morrow, and they might refome their jour- 
ney as foon after as they pleafed. 

The foldier received his miftrefs's com* 
piiment as it deferved. 

She feemed about twenty years of age^ a 
beautiful, fine-ihaped girl — —a Brufwttc, 
whofe countenance indicated fentiment and 
vivacity. 

You muft be much fatigued, my dear, 

faid the Marquis. Off ne fe fatigue pas, 

Monfieur, quand on travaille pour ce qu*on 
aime, .replied the girL — ^The foldier kifled 

her hand with a gallant and tender air. • 

When a woman has fixed }\er heart upon a 
man;, you fee, faid the Marquis, turning to 
me> it is ilot ' a leg more or lefs that will 
make her change her fentiments. — Nor was 
it his legs, faid Fanchcn, which made any 
impreflign on my 4iea*t. If they had 
made a little/ howdvei*,- faid 'tfee Marquis^ 

'- : you 
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you would not have been Angular in your 
way of thinking ; but allons, continued he, 
addrefling himfelf to me — This girl is 
quite charming— her lover has the appear- 
ance of a brave fellow ; they have but 

three legs betwixt them, and we have four ; 
— ^if you have no objection, they fhall have 
the carriage, and we will follow on foot to 
the next village, and fee what can be done 
for thefe lovers. — 1 never' agreed to a 
propofal w;th more pleafure in my life. 

. The foldier began to make difficulties 
about entering into the vis-a-vis. — Come^ 
come, friend, faid the Marquis, I am a Co- 
lonel, and it is your duty to obey : Get in 
without much ado, and your miftrefs fhall 
follow. 

Entrons, mon bon ami^ faid the girl, 
fince thefe gentlemen infift upon doing us 
fo much honour. 

A girl like you would do honour to the 
fineft coach in France. Nothing could 
pleafe me more than to have it in my. 

power 
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power, t^ make you happy, faid the Mar* 
quis. — Laifler moi faire, mon Colonet, faid 
the foldier; Je fui$ heureufe comme uqe 
reine, faid Fanchon.— Away moved the 
chaife, and the Marquis and I followed^ 

Voyez vous, combien nous fommes heu- 
reux nous autres Francois a bon marche. 
faid the Marquis ^ to me, adding with a 
fmile, le- bonheur, i ce qu'on m*a dit, eft 
plus cher en Angleterre. But, anfwered I, 
how long will this laft with thefe poor 
people ? — Ah, pour le coup, faid he, voil^ 
une reflexion bien Angloife — that, indeed, 
is what I cannot tell ; neither do I know 
how longN you or I may live ; but I fancy 
it would be great folly to be forrowful 
through life, becaufe we do not know how 
foon misfortunes may come, and becaufe 

we are quite certain that death is to come 
at laft. 

When we arrived at the inn to which 
wc had ordered the poftilion to drive, we 
found the foldier and Fanchon, • After hav- 
ing 



t Jl • ^lEW bF SOCIETY AND 

♦ ■ , 

ing ordered fome viduals and wine— Pra^r, 

faid I to the foldier, how do you propofe 

» 

to maintiin'your wife and yourfelf ?^Oiie 
who has contrived to live for five years on 

.* " • 

foldier's pay, replied he, can have little dif- 
ficulty for the reft of his life. I can play 
tolerably well on the fiddle, add^d he, and 
perhaps. there is not a. village in all France 
of the fize, where there are fo many marr 
riages as in that in which w:e are going to 
fettle I ihall never want employment* 
- . ■ And.L faid Fanchon, can weave hair 



^ 



nets and filk purfes, and mend ftockiog.9^ 
Befides, my unc]e has two hundred livre$ 
of mine in his hands, and although lie is 
broth^r-in-Uw to the Bailiff, and volontiefs 

brutaly y^t I will make him pay it every 
fous.-— And I^ jfaid thefoldier, have fiftecQ 
livres in my pocket ; befides two louis that 
I lent to ; a poor farmer to enable him to 
pay^ the t|ax.es, and which he will repay VM 
when he is able. 

12 You 
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Yi)U Tee, Sir, faid Fanciion ta toe, that 
^e are ttdt dbje€t« 6f ^oftipaffion*— — May 
iht not be happy^ my good friend (turning 
t(i her lover with a lo6k 6f ex:<^uirit€ teti^ 
demefe), if it be not biirown fault? — '-•-If 
you are liot, ma douce amie I faid Ihe fol-^. 
dier with great warmth, je fcrai bieti i 
plaindre.— — I never felt a more charming 
fenfation.- — The tear trembled in the Mar- 
quis's eye. Ma foi, faid he to me, c'eft 

une comedie larmoyante — '• — Then turning 

ft • 

to l^anchon. Come hither, my deaf, faid 
he ; till fuch time as you can get payment 
of the two hundred iivres, and my friend 

h6re recovers his two k)uis, accept of thii 
from me, putting a purfe of louis into her 
hand — I hope you will contintre to love 
your hufband, and to be loved by him.— ^ 
Let me kilow ffodi time to time how yout 
affah-s g<r bti, and how I can ferve you. 

This wifl inform you of my name, and 

where I five. But if ever you do me the 

pleafure of calling at my houfe at J^aris,— 
Vol. I. I be 
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be Aire to bring your bufband with you; 
for I would not wifli to efteem you lefs or 
love you more than I do this moment. 
Let me fee you fometimes ; but always 

bring your huiband along with you. 1 

fhall never be afraid to truft her with you, 
faid the foldier : — She fhall fee you as often 
as flie pleafes, without my going with her. 

It wa6 by too much venturing (as your 
ferjeant told me) that you loft your leg, 
my beft friend, faid Fanchon, with a fmile, 
to her lover. Monfieur le Colonel n'eft 
que trop aimable. I fhall follow his ad- 
vice literally, and when I have the honour 
of waiting on him, you fhall always at- 
tend me. 

Heaven blefs you both, my good friends, 
faid the Marquis; may he never know 
what happinefs is who attempts to inter- 
rupt your felicity ! —It fhall be, niy bufi- 

nefs to find out fome employment for you, 
my fellow-foldier, more profitable than 
playing on the fiddle. In the mean time, 
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ftay here .till j, coach comef^,-. which fhall 
bring you both this night to Paris;' tny 
fervartt fhall provide lodgings for yau, and 
the beft furgeon for wooden ieg& that call be 
found. When you are properly equipped, 
fct me fee you before you go home. Adieu, 
jatiy honeft fellow ; be kind to Fanchon : » 
She feems to deferve your love. Adieu, 
Fanchon ; I Ihall be happy to hear that 
you are as fond of Dubois two years hence 
as you are at prefent. So faying, he (hook 
Dubois by the hand, fainted Fanchon, 
puftied m€ into tht carriage before him^ 
.and away we drove. 

. As we returned to town, h^ broke out 
fcveral times into warm praifes of Fan- 
chon's beauty, which infpired me with 
fome fufpicion that he might have further 
views upon her. 

I was fufficiently acquainted with his 

free manner of life, and I had a little 
before feen him on the point of being 
married to one woman, after he had ar-- 

1 2 ranged 
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tanged every .thing, as he called it, v^iili 
anothen 

To fktisfy myf^lf in this particular, I 
queftloned him in a jocular ftyle on thi^ 
fubjed. 

No, my friend, faid he, Farxchon fhall 
never be attempted by me.—i—Thougb 
I think her exceedingly pretty, and of that 
kind of beauty too that is moft to my tafte; 
yet I am more charmed with her con-^ 
ftancy to hoaeft Dubois, than with any* 
other thing about her: If flie lofes that, 
ihe will lofe her greateft beauty in my 
eyes. Had (he been fhackled to 4 morofe, 
exhaufted, jealous fellow, and defired a re- 
drefs of grievances, the cafe would have 
been different ; but her heart is fixed ujport 
her old lover Dubois, who feems to be a 
worthy man, and I dare fay will makie her 
happy. If I were iticlined tcy try her, very 
probably it ^ would be in vain: — The con- 
ftancy which has flood firm againft abfence* 
and a cannon-ball, would hot be overturned 

by 
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by the airs, the tinfel, and the jargon of a I 

petit-maitre. It gives me pleafure to \ 

believe it would not, and I am determined 
never to make the trial. I 

F never appeared fo perfedly 

amiable. 

•/ : B- — — called and fupped with me the 
fame evening. I was too fiiH of the ad- 
venture of Farichon and Dubois not to 
xftention it to him, w'ith afl the particu- 
lafs of tbe Marquis's behaviour.^— ^This 
!F— ^ — — ^ of yoiirs, faid he, is an hoheft 
fellow. Do — ^^cohttite t6 let us diile x;^ith 
feinl td-morrow.^-^ — ^By the bye, continueil 
be after a little paufe, are not thofe 
F ^' ■ " ■ s originally from England ?*— t 
think I have heard of fuch a name ii ^ 

yorkfhire, ' . • - -• • • ' ^^'-^y ' 

Adieu.-^^^:" """'^ 

»- ,, , - 1. >-^ 
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LETTER XVI. 



Paris, 



T Am uneafywhen i hear people affert, 
. that maakind always a£t from motives 
of felf-intereft. It creates. a fufpicioa thajt 
thofe who maintain this fyftem, judge^of 
I others by ^ their own feelings. This con* 
clufion, however, may be as erroneous as 
the general aflertion ; for. I have heard it 
maintained (perhaps, from.. affeftation) hj 
very difinterefted people, who, when pufli- 
^d, couki not fupport their argument withi^ 
x>ut pervertiilg the received meaning • of 
language. — Thofe who perform generous 
pr apparently difinterefted adions, fay they 

; are preempted by ielfifh motives by the 

I pleafure w^hich they themfelves feel. 

There are people who have this feeling fo 

ftrong, that they cannot pafs a miferable^ 

objefl; , 



M AlffNERS IN ERiVNCE, &c.- ' 119; 

f 
I 

objieift without endeavottring to affift.him-— : 
Such people really relieve themfelvts whea, j 
they relieye the: wretchfed. '. . : ^ { 

. All this is very true : but is . it , not a 
ftrange aflertion, that . people ariet not be- 
nevolcnt, becaufe they cannot be other- 
wife ! 

Two men are (landing near a fruit-fhop 
in St. James's- ftreet. There are fome pine« 

apples within the window, and a poor wo- 
man,, with an infant crying at her empty 
breaft, without; One of the gentlemen 
walks in, pays a guinea for a pine-apple, 

» 

which he calmly devours ; while, the wo- 
man implores him for a penny, to buy her 
a morfel of bread — arid implores in vain : 
not that this fine gentleman values a penny ; 
but to put his hand in his pocket would give 
him fome trouble ; the diftrefs of the 

* • 

woman gives him none. The other man 
happens to have a •guinea in his pocket 
flfojhe gives -it to the womiin, walks 

1 4 home, 
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homej 'afld dines <>n betf-fteaks, with his 
wife and'chiMren. . .; 

Without doing injuftice to tb« tafte of 

iht former, we may believe that the latter 
received .the greater gratification for his 

guinea. You will never convince me, 

however, that his motive in beftowing it 
was as felfifli as the other*s. 

Some few days after the adventure I 

mentioned in my laft letter, I met F 

and B at the opera. - They had" be- 

cojne acquainted with each other at my 

« . » • • • ...» 

lodgings ttVo days before, ' according to 

B '^s defire. — It gave me pleafurle to fee 

them on fo good a footing. 

F — '- invited us to go home arid fit 

an hour with him before we went to bed 5 

• r ■ ♦ 

t r 

—to which we aflented. 

irhe Marquis then told us, we^fhould 
have the pleafure of feeing Fanchon in'her 
beft gown, and DuboFs with his new leg-— 
for he batf ordered his talet lb invite tlteto^ 

with 
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with tWo Qr:thr€e of bts coinpaaiotts; to «r 
lictb fuppen 

Wbiie the Marquis was fpcaklng^ bfe 
coach drove up to the door of.theopera—r: 
where a well known lady was at that 
moment waiting for her carriage. ; 

B feemed to recolledJ: himfelf of a 

fudden, faying, he muft be excufed froa^ 
going with us, having' an affair, dffome 
importance to tranfa(fL at home, — 

The 'Marquis fmiled — '- — fhook B^-~~ 

by the hand — faying, C'eft apparemment 
quelque affaire qui regarde la conftitu- 

'Z 

tion ; vivent les Anglois pour Tamour 

patriotique! 

When we arrived at the Marquises, the 

fervants and their guefts were affembled 
in the little garden behind the hotel, and 
-dancing by moon -light, to Dubois's 
mufic* 

He and Fanchon were invited to a glafs 
of wiae in the Marquis's parlour. — The 

poor 



121 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

poor fellow'a.heart fwelled at the fight of 

his benefador. He attempted' to exprefs 

hfe gwtitude; but his voice ifailed, and he 
amid not articulate a word. 

. Vous n'avez pas a faire a des^ ingrats, 
Monfieur le Colonel, faid Fanchon, My 

hufband,' continued (he, is more affected 

V 

with your goodnefs, than he was by the 
lofs of bis leg, or the cruelty of my rela- 
tions. She then, in a ferious manner, 

'with the voice of gratitude, and in the lan- 
guage of Nature, expreffed her own and her 
bufband's obligations to the Marquis.; and, 

amongft others, (he alluded to twenty louia 
which her hufband had received de fa part 

that very afternoon. You intend to 

make a faint of a (inner, my dear, faid the 
Marquis ; and to fucceed the better, you 
invent falfe miracles. I know nothing of 
the twenty louis you mention.—' — ^But I 
kqow a great deal ; for here they are in 
my pocket, fays Dubois. — ^The Marquis ftill 

infifted they had not come from him. ^ 

The 
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The foldkr then declared, that he had 
called about one o'clock^ to pay his duty 

to Monfieur de F — ; but not finding 

hun at home, * he was returning to his 
lodgings when, in the ftreet, he obferved 
a gentleman looking at him with attention, 
who foon accofted him^ demanding if his 
name was not Dubois ? if.,he had not Jofl: 
his leg. at Corfica? and feveral other quef- 
tions : which being anfwered in the affirm'^ 

ative, he flipped twenty louis intg hi^ 

• * . ... 

hand, telling him that it would help to. 

furnifli his houfe. Dubois in aftonifh- 

ment had .exclaimed— rMon Dieu !- voila 
encore Monfieur de F Upon which 

the ftran^er had replied : Yes, he fends 
you that by me : and immediately he turn- 
ed into« another ftreet, and Dubois faw no 
more of him. 

We were all equally furprifed at the 
fmgularity of this little adventure. Oa 
inquiring more particularly about the ap^ 

8 pearance 
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pe^rance of the (Iranger, I was convinced 
be could be no other than B ■ ■ • 

I remembered he had been afiedted M^ith 
the ftory of Dubois when I told it to him. 

You know B > is not one of thofe who 

allow any emotions of that nature to pafs 
unimproved, or to evaporate in fentiment. 
He generally puts them to fome pradical 
ufe^—- So having met Dubois accidentally 
In the flreet^ he had made him this 
fmall prefent, in the manner above re-* 
lated; and on his underftanding that 
Dubois and Fanchon were at F *8, 

F 

he had declined going, to avoid any expla- 
nation on the fubjedl. 

Had our friend B — : — been a man of 
fyftem, or much reflexion, in his charity,^ 
he would have confidered, that as the fol- 
dier had already been taken good care of,, 
and was under the protedion of a generous 
man, there was no. call for his interfering 
in the bufinefsj and he would probably 

have 
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h&vi kept his twenty guineas for fome mor& 
prefling occafion. 

There ar6 men in the world (and very 

ufeful and moft refpedable men no doubt 

• ■ ■» 

they are), who examine the pro's and thei 
con's before they decide upon the moft 
indifferent occafion j who are direSed in 
all their actions by propriety, and by the 
generally received notions of duty. They 
weigh, in the niceft fcales, every claim 
that an acquaintance, a relation, or a 
friend may have on them ; and they en- 
deavour to pay them on demand, as they 
would a bill of exchange* They calcu* 
late their income, atid proportion cv»y 
expence ; and hearing it afferted every 
week from the pulpit, that there ia ex- 
ceeding good intereft to be paid on^ ti^w 
or other, for the money that is given to 
the poor, they ri& a little every year upoqi. 
that venture. .Their paflions ai^id their, 
affairs are always m excellent order j they 

walk through life undifturbed by the mif- 

fortunes 
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fortunes of others : and when • they come 
to the end of their journey, they are de- 
cently interred in a church-y?^rd. 

There is another fet of men, who never 
calculate ; for they are generally guided 
by the heart, which never was taught 
arithmetic, and knows nothing of ac- 
counts. Their heads have fcarcely a vote 
in the choice of their acquaintances j and 
without the confent of the heart, moft 
certainly none in their friendfliips. They 
perform a£ts of benevolence (without re-. 
colleding that this is a duty) merely for 
the pleafure they afford ; and perhaps for- 
get them, as they do their own pleafures, 
when pad. 

As for little occafional charities, thefe 
are as natural to fuch characters as breath** 
ing : and they claim as little merit for the 
one as for the other, the whole feem- 

ing an affair of inftindt rather than of re- 

» 

flexion. 

That 



I ■ ^ 
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That the firft of thefe two claffes of 
men is the moft ufeful in fociety; that 
their affairs will be conduced with moft 
circumfpedtion ; that they will keep out 
of many fcrapes and difficulties that the 
others may fall into ; and that they are 
(if you infift upon it very violently) 
the moft virtuous of the two, I fhall not 
difpute : Yet for the foul of me I cannot 
help preferring the other; for almoft all 
the friends I have ever had in my life, ar^ 

• • • ' • 

of the fecond clafs. 



*JP 
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LETTER XVII. 



ft^ yyfl^r /^Onfidering the natural gaiety and vo- 
latility. qF the, French nation, I have 
often been furprifed at their fondnefs for 
tragedy, efpecially as their tragedies are 
barren of incident, full of long dialogues 
and declamatory fpeeches ; — and modelled 
according to the ftrideft code of critical 
legiflation. 

The moft fprightly and fafhionable 
people of both fexes flocic to thefe enter- 
tainments in preference to all others, and 
liften with unrelaxed gravity and attention* 
One would imagine that fuch a ferious, 
correft, and uniform amufement, would 
be more congenial with the phlegm and 
faturnine difpofitions of the Englifh, than 

with 



^ 
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with the gay, volatile temper of the 
French. , 

An £rtglifk ttudience Idves fliew, buftle, 
and incidcint) in their tragedies ; and have 
^ mortal averflon to long dialogues and 
fpeeches^ however fine the fentiments, and 
how€;ver beatttiful the language may be. 

In this, it would feem that the two nations 
had changed charadters. Perhaps it would 
be difficuU to account for it in a fatisfa<flory 
mantien 1 Ihall not attempt it. A French*^ 
man would cut the matter (hort, by faying, 
that the Paris audience has a more correfl: 
an^ juft tafte thin that of London ; that 
the one could be amufed and delighted with 
poetry and fentiment, while the other could 
not be kept awake without buftle, guards, 
proceilions, trumpets, fighting, and murder. 
- For my oWn p^rt, I admire the French 
Melpomene more in the clofet than on the 
ftage. I cannot be reconciled to the French 
ai&orb of tng4df, Tbdr pompous mannei: 

Y&uL K of 
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of declaiming feems to me Very unnatural. 
The ft rut, and fuperb geftures, and what 
they call a maniere noble, pf their bonded 
Le Kain, appear, in my eyes, a little outre. 

The jufl:nefs, the dignified fimplicity, 
the energy of Garrick's a£tion, have de- 
ftroyed my relifh for any manner different 
from his* That exquifite, but concealed 
airt, that mtgic power, by which he could 
melt^ freeze, terrify the foul, and command 
the obedient pafiions as he pleafed, we look 
fpr in vain, upon our own, or any other 
ftage. 

What Horace faid of Nature may be 
applied with equal juftnefs to that unrivalled 
ador. 

- r • 

I 

/ 

— — Juvat, aut impcUit ad iram, 
Aut ad humum moerore gravi deducir^ et 
angit*, 

* * Tranfports to rage : dilates the heart with mirth, 
Wring9 the fad foul) and bendait down to earth* » 

Francis. 

One 



» 
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- One of the moft difficult things in a£ting 
Is the player's concealing himifelf behind the 
character he affumes : The inilant the fpec« 

tator gets a peep df him, the whole alliifioa 
vanifhes, and the pleafure is fucceeded by 
difguft* Ift Oedipus, Mahoqiet, and Oroi^ 
mane, I have always detected Le Kain; 

but I have feen the Englifli Rofcius repre- 

# 

fent Hamlet, Lear, Richard, without recol- 
lecting that there was fuch a perfon as David 
Garrick in the world* 

The French tragedians are apt in my 
opinion to overjhp tbt modejiy of nature. 
Nature is not the ciiterion by which their 
merit is to be tried. — ^The audience meafures 
them by a more fublime (landard, and if they 
come not up to that, they bannot pafs 
mufter. 

Natural station, and a natural elocution 
they fcem to think incompatible with dig- 
nity, and imagine khat the hera mtift an- 
nounce the greatncfs cf his fpliliby fuper- 
cilious looks, haughty geftures, and a hbl- 

K 2 low 
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low fovinding voicje. Such cafy familiar dia- 
logue ^^ Hamlet holds with his old ichool^ 
fellow Horatio, appears to them low, vul- 
gar> qftd iaconfiftept with the dignity of 
tragedy. ^ . • 

r 

- But if . fixnplicity of manners be not In*- 
Qonfifteiit in real life, with genius, and the 
moft exalted 'greatnefs of mind, I da not 
fee why the a£tor who reprefents a hero, 
ihould aflbroe geftures which we have no 
reafon to think were ever in ufc in any age, 
or an^Qng any raok of men. 
Siipplk^ty of manners, however, is fo far 

froift \^ms iiKoafiftent with magnanimity^ 

th^t th^ one for thelmofl: part accompaniea 

the oth*r. The French have fome roafoR 

to leap , to this. <3pinioa ; for two of the^ 

greatefl: men their nation ever produced 

were rewarkftWe for the fMnplicity of thteir 

mai^nqff,; J^enry IV* ajjd Marechal. Tun 

renn^ w^Q dii^inguift^ed by tjiat> iflrwoltma 

hy„ thcif ; mugnatiimity and other heroic 

Wt«ea. ... 

How 
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How infinitely fuperior in real greatnels 
and intrinfic merit, were thofe. men to the 
ftruttirJg oftentatious Lewis, who was* al- 
ways afFedling a greajnefs he never pxjffeffed, 
— SUI naj^fortune humbled his mind to the' 
flandard of humanity? tbeny.inidii6d,.tbrdwv' 
ii^ig away his pageantry and bluJlery he af- 
fumed true dignity, and for .t^er.firft time 
obtained the admiration of. the judicious.. 
In the correfpondence « with de Torcy, : 
Lewis's letters, .^hich it i« . now certain 
were written and compofed by himfelf,* 

• - " 

prove this, and difplay a found nefs of judg-^ 
ment and real greatnefs of ttiind wlfich fel- 
dom appeared in the meridian. of what they 

call his glory. v 

What Lewis was (in the height of his 
profperity) to Henry in the eflential quali- 

• ■ 

ties of a King and Hero, fuch is Le Kain 
to Gar rick as an aft or. 

The French ftage can boaft at prefent of 
more than one a£trefs who may difputc 

-. K 3 the 
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the laurel of tragedy with Mrs. Yatefi, ^ or 
Mrs, Barry*. 

In comedy, the French adors excel, and 
Qan produce at all times a greater number 
far above mediocrity, than are to be found 
on the EngUfh ftage. 

The national character and manners of 
the French. give them perhaps advantages 
in this line; and befides, they have more 
numerous refoUrces to fupply them with 
adlors of every kind, in all the large 
trading and manufadluring towns, of which 
there .are a great number in France, there 
are playhoufes eftabllfhed. The fame thing 
takes place in moft of the frontier towns, 
and wherever there is a garrifon of two or 
three regiments. 

♦ When thcfc letters were firft publiflied, Mrs. SiddonSj| 
At whofe command our paffions rife or fall, 
Obedient to the magic of her call, 
had not appeared on the London ftage. The juftnefs, dig- 
nity, and energy of this charming woman's a^lion certainly 
never was furpaffed, if it f ver was cqujjled, on the French, 
or any other ftage. 

# There 
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There are companies of French come- ' 
dians alfo at . the northern courts, in all the 
large towns of Germany, and at fome of 
the courts of Italy. All of thefe are aca- 
demies which educate a£tors for the Paris 
ftage. 

In genteel comedy particularly, I ima- 
gine the FrenchJ adlors excel ours. They 
have in general more the appearance of 
people of fafliion. 

There is not fuch a difference between 
the manners and behaviour of the people 
of the firft. rank, and thofe of the middle 
and lower ranks, in France as in England. 
Players, therefore, who wifh to catch the 
manners of people of high rank and 
fafhipn, do not undertake fo great. a talk 
in the one country as in the other. 

You very feldom meet with an Englifh 
fervant who could pafs for a man of quality 
or fafhion ; and accordingly very few peo- 
ple who have been in that fituation ever ap- 

Vi /^ pear 
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pear oor the Engliih ftage: But there are 
many valets de place ia P^ris fo very polite, 
•fo completely poffeffed of all the little eti- 
quettes, fafhionable phrafes,- and qfual air$ 
of the beau tnonde^ that if they were fet off 
by the ornaments of drefs and equipagei, 
they would pafs in many of the caurt^ of 
Europe, for men of fafliion, tres polis,^ — bi^n 
aimable— tout-a-fait comnie il faut, et avec 
infiniment d'efprit ; and could be de- 
tedled only at the court of France, or by 
fuch foreigners as have had opportunities of 
obferving, and penetration to diftinguifh, 
the genuine eafe and natural politenefs, 
which prevail among the people of rank in 
this country. 

In the chara£ter of a lively, petulant^ 
genteel petit- raaitre of faftiion, Molle ex? 
eels any ador in London. 

to 

The fuperiority of the French in genteel 

comedy is ftill more evident with regard 

to the adrefles. Very few Englifli adrefle^ 

^aye appeared equal tp the parts of Lady 

1 2 ' Betty 
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Petty Mqdifli, in the Carelefs Hufband, 
or of Millamant, in The Way of the Worldv 
Grofs abfurdity, extravagant foUy, aud 
afFeflatioo, .are eafily imitated j but the ele- 
gapt coquetry, the lively, playful, agree- 
abk affeftation of tbefe two finely- imagiae4 
chara^ers, require greater powers. I iawf- 
gine, however, frgm the execution I have 
pbferved ja fimilar parts, that there arc 
feveral adreffes on the French ftage at pre- 
fent who could do tbeni ample juftice* 

"St 

Except Mrs. Barry and Mrs. AbingtOQ, I 
know no aiQ:refs in England who could give 
an adequate idea of all that Congreve meant 
in Millamant. 

It is remarkable, that the latter alfo ex* 
eels in a charaSer the moft perfectly oppo- 
fite to this, that of an ill- taught, awkward, 
country girl. Perhaps there is no fucb 
yoiing.l^^y in France as Congreve's Mife 
Prue; but if there were many fuch origi- 
oafs,. no adrefs in that kingdom could give 
^ cppy i%ore exquifite than Mrs. Abington's;. 

In 
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In low comedy the French are delightful. 
I can form no notion of any thing fuperiot 
to Preville in many of his parts. 

The little French operas which were given 
at the Comedie Italienne, are executed in a 
much more agreeable manner than any thing 
of the fame kind at London. Their ballettes 
alfo are more beautiful :-^Th ere is a genti* 
leffe and legerete in their manner of repre- 
fentin'g thcfe little fanciful pieces, which make 
our fingers and dancers appear fomewhat^ 
awkward and clunify in the comparifon. 

As for the Italian pieces, they are now 
performed only thrice a week, and the 
French feem to have loft, in a great meafure, 
their relifli for them. Carlin, the celebrated 
Harlequin, is the only fupport of thefe 
pieces. You are acquainted with the won- 
derful naivete and comic powers of this man, 
which makes us forget the extravagance 
of the Italian drama, and which -can create 
objeds of uribounded mirth, from a chaos 
of the moft incoherent and abfurd materials. 

An 
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An advantageous figure, a graceful man- 
ner, a good voice, a ftrong memory, an 
accurate judgment, are all required in a 
player: Senfib^lity, and the power of ex- 
prefling the emotions of the heart by the 
voice and features, are indifpenfable. It 
feems therefore unreafonable, not to coniider 
that . pr ofeffion as creditable, in which wc 
expea fo many qualities united; while many 
others are thought refpediablp, . in which wd 
daily fee people arrive at eminence without 
common fenfe. 

This prejudice is ftill ftronger in France 
than in England. In a company where 
j^onf. Le Kain was, metition happened to 
be made, that the king of France had juft 
granted a penfion to a certain fuperannuated 
a<Ston An officer pfefent, fixing his eyes 
on Le Kain, exprefled his indignation at fa 
much being bcftowed on a rafcally player; 
while he himfelf had got nothing. Eh, 
Monfieur! retorted the adlor, comptez-vous 
pour rien la liberie de me parler ainfi? 



J4Q VIEW OS SOCIETY AND 



LETTER XVm. 



Geneva. 



T Found myfelf fo much hurried daring 

the laft week of my ftay at Piuis, that it 
was not in my power to write to yon* 

Teo thoufand little affairs^ whiqb might 
have been arranged much better, and per-^ 
foroaed with more eaiib, had they oeen tranf* 
a£ted as they occurred^ were all crowded 
by the flothful demon of procraiUnatioDr 
into the lafl; buftling week, and executed im 
an imperfed manner. 

I have often admired, without being able 
perfedUy to imitate, thofe who have the 
trappy talent of intermingling bulinefs withf 
amufement. , 

Pleafure and bufineft contraft and give 
a relifh ta each other, like day and night, 

the 
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the conftant viciflitudes of jprhich are far 
more deKghtful than an uninterrupted . half 
year of either would be. 

To pais life in the ixK)ft agreeable man* 
ner, one ought nojt to be Co much a man of 
pl^fure as to poflpone ^ny neceflary bufi- 
nt& ; nor fo much a n]fan of bufinefs as to 
defpife elegant amufement. A proper mix* 
ture of both forms a more infallible fpeci- 
£c againd tedium and fatigue, than a con- 
ftant regimen of the moft pleafant of the 
two. 

, As foon as I found the Duke qf Haijiil- 
ton difpofed to leave Paris, I mide the ne- 
ceffary arrangements for our departure, and 
a few days after we began, our journey. 

Faffing through Dijon,/Ghalons, Ma90n, 
and a country delightful to behold, but tedir 
ous to defcribe) we arrived on the fourth 
day at Lyons. . 

After Paris, Lyons is the moft magnifi- 
cent townin France, enlivened by indoftry, 
enriched by commerce, beautified by wealthy 

and 
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a!>d by its fituation, in tHe middle of a fer-^ 
tile country, and at the confluence of the 
Saone and the Rhofiie. The number of 
inhabitants is eftimated at 200,000. The 
theatre is accounted the fineft in France; and 
all the luxuries of Paris are to be found at 
Lyons, though not in equal perfedion. 
' The manners and converfation of mer- 
chants and manufafturers have been getie-* 
rally confidered as peculiar to therhfelves. 
It is very certain, that there is a ftriking 
difference in thefe particulars between the 
inhabitants of all the manufacturing and 
commercial towns of Britain, and thofe of 
Weftminfter. I could not remark the fame 
difference between the manners and addrefs 
of the people of "Lyons arid the countries of 
Verfailles itfelf. 

There appeared to me 'a wonderful fimi* 
litude between the two. It is probable, 
"however, that a Frenchman would perceive 
a difference' where I could not. A foreigner 
does not obferve the different accents iii 

which 
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\i^faich an EngUfhman, a Scotchman, and aa 
Irifliman fpeak Englifh; neither perhaps 
does he obfcrve any difference between the 

manners and addrefs of the inhabitants oC 

I 

Briftol^ and thofe of Grofvenor-fquare, 
though all thefe are obvious to a native of 
England. 

After a fliort ftay at Lyons, we pro- 
ceeded to Geneva, and here we have re- 
mained thefe three weeks, without feeling 

r > 

the fmallefl: inclination to fhift the fcene. 
That I fhould wifh to remain here is no 
way ' furprifmg, but it was hardly to be 
expeifted that the Duke of Hamilton would 
have been of the fame mind. — Fortunately, 
however, this is the cafe, I know no 
place on the continent to which we could 
go with any probability of gaining by the 
change : The opportunities of improvement 
here are many, the amufements are few 
in number, and of a moderate kind : The 
hours glide along very fmoothly, and 
though they are not always quickened . by 

. pleafure, 
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pleafare, they are unretarded by languor, 
an(! unruffled by remorfe. 

As for myfelf, I have been fo very often 
and fo miferably difappointed in my hopes 
of. happinefs by change, that I (hall not, 
without fome powerful motive, incline to 
forego my prefent date of content, for the 
chance of more exquifite enjoyments in a 
different place or fituation. 

I have at length learnt by my own ex- 
perience (for not one in twenty profits by 
the experience of others), that one great 
fource of vexation proceeds from our in- 
dulging too ianguine hopes of enjoyment 
from the bleflings we exped, and too much 
indifference ,for thofe we pofTefs. We 
fccn-n a tboufand fources of fatisfadlion 
which we might have had in the interim^ 
and permit our comfort to be di({urbed> 
and our time to pafs unenjoyed> from im« 
patience for fome imagined pleafure at a 
diftance, which wc may perhaps never ob^ 
tain, or which, when obtained, may change 

its 
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its nature, and be no longer pleafure. 

Young fays,' ^ 

The prefent moment, like a wife, we (hun. 
And ne'er enjoy, becaufe it is our own. 

The devil thus cheats men both cut of 
the enjoyment of this life and of that which 
is to come, making us, in the fird place, 
prefer the pleafures of this life to thofe of 
a future ftate, and then continually prefer 
future pleafures inthis life to thofe which 
are prefent. 

The fum of all thefe apophthegms 
amounts to this : — We fhall certainly re- 
main at Geneva till we become more tired 
of it than. at prefent. 






Vpt, I. 
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LETTER XIX. 



Geneva. 

T^HE fituation of Geneva is in many 
refpeds as happy as the heart of man 
could defire, or his imagination conceive. 
The Rhone, rufhing out of the noblefl lake 
in Europe, flows through the middle of the 
city, vrhich is encircled by fertile fields, cul- 
tivated by the induftry, and adorned by the 
riches and tafte, of the inhabitants. 

The long ridge of mountains called 
Mount Jura on the one fide, with the Alps, 
the Glaciers of Savoy, and the fnowy head 
of Mont Blanc on the other, ferve as boun- 
daries to the mod charmingly variegated 
landfcape that ever delighted the eye. 

With thefe advantages in point of fitua- 
tion, the citizens of Geneva enjoy freedom 

untainted 
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untainted by licentioufnefs, and fecurity 
unbought by the horrors of war. 

The great number of men of letters, 
who either are natives of the place, or have 
chofen it for their refidence, the decent 
manners, the eafy circumftances, and hu-* 

mane difpofitions of the Genevois in gene- 

♦ 
ral, render this city and its environs a very 

deiirabte retreat for people of a philofophic 
turn of mind, who are contented with mo- 

» 

derate and calm enjoyments, have no local 
attachments or domeftic reafons for pre- 
ferring another country, and who wifli in 
a certain degree to retire fiom the buftle 

of the world to a narrower and calmer fcene, 
and there, for 'the reft of their days ' ^ ■ 

Ducere folicits& jucunda oblivia vitae*. 

As education here is equally cheap an4 
liberal, the citizens of Geneva of both fexes 

* In fweet oblivio^, bCfsful balm. 
The bufy cares of life becalm. F&ancis. 

L 2 are 
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are F^marl^^bly well intruded. I do qot 
imagine thqt aay country in the world can . 
prodii?e 2ifs equal H\jml??l- pf perfops (t^lfen 

without cle£tioii from »K degrees and prp- 

feffion^) with Riinds fo mv^H ctiltiYatif<l as 
tl^e inhabitants of Gepeya pofle&, 
. It is pot ^ncommon to 6nd ni^chanlcs. 
in t^^e intervals of their lAbour imufing 
tl^W^ftlyef with the work? of J^QcJce^ Mon- 

» ■ 

t££quim, Newton, ^d other produ^iopf of 
die fanEX? ki^4- 

AJ^hea I fpeak of the qliea{)nefs of A li- 
beral p4u?5itwn> I «;a€J4J> fpr ^be q^tives and 
citizens only ; for ftrang^rs now fiijd every 

tiding 4^r at Gqnjeya. Wherever Engliih-* 
men refert^ &is is the cafe^ If lht«y (^ &q| 
find things dear, they foon noiaike theflj fo. 

The democratical nature of their govern- 
ipeot infpir?,s every citizen with an idea of 

his own importance : He perceives that no. 

« " . *. . . 

man in the republic can infult, or even ne* 
gled him, with impunity. 

It 



i 

\ 



{f. 18 bn ex^eilefit ^ircumft&ftce in any 
gc^\;^mm^nt5 wb^n the rnoft powerful man 
in tb« (Ute has /olnething to fbaf from the 
mcHl feeUe. This is the ckfe here 2 The 
meaaeft citizen^ Geneva is pofiefled of 

t^n^itk rights^ which r^ndigr him an object 
^efetVlftg th« aWetticm of thtf gf eitSft* Be- 
fid^fc^y a cohfcioufnefs of this tiiakes hiiii 
rfeTpefil himfelf J aTentitaent wfiidh, withih 
pr6p6!^'bdu6ds, bk^ a tetidehc^to render ia 
titan i-erpedtable io btherS. 
' Th^ general charafter of human haturte 
feflnds' ns to expeft that men ' v^iW always 
adi^^<$hx mbtives of pnblic fpifft, -withoitt 
an eye to private intereft. The ; beft form 
of government) tliere^Drei is that in which 
the intefeft of individuals is m6ft intittiate^ 
ly blenddd v^^ith.the public good.-^This 
xnay be more pctfeQlj accomp4iflied in a 

fmall republic than in a gi-eat monarchy.— 
In thti firft, men of gfenius ind virtue arfe 
difc«fvered and called to offices of truft by 
the impartial admiration of their fellow* 

L 3 citizens— 
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citizfiiis^-Hin the othej^, {he higbeft * places 
are difpofed of by tbe caprice of the pmce, 
or of his miftrefs, or of thofe courtier$^ 
male or female, who are neared his perfon, 

watch thef variations c^ his humour, and 
know how to feize the fmiling moments, 
and ti^rn them to their own advantage, or 
.that of their . dependen.t5. Montefquieu 
.fays, thatraienfe of honpur produces the 
fame efie^^s in a monarchy, that, public ipi- 
rit or patriotifm do^ ia a republic: It muft 
be remembered, however, that the-firft, 

according ;to the modern acceptation of the 

word, is generally confined to ther nqbiKty 

and gentry^ ; whereas pubUc fpirit is a more 

univerfal principle, and fpreads through all 
the members of the commonwealth. 

As far as I can judge, a fpirit of indc- 

pendency and freedom, tempered by fenti- 

ments of decency and the love of order,, 

influende, in a mod remarkable matmer, the 

minds qf the fubjeds of this happy T.e-^ 

.public. , . 

9 Before 
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Before I knew them, I had fotmed an 
Opinion, that the people of this place were 
fanatical, gloomy-minded, and unfociable 
as the puritans in England, and the preiby- 
terians in Scotland were, during the civil 
wars, and the reigns of Charles II. and his 
brother. In this, however, I find I had 
conceived a very erroneous notion. 

There is not, I may venture to aflert, a 
city in Europe where the minds of the 
^ people are lefs under the influence of fupcr- 
flition or fanatical enthufiafm than at Ge« 
neva. Servetus, were he now alivei would 
not run the fmallefl: rifk of perfecution. 
The prefent clergy have, I am perfuaded, 
as little the inclination as the power of mo- 
lefling any perfon for fpeculative opinions. 
Should the Pope himfelf chufe this city 
for a retreat, it would be his own fault if 
he did not live in as much fecurity as ^ at 
the Vatican. 

The clergy of Geneva in general are men 

of feafe, learning, and moderation, imprefT- 

L 4 in^ 
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ihg upbii the mlntls of thfeiir heareirs the 
tenets of Chriftianity with all thd graces 
of pulpit eloquence, and illuftrating the 
effiqacy of the dofkrine by their conduct 
in life. 

The people of every ftation in this place 
attend fermons and the public worfhip with 
remarkable pun6;uality. The Sunday is 
honouf ed[ with the mod ^-efpedlful d^corutli 
during ^he hours of divine fervice ; but as 
foon as that is over: all the ufual amufe-^ 
meats cemtnence% 

. Tfae.JHibHc walk:s ai^ trowed' by fill de- 
grees of ^people in theij- bed ^refles.— Tfte 
different focieties, and vvhat they call cirdes^ 
affcmble in the houfes and gardens of indi-* 
viduals* — They play at card^ and at bowls^ 
and have parties upon the lake with mufic. 

There is onecuftom univerfal here, and, 
as far as I know, peculiar to this place : 

The parents form focieties for their chil- 
dren at a very efarly perrdd of their liVes, 
Thefe 'foeietlte cotiifift <>f ten, ^ dofcen, of 

more 
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more children of the fame fex, and nearly 
of the fame age artd fituatlon in life. They 
aflemble once a week in the houfesof the 
differeot parentis, who entertain the ctrmpany 

by turns with tea, cofFeej bifcuits; and fruit j 
itid then feav^ the young affcmbly to the 
ffeedorn <^f 'tfeeir own ddnverfation. 

Tim eotttteaion ife ftridlly kept up 
through iife, whatever alterations may tak» 
J)Iate in' thfe fitUations of circumftancies of 
the individuals. And although they fhould 
afrerwflrds form new 6t preferable intima- 
ties, they never entirely abandon this fo-* 
ciety ; but, to the lateft period of their lires, 
continue to pafs a few evenings every year 
with the companions of their youth and 
their earlieft friends. 

The richer clafs- of the dtiiens havfe 

, fcountry houfes adjacent tb the town, where 

they pafs on'e half of the year. Thefe houfe* 

6re all of tkem neit, and fome of them 

l^lendid. One piece of magnificence they 

poflefs 
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poflefs in greater perfection than the moft 
fupcrb villa of the greateft lord in any 
y other part of the world can boaft, I nxean 
thejgrofpefl: which almoft all of them com- 
mand.TT-The gardens and vineyards of the 
republic; — the Pais de Vaux; — ^Geneva 
with its lake ;— innumerable country- feats; 
-~ca(lles^ and little towns around the. lake: 
M — the vallies of Savoy, iand the loftieft 
mountains , of the Alps, all within one 
fweep of the eye. 

. Thofe whofe fortunes or employments 
dp not permit them to pafs the fummer in 
the countiy, make frequent parties of plea- 
fure upon the lake, and dine and fpend the 
evening at fome of the villages in the envi- 
rons, where they amufe themfelves with 
mufic and dancing. 

Sometimes they form themfdveS' into 
circles confiding of forty or .fifty perfons^ 
and purchafe or hire a houfe and garden 
near the torwn, where they affemble every 

afternoon 
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aftemopn during the fuoimer, drink coffee^ 
le.mofiade, and other r^frefhing Uq^ors j 
. and amufei thepfelyes with cards, : copyer- 
• fation, atdoplaying at bowls; a garnev/eiy 
different from that which goes by the facftc 
namisi i»; JSngUn^j:^ for heirc, inftjead of 
a fmootho,J«yel green, they often: efaufe 
the roughed and moft unequal piece of 
ground. The player, inftead of rolling the 
bowl, throws it in fuch a manner, that it 
refts in the place where it firft touches the 
ground ; and if that be a fortunate fituation, 
the next player pitches his bowl diredly on 
his adverfary's, fo as to make that fpring 
away, while his own fixes itfelf in the fpot 
from which the other has been diflodged.— r- 
Some of the citizens are aftoniftiingly dex- 
terous at this game, which is more com- 
plicated and interefting than the £ngli(h 
manner of playing. 

They generally continue thefe circles till 
the dufk of the evening, and the found of 

the 
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tht drom from the fampam «1I thttn to 
the town ; aUd at that time the gates ai'e 
fliut) after which tio perfon can enter or go 
ottt^ the officer of the guard ftot having the 
power t6 opeA them, without m 6rder 
from the Syndiis, which id ndc t& be ob« 
talned bat on fom& grsM emer^erief . ^ 
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LETTER XX. 



Geneva. 

npHE mildnefs of the climate, the 
fublime beauties of the country, and 
the agreeable manners of the inhabitants, 
are not, in niy opinion, the greateft attrac- 
tions of this place. 

Upon the fame hill, in the neighbour- 
hood of Geneva, three Englifli families at 
prefent refide, whofe fociety would render 
any copntry agreeable. 

The hpufc of Mr. Neville is a temple of 

_ , / 

hofpitality, good humour, and friendlhip. 

Near to him live? your acquaintance Mn 
Upton, He perfe<9;ly anfwers your de- 
fcription, lively, lenfible, and obliging; 
and, I imagine, happier than ever you 

faw 
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faw him, having fince that time drawn a 
great prize in the matrimonial lottery^ 

Their nearefl neighbours are the family 
of Mr. Locke. T^iis gentleman, his lady 
and children, form one of the mod pleaiing ^ 
pictures of domeftic felicity I -aver beheld. 
He himfelf is a man of refined tafte, a be- 
nevolent mind, and elegant manners. 

Thefe three families, who live in the 
greateft cordiality with the citizens of Ge* 

neva, their own countrymen, and one 
another, render the hill of Cologny the 
mod delightful place perhaps at this mo« 
ment in the world. 

The Englifli gentlemen who refide in 
the town often refort hither, and mix 
with parties of the bed company of 
Geneva. 

I am told, that bur young countrymen 
never were on To friendly and fociable a foot- 
ing with the citizens of this republic as at 
prefent, owing in a great degree to the cdn- 

tiliatory 
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dilatory manners of thefe three families, and 
to the great popularity of an Eaglifli noble- 
man, whp has lived with his lady and fon in 
iJiSs ftate for feveral years. 

I formerly mentioned, that all who live 

« _ 

in town, muft return from their vifits in 
the country at fun- fet, other wife they are 
certain of being fliut out ; — the Genevois 
being wonderfully jealous of the external, 
as well as the internal enemies of their in- 
dependency. This jealoufy has been tranf- 
mitted from one generation to another, 
ever fince the attempt made by the Duke 
of Savoy, in the year 1602, to feize upon 
the town. 

He marched an army, in the middle of 
a dark night, in the time of peace to the 
gates, applied fcaling-ladders to the ram- 
parts and walls, and having furprifed the 
centinels, feveral hundreds of the Sa- 
voyard foldicra had adually got into the 
town, and the reft were following, when 

they 



i6p VIEW OF SOCIETY ANP 

they were at length difcovered ty. a wo- 
man, who gave the alarm. 

The Genevois ftarted from their flee{^ 
feized the readied arma they could h^ 
attacked the aflailants with fpirit and 
energy, killed numbers in the ftreet, drovp 
others out of the gate, or tumbled them 
over the ramparts, and the few who 
were taken prifoners, they beheaded next 
morning, without further proccfs or cere* 
mony. 

The Genevois annually diftinguifli tb^ 
day on which this memorable ejcploit wa$ 
performed, as a day of public thankfgiviqg 
and rejoicing. 

It is called le Jour de TEfcalade. Thgre is 

divine worlhip in all the churches. *- 

The clergymen, on this occafion, after 
fermon, recapitulate all the ciroumftanccs 
of this interefting event; put the audience 
in mind of the gratitude they owe to Di- 
vine Providence^ and to the valour of their 
anceftors, which iavcd them in fo xejnarkr 

able 
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nble a manner from civil and religious 
bondage; enumerate the peculiar blellings 
which they enjoy } and exhort them, in 
the moft pathetic ftrain, to wateh oVer theit 
liberties, remain fteady in their religion^ 
and tranfmit thefe, and all their other ad-^ 
vantages, unimpaired to their pofterity. 

The evening of the Jour de TEfcalade is 
fpent in vifiting, feafting, dancing, and all 
kinds of diverfions ; for the Genevois fel- 
dom venture on great feftivity, till they 
have previoufly performed their religious 

duties In this, obferving the maxim 

of the Pfalmift, to join trembling with 
their mirth. 

The State keeps in pay a garrifon of 
fix hundred mercenaries, who mount 
guard and do duty every day. But they 
do not truft the fafety of the republic to 
thefe alone. All citizens of Geneva are 
foldiers. They are exercifed feveral hpurs^ 
daily,' for two months, every fummer; 
during which time they wear their uni-^ 

Vol. I. M forms, 
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forms, and at the end of th^t period are 
reviewed by the Syndics. 

As they receive no pay, and as the offi- 
cers are their fellow- citizens, it cannot be 
imagined that thefe troops will perform the 
manual exercife and military evolutions 
. with the exaftnefs of foldiers who have no 
other occupation, and who are under all 
the rigour of military difcipline. 

Neverthelefs they make a very reipeft- 
able figure in the eyes even of dif^nterefted 
fpedators ; . who are, however, but few in 
number, the greater part confiding of their 
own parents, wives, and children. So, I 
dare fwear, there are no troops in the 
world, who, at a review, arc beheld 
with more approbation than thofe of 
Geneva. 

Even a ftranger of a moderate Ihare of 

fenfibility, who recolleds the connection 

between the troops and the beholders, who 

obfervcs the anxiety, the tendernefs, the 

exultation, and various movements of the 

hearty 
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ileart, which appear in the countenances of 
the fpeflatdrS) will find it difficult to re^ 
main unconcerned :- — ^But fympathifmg 
with all around him, he will naturally 
yield to the pleafing emotions, and at length 
behold the militia of Geneva "with the eyes 
of a citizen of the republic. 

Geneva, like all free ftates, is e:spofed to 
party-rage, and the public harmony is fre- 
quently interrupted by political fquabbles. 
Without entering into a detail qf the par- 
ticular difputes which agitate them at pre- 
fent, I {hall tell yoU in general^ that one 
part of the citizens are accufed of a defiga 
of throwing all the power into the hands 
of a few families, and of eftablifhing ' a 
complete ariftocracy. The other oppofes 

every meafure which is fuppofed to have 
that tendency, and by their adverfaries are 
accufed of feditious defigns. 

It is difficult for ftrangers who refide 
here any coniiderable time, to obferve a 
ftri£t neutrality. The Englifh in particu- 

M 2 lar 



164 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

lar are exceediDgly difpofed to take part 
with one fide or other:, and as the govern- 
ment has not hitherto attempted to bribe 
themi they generally attach thcmfelves to 
the oppofition. 

Walking one afternoon with a young 
nobleman, who, to a ftrong tafte for natu-i 
ral philofophy, unites the moft paffionate 
zeal for civil liberty, we paffed near, the 
garden, in which one of thofe circles' which 

• * 

fupport the pretenfions of the magiftracy 
aflemble* I propofed joining them. No, 
faid my^ Lord, /with indignation; I will 
not go for a moment into fuch a fociety : 
I confider thefe meh as the enemies of their 

■ 

country, and that place as a focus for con- 
fuming freedotn. 

Among the citizens themfelves, political 
altercations are carried on with great fire 
and fpirit. A very wofthy old gentleman, in 
whofe hdufe i have been often entertained 
with great hofpitality, declaiming warmly . 
againft rertain meafures of the Council, 

affcrted, 
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aflerted) that all thofe who had promoted 
them deferved death ; ^tid if it djspended 
on him, they fliould all be hanged with- . 
out lofs of time# His brother, who was 
in that predicament, interrupted him, and 
faid, with a tone of voice whicli Teemed to 
beg for mercy. Good God ! brother ! furely 
you would not pufh your refentment fo far : 

you would not adually hang them ? Oui 

» 

afTurement^ replied the patriot, with a de- 
termined countenance, et vous, mon tres . 
cher frere^ vous feriez le premier pendu 
pour montrer mon impartialite. 



Mj 
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LETTER XXI. 



Genera. 

A LTHbUGH this republic has bng 
continued in a profound peace^ and 
there is no great probability of its being 
foon engaged, in bloody confiift, yet the 
citizens of Geneva are not the lefs fond of 
the' pomp bf war. 

This appears in what they call their mi« 
litary feafts, which are their mpft favourite 
amufements, and which they take every 
opportunity of enjoying. 

I was prefent lately at a very grand en- 
tertainment of this kind, which was given 
by the King of the Arquebufiers upon his 
acceflion to the royal dignity. 

Thii 
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This envied rank is neither tranfmittgd by 
hereditary right, nor obtained by election ; 
but gained by fkill and real merit. 

A war with this ft^te, like the war of 
Troy, muft neceflarily confift of a fiege. 
The Ikilful ufe of the cannon and arqu^bufe 
is therefore thought to be of the greateft 
importance. During feveral months every 
year, a confiderable number of the citizens 
are almoft conftantly employed in firing 
at a mark, which is placed at a proper 
diftance. 

Any citizen has a right, at a fmall ex- 
pence, to make trial of his Ikill in this 
way; and after a due number of trials, 
the moft expert markfman is declared 
King. 

There has not been a coronation of this 
kind thefe ten years, his late Majefty hav- 
ing kept peaceable poflefflon of the throne 
during that period. But this fummer, 
Mr. Mofes Maudrier was found to excel in 
ikill every competitor ; and was raifed to 

M4 the 
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the throne by the unanimous voice of the 
judges. 

He was attended to his own houfe from 
the field of conteft by the Syndics, amidft 
the acclamations of the people. Some time 
after this, on the day of his feaft, a camp 
.was formed on a plain, without the gates 

9 

of the city. 

Here the whole forces of the republic, 
both horfe and foot, were aflembled, and 
divided into two diftindt armies. They 
were to perform a battle in honour of his 
Majefty, all the combatants having previ-^ 
oufly fludied their pai;^s. 

This very ingenious, warlike drama had 
been ^compofed by one of the reverend 
minifters, who is faid to poflefs a very ex-^ 

tenfive military genius. 

That the ladies and people of diftinc-* 
tion, who were not to be adlually engaged, 
(night view the adiion with the greater eafe 
m^ fafety, a large amphitheatre of feats 

W3? 
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was prepared for them at a conveaient dif- 
tance from the field of battle. 

Every thing being in readinefs, the Syn- 
dics, the Council, ftrangers of diilin£tion, 
and the relations and favourites of the King, 
aflembled at his Majefty's palace, which is' 
a little fnug houfe, fituated in a narrow lane 

in the lower part of the city. From th^ 

palace, the proceffion fet out in the follow- 
ing order : 

His Majefty walked firft,* fupported by 
the two eldeft Syndics. 

Jn the next rank was the Duke of H — , 
with the youngeft. 

After thefc walked Lord Stanhope, the 
Prince Gallitzin, Mr. Clive, fon lo Lord 
Clive ; Mr. Grer>ville, fon to the late mi- 
nifter; Mr. St. Lcger, and many other, 

Englifh gentlemen, who had been invited 
to the feaft. 

Next to them came the Council of twehty-r 
five ; and the pfbceflion was clofed by the 
King's particular friends and relations. 

.In 
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la this order they marched through the 
city, preceded by a band of mufic, who 
played, as you may believe, the moft 
martial tunes they poflibly could think 
of. 

When this company came to the field 
where the troops were drawn up, they 
were faluted by the officers; and having 
made a complete circuit of both armies, 
the King and all his attendants took their 

feats at the amphitheatre, which had been 
prepared for that purpofe. 

. The impatience of the troops had been 
very vifible for fome time. When the 
King was feated, their ardour could be no 

longer reftrained. They called loudly to 

their officers to lead them to glory.- 

The fignal was given — They advanced to 
the attack in the moft undaunted man- 

ner. Confcious that they fought under 

the eyes of their King, the Syndics, of 
their wives, children, mothers, and grand- 
mothere^ they difdained the thoughts of 

retreat. 
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r^eat— — They ftood undifturbed by 
the thidcdl fire. They fmiled at the 
roaring of the cannon, and, like the horfe 
in Job^ they cried among the trumpets;, 
ha, ha! 

The ingenious author of the battle had 
taken care to diverfify it with feveral en- 
tertaining incidents. 

An ambufcade was placed by one of the 
armies, behind fome trees, to furprize the 
enemy— —-This fucceeded to a miracle, 
although the ambbfcade was pofted in the 
fight of both armies, and all the fpeda-* 
tors. 

A convoy with provifions, advancing 
towards one of the armies, was attacked 
by a detachment from the other ; and after 
a fmart ikirmifh, one half of the waggons 
were carried away by the affailants :— The 
other remained with the troops for whom 
they feemed to have been originally in- 

tended^ « 

A wooden 
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A wooden bridge was brifkly attacked, 
and as refolutely defended ; but at length 
was trod to pieces by both armies ; for, in 
the fury of the fight, the combatants for- 
got whether this poor bridge was their 
friend or their foe. By what means it got 
into the midft of the battle, I never could 
conceive ; for there was neither river, 
}>rook, nor ditch in the whole field. 

The cavalry on both fides performed 
wonders.— ——It was difficult to determine 
which of the generals diilinguiihed him- 
felf mod. They were both dreflfed in 
clothes exuberantly covered with lace; 
for the fumptuary laws were fufpended for 
this day, that the battle might be as mag- 
nificent as. poffible. 

As neither of thefe gallant commanders 
would confent to the being defeated, the 
reverend author of the engagement could 
not make the cataftrophe fo dccifive and 
afiediog as he intended* i 

While 
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While Viftory, with equipoifed wings, 
hovered over both armies, a meflenger ar- 
rived from the town-hall with intelligence 
that dinner was ready. This news quickly 
fpread among the combatants, and had an 
efFe£t fimilar to that which the Sabine wo- 

' men produced when they rufhed between 
their ravifhers and their relations* — The 
warrioris of Geneva relented at once ; and 
both armies fufpended their animofity, in 
the contemplation of that which they both . 

^ loved, They threw down their arms, 

fhook hands, and were friends.. 

Thus ended the battle.— — I don't know 
how it will afFe<3: you : but it has fatigued 
me fo completely, that I have loft all appe^ 
tite for the feaft, which muft therefore be 
delayed till another poft. 
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LETTER XXir. 



Geneva. 



npHE fame company which had attended 
the King to the field of battle, marched 
with him in proceflion from that to the 
Maifon de Ville, where a fumptuous en- 
tertainment was prepared." 

This was exadly the reverfe of a fete- 
champ6tre, being held in the town-houfe, 
and in the middle of the ftreets adjacent; 
where tables were covered, and dinner pro- 
vided, for feveral hundreds of the officers 
and foldiers. 

The King, the Syndics, moft of the 
members of the Council, and all the ftran* 
gers, dined in the town-halU The other 
rooms, as well as the outer court, were 
likewife full of company. 

There 
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There was much greater havpc at din- 
ner than had been at the battle, and the 
entertainment in other rcfpedts vyas nearly 
as warlike. 

A kettle-drum was placed in the middle 
of the hall, upon which a martial flourifh 
was performed at every tdaft. This was 
immediately anfwered by the drums and 
trumpets without the hall, and the cannon 

of the baftion. 

Profperity to the republic, is a favourite 
toaft : — ^When this was announced by the 
firft Syndic, all the company ftood up with 
their fwords drawn in one hand, and glafles 
filled with wine in the other. 

Having drank the toaft, they claflied their 
fwords, a ceremony always performed in 
every circle or club where there is a public 
dinner, as often as this particular toaft is 
named. — i— It is an old cuftom, and im- 
plies that every man is ready to fight in 
defence of the republic. 

5 After 
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After we had been about two hours at 

. table, a new ceremony took place, which I 

expected as little in the middle of a feaft. 

An hundred grenadiers, with their fworda 
drawn, marched with great folemnity into 
the middle of the hall ; for the tables being 
placed in the form of a horfe-fhoe, there 
was vacant fpace in the middle fufiicient to 
admit them* 

They defired permiflion to give a toaft : 

This being granted, each of the grenadiers, 
by a well-timed movement, like a motion 
in the exercife, pulled from his pocket a 

large water-glafs, which being immediately 
filled with wine, one of the foldiers, in the 
name of all, drank a health to King Mofes 
the firft. His example was followed by his 
companions and all the company, and was 
inftantly honoured by the found of the 
drums, trumpets, and artillery. 

When the grenadiers had drank this, 
and a toaft or two more, they wheeled 

about, and marched out of the hall with 
f ' the 
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tl)e fame folcmntty with which they had 
entered^ refuming their places at the tables 
ia the ftreet* 

Soon after this a tnaa fantaftically.drefled 
entered the hall^j and diftributed oolong the 
compaiiy fome printed ftieets which feeraed 
to have come diredly from the prefs. 

This proved to Be a ifong made for^the 
occafion^ replete with gaiety, Wit^ and 
good fenfe, pointing out, in i. humorous 
ftrain, the atj^vantages v^hich the citizens 
of Geneva poflefled, and esthortihg them to 
unanimity, induftry, and publid fpirit.— 
This ditty was fung by the man whd 
brought it, while many of the cditipan]^ 
joined in the chorus* 

When We defcended from the toWn-hallg 
we found the foldiers iriter/nlngled with 
their officers, ftill featcd at the tables in 
the ftrcets, and encircled by their wives and 
children* 

They all arofe foon after^ and dividiHg 
into different eofnpanieS| repaired to the 

Vol. I. N ramparts. 
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ramparts, the fields, and the gardens^ 
wh^re, with^mufic and dancing, they con- 
tinued in high glee during the reft of the 
evening. 

The whole exhibition of the day, though 
no very juft reprefentation of the raanocuvrtis . 
of war, or the elegance of a court enter-, 
tainment,. formed the moft lively picture of 
jollity, mirth, good-humour, and cordiality, 
that I had ever feen. 

The inha.bitants of a whole city,— -of a 
whole ftate if you pleafe, united in one 
fcene of good fellowlhip, like a fingle fa- 
mily, is furely no common fight. 

■ if 

If this fketch conveys pne half of the 
fatisfadion to your mind, which the fcene 
itfelf afforded mine, you will not think thefc 
two long letters tedious. 
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Geneva. 
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OjpHERE are . fome of the citizens of 
Geneva themfelves' who deride the 
little military eftablifhment of the repub- 
lie, and declare it to be highly ridiculous" 
in luch a feeble (tate to prcfunie that they 
could defend themfelves. *The very idea 
df refiffance againft Savoy or France, they 
hold as aomra. ' 

'"They feem to take pleafure in mortifying 
their countrymen, afluring them, that in 
cafe of an attack all their efforts would be 
fruitlefs, and their garrifon unable to (land 
a fiege of ten days. 

' ^Thefe^ politicians declaim againft the 
ifeedlefi e^pence of keeping the fortifica- 
tions in repair, and they calculate the md!^ 

N 2 ney 
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ney loft^ by fo many inanufa£turers beihg 
employed in wielding ufelcfs firelocks in- 
ftead of the tools of their refpeftive pro- 
feflions. 

Were I a member . of, tbis . rq)ubHc, I 
ihould have no patience with thefe difcou- 
raging m,alcontents, who endeavour to de- 
prefs the minds of their countrymen, and, 
embitter. a fource of real enjoyment. 

I am convinced that the g^rrifon, fmalL 
as it IS, aided ^y the zeal of the inhabitants^, 
and reguJated by that flhiare of difcipline. 
which their fituatioh admits, would be fpf- 
ficient fo fecure them from a coup-de^main^ 

or any immediate infult, and .might en^blei 

» ' - . " ' ,' 

tbem:tQ defend .the town from the attempts 

of any one of the neighbouring ftates, 4ill 

<. 

they fhould receive fuccour from fome of 
the others. 

Independent of thefe confiderations^ the. 
ramparts are moft agreeable walks,, copye- 

nient for the i^nhabitants, ^nd^^orji^tTjeptaJl 
to the citVi . . % I 
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Tht exercifin'g aftd reviewiflg tWinfritia 
forttt i'ri innocent arid agreeable fp^sdacle to 
the women and cWMueri, contribute* to the 
liealtk and amuienieiit t>f thetrciQpsLthenv- 
felves, and infpire the inbabitaiut&/ in go* 
4icfal'wilh the plesffing id^s oCfecurity and 
/cf the^ir ovv a uxi{)ort4nce« » , . . 
^:. .Upon the whole,. 1 am conviiicjed that 
the ifortifieaUeiis, and tl^ niilkia of Geneva, 
pr^rdutie more. faappir>er6,iin thtfe' vari<>us 
ways taktfatogetbetr^'th^tncouW bef>t}rchaf. 
ed by aM ihe mOq^y they coft> ejspend^d ip 
any other manner. . , ' : ' • 

This I imagine is. hi ore than can be iaid 
in favour of the greater part of the (land- 
ing armies on the continent of Europe, 
whofe numbers fecure the. defpoiiCfn of the 
prince, whofe maintenance is a^ moft fevere 
bOrden upQn the countries which fupport 
them, and whofe difci|)iine, inftead.of e^- 
citing p]eafing ^motions,- impreifes the mind 

with horror. 

:: N3 The 
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The ; h^ctividu^U , yrkfi <fP<PP^^. tho£r; ar<- 
tjnies ire »mi[ftrabliB^ by- the tyraoijy: cxety 
rcifed OQ them, an<)m^'tl^ihfe)v^$ tb^<:aufe 
of mifqiy to their fellow^citizens by the 
tyranny rbey excr^ife. 

But it will be faid ' they: defend the oa^ 
tion from foreign eriemifeslH-Alas I doiild^ a 
foreign conqaert>r occaliori more ^wetched- 
iiefs than fuch defenders ?! n W faeh he 
"who <?all6 himfelf my prpt^^dor has fti%pe^ 
me of tny property, and deprived me of my 
freedom, I cannot r^dtum him v^ery cordial 
thanks, when he tells me, that hie will de»- 
. fend me from ever other robber. 

The moft' folid fecurity which this little 
republic has for its independency, is 
founded on. the mutual jeaioufy of its 
neighbours. 

# 

There is no danger ^f its tneetirig-with 
tTie mibforturie which has folately^ befallen 
Poland. — ^Geneva is Rich 'an atom of allate 

r f • 

as not to be diviuble. • '•-' • 
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Jt ferves, howev^r^ as a kind of batrier 
or alarm-poft to the Swifs Cantons, particuf 
larly that of Berp, which certMnly would 
got. like to fee. it »n the hands either ef jtb^ 
^in§; of Francs. or Sardinisu , 

The acquifitiQij is not worth, the atten? 
t^pn of the firft; rand it i« better for 
the fecond, that the republic flipuld rer 
j^^jn io its prefent fr^e ?ind indopead* 
:^<vt fituation, than that it ihould revert 
j^Q^ .his pyoflfeifioui and be fubje^ted to tbt 
faqie government with his ochef domi*- 

^ :For no fooneri would Geneva be in the 
poflTcfli^n . ol Sardinia, than th^ wealthieft 
^f the citizens would abandon it^ and carry 
jheir families and riches to, Switzerland, 
,}i,plland,.or England. / • 

^ . Trade and mamufadures would dwindle 
-wish the fpirit and. independence qf theiof- 
•iijabitknts; and tjie flourifhing, e^nlightened, 
h^p^y city of GcnjeAto,.;lijDe other.towns of 
,V^^m^pnt (smi SatToyi would Iberon^e the 
i N 4 refidence 
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refidence of oppreffion, fuperftition, and 
poverty. 

In this fituation It could add but little to 
the King's revenue ; whereas, at prefent^ 
the peafants of his dominions refort In 
great numbers to Geneva every market day, 
where they find a ready fale for all the pro- 
dudions of their farms. The land is, oa 
this account, more valuable, and the pea- 
fants are more ac their eafe, though the 
taxes are very high, than in any other part 
of Savoy, 

This republic, therefore, in its prcfent iii^ 
dependent ilate, is of more ufe to the King 
of Sardinia, than if it were his property. 

If a wealthy metchant (hould purchafe a 
piece of ground from a jpoOr Lord, build ai 
large houfe, and form beautiful gardens 
lupon it, keep a number of fervants, fpend 
>a great part of his revenue in good houfe"* 
, keeping and hofpitality, the confump- 
tion of his table, and many other articleS| 
|)eing purchafed . from this Lord s tenants, 

• " • ' " ■' ' w 
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it is evident that they would become rich^ 
and be able to pay a larger rent to their 
landlord. This Lord would certainly a£t 
againft his own intereft^ if he attempted, 
by lawy chicane^ or force, to difpoflTefs the 
proprietor of the houfe and gardens. 

The free republic pf Geneva 13 ta tfcc 
Kifig of Sardinia exa^ftly what the fup- 
pcfed rich man would be to the poor Lord. 

it affords me fatibfadion to perceive, that 
jhe ftability oi this little 'f4bric of freedotti, 
raifed by my friends the citi^^ens of Ge- 
fieva, does not depend on the juftice and 
Qioderation of the neighbouring powers^ or 
any equivocal fupport; but is founded ort 
ithe roli4 laAiog pUlaiis of their mutual in- 
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J il'ryt.f^^ //c; : ' ' ^ Geneva- ' 

/ " ^ • ■ 

c. ^- ^ ' ' ^ Y Returned a few days (mce from a jour- 
ney to the Glaciers of Savoy, the Pays 
de Vatlais^ and other places among the 
Alps. 

The wonderful accounts I had heard of 
the Glaciers had excited my curiofity a 
good deal, while the air of fuperiority af- 
fumed by fome who had made this boafted 
' tour piqued my pride ftill more. 
^ One could -hardly mention any things 
curious or fingular^ without being told by 
fome of thofe travellers> with an air of cool 
contempt — Dear Sir, — that is pretty well; 
but take my word for it, it is nothing to 
the Glaciers of Savoy. 

I determined at laft not to take their 
word for it, and I found fome gentlemen 

of 
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of theJTacne .^/vi^y erf* thinking* The party 
confifted of the Duke of Hamilton, Mr* 
Upton, Mt. Greoville, Mn Kennedy;, an4 




We ,4pft Qpneva early in the moxnii^ ^ 
jhe , tji>i5d • pf Augufl:, . and breakfarfted at 
iBopnreyyie, a foxall towa in jtbe di^hy. of 
jSav9y^ ifymated at the foot of Mole, laixd^oa 

* * » 

the banks' of the river Arve. 
, The fumxnit of Mole, as we were toldL 
is about 4600 £iigli/b feet abpve the l<ibe 
of Geneva, at the lower paflage of the 
Rhone, .which laft is about 1200 feet^bovc 
the level of the -Mediterranean. Fgr thefe 
pariicularsj lihall take the word of my ia- 
former, wjiatever airs of fuperiority .he may 
affunie qn the difcovery. . 

Frpm, Bpnpeville vve proceeded to Clufe 
by a road tolerably good, and higjjly en- 
tertaining-,on account of the fingularity 
and variety of laudfcape to beTeen from, it. 
The pbjedls change their, appearance .every 
moment . ^s you advance, . for the path i 



IS 
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continually winding, to humour the pofition 
bf th£ mountains, and to gain an accefs 
between the rocks, which in fome places 
hang over it in a very threatening manner. 
The mountains overlook and prefs fo clofely 

upon this little town of Clufe, that when I 

> • ■ 

ftood in the principal ftrect, each end of it 
ifeemed to be p^rfedlly fliut up; and where- 
cver any of the houfes had fillen down, 
the vacancy appeared to the eye, at a mo- 
derate diftance, to be plugged . up in the 
fame manner by a green mountain. 

On leaving Cliifc, however, we found a 

r 

well made road running along the bank's of 
the Arve, and flanked on each fide by very 
high "hills, whofe oppofite fides tdly fo ex:- 
a£tly, as to lead one to imagine they have 
been torn from each other by fom'e violent 
conviiWion of nature. 

In other places one fide of this defile is 
a high perpendicular rock, fo very fmooth 
that it feems not to have been torn by na- 
ture, but cbifelled by art, from fop to bot- 
tom, 
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torn, while the whole of the fide diredly 
oppofite is of the moft f nailing verdure. 

, The paflage between the mountains gra- 
dually opens as you advance^ and the (cene 
divdrfifies with a fine luxuriancy of wild 
landfcape. 

Before you enter the town of Sallehche^ 
you muft crofs the Arve, wh ich at this fea-_ ^f^^^f 
fon is much larger than in winter, being 
•fi^pjn by the diflfolving fnows of the Alps, 

- This river has its fource at the parifii of 
Argentiere, in the valley of Chamouni, ia 
immediately augmented l^y torrent^ from 
die neighbouring Glaciers, and pours its 
chill turbid dream into the Rhone, (boa* 
after that river ifiues from the lake of 

Geneva. 

The contraft between thofe two rivers is 
very ftriking. the one being as pure and 
limpid as the other is foul and muddy. 
The Rhone feems to fcorn the alliance, iaitid 
keeps as long as poffible unmingled with 
his dirty fpoufe. Two miles below th^ 
r .. / place 
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place of their jundlion, a difi^rence and 
oppofition between this ill-forted couple 
is ftill obfervable; thefe, however, gra- 
dtially abate by long habit, till at laft, yield- ^ 
' iiig to neceffity, and to thofe unrelenting ' 
laws which joined them together, they mix 
in perfect union, and flow in a common 
ftream to the end of their courfe. f 

We paflTed the night at Sallenche, and^ 
the remaining part of our journey hot ad-^ 
mittirig of chaifes, they were fe4it* ba^k- lo 
Geneva, with orders to the drivers^ to gd 
round by the other fide of the lake,, zxsdi 
irtcet us at the village of Martigny,' in the 
Pays de Vallais. "..'j 

We agreed with a muleteer at Sallenche, 
who provided mules to carry us over the 
mountains to Martigny. It is a good day's 
journey from Sallenche to Chamouni, not 
on account of the diftance, but from the 
difliquljty and perplexity of the road, and 
theAeeJ) afcents iftd defcents with which 
you f^re teafed alternately the whole w^y*. i 

2 Some 
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Some of' the motintains are covered with 
pine, oak, beech, and walnut tfees* Thefe' 
are interfperfed with apple, plum, cherrj^,' 
and other fruit trees, fo that we rode a great 
part of the forenoon in (hade. 

Befides the refrefhing coolnefs this dcca- 
fioned, it was mod agreeable to me on an« 
other account. The road was in fbmc 
places fo exceedingly fteep that I never 
doubted but fome of us were to fall; I , 
therefore reflected with fatisfadion, that 
thofe trees would probably arrefl our courfe^ 
and hinder us from rolling a. great way. 

But many pathlefs craggy mountains 
remained to be traverfed after we had loft 
the protedion of the trees. We then had 
nothing but the fagacity of our mules to 
truft to. For my own part, I was very 
foon convinced that it was much fafer bil 
kli dubious occafions to depend on thtir's 
than on my own: For as often as I was 
preiented with a choice of difficulties, and 
the mule and I were of different optnioni^^ 

if 



i 
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ifi becoming more obftinate than he, I in-* 
fifted on his taking my track, I never failed 
to repent it, and often was obliged to re** 
tura to the place where the controverfy had 
begun, and follow the path to which he 
had pointed at firil:. 

It Is entertaining to obferve the prudence 
of thefe animals in making their way down 
fuch dangerous rocks. They fometimes 
put their heads over the edge of the preci- 
pice^ and examine with anxious circum- 
Ipedion every poffible way by which they 
can defcend, and at length are fure to fix 
on: that which upon the whole is the heft. 
Having pbferved this in feveral inftances, I 
laid the bridle on the neck of my mule, and 
allowed him to take bis own way, without 
prefuming to controul him in the fmalleft 
degree. 

This is doubtlefs the beft method, and 
what I reconimend to all my friends in 
their journey through life when they have 
mules for their cpaipanipas^ 

We 
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We refted fome time, during the fultry 
heat of the day, at a very pleafingly fituated 
village called Serve; and afcending thence 
along the ffe^pefl and roughed ro^d we had 
yet feen^ we paflefd by a mountain, wherein, 
they told lis j there is a rich vein of ' copper, 
but that the proprietors have left off work- 
ing it for many years* 

As we pafTed through one little village, <:^,^/<%/U 
I faw many ()eafants going into a church. ^\ 

——It was fotae Saint^s day.- ^The poor 

people muft . have half- ruined themfelves 
by purchafing gcld-lea,ft— livery thing was 
gilded.-r-The Virgin was dreffed in a new 

gown of gold paper ;- The infant in her 1 

atms was equally brilliantj all but the peri- ; 
wig on his head^ which was milk-white, [ 
and had certainly been freih powderefd. that 
very morning* 

I could fcarcely refrain from fmiling at 

. this ridiculous fight, which the people, be- 

' held' with as touch veneration as they could 

have fl>ewn, had the originals been prefent* 

Vol. L O Upon 
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Upon calling tip my eyes to' the ciding, 
I faw fomething mdfe eJttraofdinary ftiU : 
This was a portrait of God the Father, fit- 
ting on a cloudy and drefTed like a Pope^ 
with the tiara on his head. Any one muft 
naturally be fhocked at this, if he be not 
at the fame inftant moved to laughter at the 
infinite abfurdity of the idea. 

About fix in the evening we arrived at 
the valley of Chamouni, and found lodg^ 
iBgs in a fmali village called Prieure. The 
valley of Chamouni is about fix leagues in 
length, and an Engliih mile in breadth. It 
is bounded on all fides by very high moun- 
tains* Between the intervals of thefe 
mountains, on one fide of the valley, th^ 
vafi; bodies of fnow and ice, which are 
called Glaciers, defcend from Mont Blanc, 
which is their fource. 

On one fide of the valley, oppofite to the 
Glaciers, ftands Breven, a mountain whofe 

ridge is 5300 Englifli feet higher than the 

< 

valley. Many travellers, who have more 

Guriofity, 
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iuriofity, and who think Icfs of fatigue than 
wc, take their firft view of the Glaciers from 
the top of Mount Breven. As there is only 
the narrow valley between that and the 
Glaciers, dl of whidi it overlooks, and 
every other objed around, except: :M<?nt 
Blanc, the view from it muft be very ad-^ 
tAOft^geous and magnificent. 

We determined to begin with Montaii* 
rert, from which V8^_e could walk to the 
Glaciers, referving Mount Breven for ano* 
ther day's wofk, if we £bould find ourfelves 
fo inclined. After an hour's refrefhment 
at our quarters, Mr. Kennedy and I took 
a walk through the valley. 

The chapter of Priefts and Canons of c />'^''^'^'^*»^ 
Sallenche have the Lordfhip of Chamouni, \ 
and draw a revenue from the poor inhabit- 1 
ants ; the higheft mountains of the Alps, • 
with all their ice and fnow, not being fum- | 
eient to defend them from rapacity and \ 
extortion. 

O2 The 
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The prieft's houfe is beyond comparifon 
the beft m the whole valley. Looking aft 
ity I afked a young man who flood near 
me, if the prieil was rich ? 

Oui, Monfieur, h6rriblement,-r*replied 
he,^ — €t aufli il mange prefc|ue tout notre 
ble. 

I then afked, rf the people of GhamOUni 
wifhed'to get rid of him I 

, Oui, bien de celul-ci— r^ais il faut avoir 
un autre. 

I do not fee the abfolute neceflity of that^ 
faid I.— r— Confider, if you had no pricft', 
you would have more to eat. 

The lad flared then anfwered with 

great naiirete — Ah, Monfieur, dans ce pays- 
ci les pretres font tout aufli necefTaires que 
le mangen 

It is plain, that this, clergy man inflruds 

; his parifhioners very carefully in the prin- 
' ciples of religion. ■ I perceive, that your 

foul 
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foul is in very iafe hands, faid Kennedy, [ 

giving the boy a crown j but here is fome- i 
thing to enable you to take care .of your 

body. • 

In my next I fhall endeavour to give you | 

fome account of the Glaciers : — At prefent^ \ 

I muft wilh you good night. ^ 



0-2 
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LETTER XXV. 



Geneva. 



TX7E began pretty early in the morning 
to afcend Montanvert, from the top 
of which, there is eafy accefs to the Gla- 
cier of that name, and to the Valley of 
Ice. 

Our mules carried us from the inn acrofs 
the valley, and even for a confiderable way 
up the mountain; which at length became 
fo exceedingly fteep, that we were obliged 
to difmount and fend them back* Mr. 
Upton only, who had been here before, and 

was accuftomed to fuch expeditions, con- 
tinued without compundion on his mule 
till he got to the top, riding fearlefs over 
rocks, which a goat or a chamois would 
have pafled with caution. 

7 In 
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In this lafl animal^ which is to be found 
on thefe mountains only, are blendetl the 
different qualities of the goat and the 

deer. It is faid to have more agility 

than any other quadruped pofle(fed of the 
fame degree of ftrcngth. 

After afcending four hours, we gained 
the fummit of Montanvert, The day was 
remarkably fine, the objeds around noble 
and majeftic, but in. fome refpeds different 
from what I had expe£ted« 

The valley of Chamouni had difappear- 
ed : — Mount Breven feemed to have crept 

wonderfully near; and if I had not juft 

crpfled the plain which feparates the two 

mountains, and is a mile in breadth, 1 

fhould have concluded ^hat their bafes were 

in contaft, and that their diftance above 

was folely owing to the diminution in the 
fize of all mountains towards the fummit. 
Judging from the eye alone, I (hould have 
thought it poffible to have thrown a flone 

O 4 from 
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from the place where I ftood to Mount 
Breven. 

There is a chain of mountains behind 
Montanvert, all covered with fnow, which 
terminate in four diftinft rocks, of a 

« 

great height, having the appearance of 
narrow pyramids or fpires. They are 
called the Needles ; and each has a di(lin£t 
name. — Mont Blanc, furrounded by Mont- 
anvert, Mount Breven, the Needles, and 
other fnowy mountains, appears like a giant 
among pigmies. 

The height which we had now attained, 
was fo far' on our way up this mountain. 
I was therefore equally fprprifed and mor- 
tified to find, ?ifter ^n afcent of three thou- 
fand feet, that Mont Blanc feemed as l^igh 
here as when we were in the valley^ 

Having afcended Montanvert from 
Chamouni, on defcendiqg a little on the 
other fide, we found ourfelves on a plain, 

whofe appearance has been aptly compared 

to 
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* * * 

to that which a ftormy fea would have, if 

it were fuddenly arretted and fixed by a | 

ftrong froft. This is called the Valley of 1 

Ice. It ftretches feveral leagues behind ' l 

Montanvert, and is. reckoned 230a feet 

higher than the valley of Chamouni. 

From the higheft part of Montanvert 
we had all the following objects under our 
eye, fome of which feemed to obftrudl the 
view of others equally interefting; — the 
Valley of Ice, the Needles • Mont Blanc, 
with the fnowy mountains below, finely 
contrafted with Breven, and the green hills 
on the oppofite fide of Chamouni, and the 
fun in full fplendor (howing all of them 
to the greateft advantage. — The whole 
forms a fcene equally fublime and beautiful^ 
far above my power of defcription, and 
worthy of the eloquence of that veryjnge- O^^c. 
niousj^itjeman, who has fo finely illuf- />rU*r4^^ 
trated thefe fubjefts, in a particular trea- 
tife, and given fo many examples of both 
}n his parliamentary fpeeches, 

While 
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While we remained in contemplation of 
this fcene, fome of the company obferved, 
that fcom the top of one of the Needles the 
profpedl would .be ftill more magnificent, 
as the eye could ftretch over Brevenj be- 
yond Geneva, all the way to Mount Jura, 
and comprehend the Pays de Vallois, and 
many other mountains and vallies. 

This excited the ambipon of the Duke 
of Hamilton. He fprung up, and made 
towards the Aiguille du Dru, which is the 
higheft of the four Needles. Though he 
bounded over the ice with the elafticity pf 2^ 
young chamois, it was a confiderable time 
before he could arrive at the foot of the 
Needle : — for people are greatly deceived as 
to diftances in thofe fnowy regions. 

Should he get near the top, faid Mr. 
Grenville, looking after him with eager- 
nefs, he will fwear we have feen nothing — 
But I will try to mount as high as he can ; 
I am not fond of feeing people above me. 

So faying, he fprung after him. 

la 
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la aL ibort time we faw them botklcra^K 
bling up the rock:-— —The Duke had 
gained a confiderablc height, vrhsn he was 
fiiddenly ftppped by a part of the rock 
which was perfedWy imprafticable (for his 
impetuofity had prevented hioi from chooP 
ing the eafieft way); fo Mr. Grenvilte 
overtook him. 

Here they had time to breathe and cool 

a little. The one being determined not 
to be furpafled, the other thought the ex- 
ploit not worth his while, fince the honour 
muft be divided. So like two rival powers, 
who have exhaufted their ftrength by a 
fruitlefs conteft, they returned, fatigued 
and difappointed^ to the place from which 
they had fet out. 

After a very agreeable repaft, on the 

provifions and wine which our guides had 
brought from the Prieure, we pafled, by an 

eafy defcent, from the green part of Mont- 
anvert to the Valley of Ice. A walk upon 
this frozen fea is attended with inconve- 

niencies. 
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niencies. In foine placee, the fwellings, 
which have been compared to waves, are 
forty' or fifty feet high: yet, as they are 
rough, and the Ice intermingled with fnow, 
one may walk over them. In other parts, 
thofe waves are of a very moderate fize, and 
in fome places the furface is quite level. 

What renders a paflage over this valley 

ilill more difficult and dangerous is, the 

rents in the ice, which are to be met with, 
whatever dire^Skion you follow, Thefc 

rents are from two to fix feet wide, and of 
an amazing depth ; reaching from the fur- 
face of the valley, through a body of ice 
many hundred fathoms thick. On throw- 
ing down a ftone, or any other folid fub- 
ftance, we could hear the hollow murmur 
of its defcent for a very long time, found- 
ing like far diftant waves breaking upon 
rocks. 

Our guides, emboldened by habit, fkipped 
over thefe rents without any fign of fear, 
though they informed us, that they had 

often 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 205 

often fcen firefli clefts fonned, while thejr 
walked on the valley. They added, indeed, 
for our encouragement, that this wa^ always 
preceded by a loud continued noife, which 
gave warning of what was to happen. 

^ It is evident, however, that this warning, 
: though it Ihould always precede the rent, 
could.be of little ufe tothofe who had ad- 
vanced to the middle of the valley; f&r 
they neither could know* certainly in whdt 
Ldireftion to run, nor could they have time 
to get off: and in cafe the ice fhould yawh 
diredly under thdr feet,' they rnuft inevi- 

r 

tably perifli. — But probably few accidents 

of that kind happen ; and this has greater 

influence, than any reafoning upon the 

fubjedt. 

It is fuppofed, that the fnow and ice at 
the bottom, melting by the warmth of the 
earth, leave great vacancies, in the form, of 
vaults. Thefe natural arches fupportfora 
long time an amazing weight of ice and 

fnow J — for there is a vaft diftance from the 

bottom 
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fafottom to the fur£ice of this valley**— *-But 
the ice beneath continuing to diffolve, and 
the fnow above to incrcafe, the arches muB: 
at laft give way, which occafions the noife 
and rents above mentioned. Water ahi), 
which may have fallen firom.the furfa^e into 
the clefts, or is lodged by any means ih 
this great mafs of fnow, will, by its fudden 
expanfion in the a£t of freezing, occafion 
new rents at the Airface. 

We had heard a. great deal of the havoc 
made by avalanches. Thefe are formed of 
fnow driven by the winds againft the 
liigheft and moil protuberant parts of rocks 
and mountains, where it hardens and ad- 
heres fometimes till a prodigious . ma& is 
accumulated. But when thefe fupporters 
are able to fuilain the increafing weight no 
longer, the avalanche falls at once, harry- 
ing large portions of the loofened rock or 
mountain along with it ; ■ and rolling 
from a vaft height, with a thundering noife, 
to the valley, involves in certain deftrudion 

all 
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all the trees, houfes, cattle, Snd men, which 
lie in it« way*. 

The greater part of thofe who have made 
a journey to the Glaciers have feen one or 
more df fhefe avalanches in the very aft of 
falling, and have themfelves always efcaped 
by miracle.-^*-^ — Jiift ^s moft peopte who 

have made a fingle voyage by fea, if it 
were only between Dover and Calais, have 
met with a dorm, and very narrowly 
efcaped ihipwreck. 

All that any of our party can boaft is, 
that during the nights we lay at Chatnouni, 
we frequently heard a noife like diftant 



/ 



• Ac veluti mentis faxum de vertice praeceps 
Cum rtiit avulfum vento, feu turbidus imber ^ 
Proluit, aut annis folvit fublapfa vetuftas : 
Fertur in abruptum magno mons improbus a£lu, 
Exultatque folo, iilvas^ annentay virofque 
Involvens Tecum. 
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As when, by age, or rains, or tempeils torn, 
A rock from fome high precipice is borne ; 
Trees, herds, and fwains involving in the fwcep, 
The mafs flies furious from th* aerial fteep, 
Leaps down the mountain's fide, with many a bound. 
In fiery whirls, and fmokcs along the ground. Pitt. 

thunder^ 
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thunder, which we were told was ofccsl-* 
lidned by the falling of fom^ of thefe fame 
aValanche^ at a kw miles diftance. And 
during, our excurfions, we faw trees dc^ 
ftroyed, and tra(fis of foil torn from the 
fides of the mountains, over which the 
avalanches were faid to have rolled, two 
or three years before, we pafTed. Thefe 
were the narro weft efcapc^ we made.— — * 
I heartily wifh the fame good luck to all 
travellers, whatever account they themfelves 
may choofe to give to their friends when 
they return. 

The Valley of Ice is feveral leagues in 
length, and not above a quarter of a league 
in breadth. It divides into' branches, which 
run behind the chain of mountains formerly 
taken notice of. It^ appears like a frozen 

amphitheatre, and is bounded by moun- 
tains, in wbofe clefts columns of eryftal, as 
we were informed, are to be found. — The 

hoary majefty of Mont Blanc***** 
* * I was in danger of rifing into poetty, 

when 
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when recoUefling the ftory of Icaros, t 
thought it beft not to truft to mg^ t)wn 
waxen wings.^ — ^I beg leave rather to bor- 
row the following lines, which will pleafe 
jbn better than any flight of mine, and 
ptevent me from a fall : 

# 

So Zcmbla*s rocks (the beauteous work of 

froft) 
Rife white in air, and glitter o^cr the coafts 
Pale funs, unfelt, ac diftancc roll away>^ 
And on th* impaflive ice the lightnings play ; 
Eternal fnows the growing mafi fupply. 
Fill the bright mountains, prop th' incumbent 

Ikyj 
As Atlas fix'd, each hoary pile appears, ptjtt » 

The gathered winter of a thoufand years. 

Having walked a confiderable time on 
the valley, and being fufEciently regaled 
with ice, we at length thought of return- 
ing to our cottage at Prieure. Our guides 
led us down by a fliorter and deeper way 
than that by which we had afcended ; and 
in about two hours after we had begun our 
defcent, we found ourfelves at the bottom 

VOL^I. P of 
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of the mountain. This rapid manner of 
defcen^g^ mod people find more fevere 
upon the mufcles of the legs and thighs^ 
than even the afcent. For my own part, I 
was very near exhaufted; and as we were 
dill a couple of miles diftant from our 
lodgings, it was with the greateft fatisfac- 
tion that t faw our obfequious mules in 
waiting to carry us to our cottage ; where 
having at laft arrived, and being aflfembled 
in a fmall room, excluded from the view of 
icy valleys, cryftal hills, and fnowy moun- 
tains with nothing before us but humble 
objeds, as cold meat, coarfe bread, and 
poor wine, we contrived to pafs an hour 
before going to bed, in talking over the 
exploits of the day, and the wonders we 
had feen. — Whether there is greater plea- 
fure in this, or in viewing the fcenes them- 
felves, is a'queftion not yet decided by the 
cafuifts. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

. Geneva. 

nr HERE ire five or fix different Gla- 
ciers, which all terminate upon one 
fide of the valley of Chamouni, within the 
fpace of about five leagues. 

Thefe are prodigious collefiion? of fnow 
and ice, formed in the intervals or hollows 
between the mounta.ins that bound the fide 
of the vaUey hear which Mont Blanc 
ftand^. 

The fnow in thofe hollows being fcreened 
from the influence of the fun^ the heat of 
fummer can diflfolve only a certain portion 
of it.- Thefe magazines of ice and fnow 
are not formed by what falls diredly from 
the heavens into the intervals. They are 
fupplied by the fnow which falls during 
winter oq the loftiefl: parts of Mont Blanc ; 

P 2 large 
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large beds or ftrata of which Hide down 
imperceptibly by their own gravity, and 
finding no refiftance at thefe intervals, they 
form long irreguJar roots, around all the 
adjacent mountains. 

Five of thefe enter, by five different em- 
bouchures, into the valley of Chamouqi, 
and are called Glaciers, on one of which 
we had been. 

At prefent their furfacc is from a thpu- 
fand, or two thoufand feet high, above the 
valley. 

TJveir . breadth depends on the wideaefs 
of the interval between the mountains in 
which they are formed. 

Viewed from the valley, they have, in 
ix^y opinion, a much finer effe£t than from 
their fummit. 

Tl|e rays of the fun ftriking with variola 
fpirce^ on the <lifreFen|: parts, according as. 
they are more, or lefa expofed, occafion acu 
v|nequal diiTolution of the ice ; and, with 

, the 
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the help of a little imagination, give the ap- 
pearances- of columns, arches, and turrets, 
which are in fomc places tranfparcnt. . 

A fabric of ice in this tafte, two thou- 
fand feet high, and three times as brpad> 
with the fun (hining full upon it, you muil 
acknowledge to be a vfery fingular piece of 
architedlure. 

Our company afcended only the Glacier 
of Montanvert, which is not the higheft| 
and were contented with a view of the 
others from the valley ; but more curious 
travellers will furely think it worth their 
labour to examine each of them more par* 
ticularly. 

Some people are fo fond of Glaciers, that 
not fatisfied with their prefent fize, they 
infift pofitively, that they muft neceflarily: 
grow larger every year ; and they argue the 
matter thus : 

« 

The prefent exigence of the Glaciers la 
a fufficient proof that there ^as^ at fome 
period or other, been a greater quantity of 

P 3 fnow 
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fnow formed during the winter, than the 
heat of the fummer has been able to diflblve. 
But this difproportion muft neceflarily in* 
creafe every year, and, of confequence, the 
Glaciers muft augment : becaufe, any given 
quantity of fnow and ice remaining through 
the courfe / of one fummer, muft increafe 
the cold of the atmofphere round it in 
fome degree; which being reinforced by 
the fnows of the facceeding winter, will 
rcfift the diflblving power of the! fun more 
the fecond fummer than the firft, and 
ftill more the third than the fecond, and 
fo on. 

The concluSon of this reafbning is, that 
the Glaciers muft grow larger by an in- 
creafing ratio every year, till the end of 
time. For this reafon, the authors of this 
theory regret, that they themfelves have 
been fent into the world fo foon ; becaufe, 
if their birth haci beep delayed for nine or 
ten thoufand years, they fhould have feen 
the Glaciers in much greater glory, Mont 

Blanc 
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Blanc being but a Lilliputian at prefent, in 
comparifon of what it will be then. 

However rational this may appear, ob- 
jeftions have neverihelefs been fuggefted, 
which I am forry for; becaufe, when a 
theory is tolerably confiftent, well fabrl- 
cated, and goodly to behold, nothing can 
be more vexatious, than to fee a plodding 
officious fellow overthrow the whole ftruc- 
ture at once by a dafh of his pen, as Har- 
lequin does a houfe with a touch of hi^ 
fword, in a pantomime entertainment. 

Such caviller^ fay, that as the Glaciers 
augment in fize, there muft be a greater 
extent of furface for the fun-bcanas to a£t 
upon, and, of confequence, the difToIution 
will be greater, which muft effedually pre- 
vent the continual increafe contended for. 

But the other party extrieate themfelves 
from this diflRculty by roundfy afTerting, 
that the ajdditiahal^cold occafioned by xht 
faow and ice already depoiyi^d, has a much, 
greater influence in retarding tjbeir diflblu- 

P 4 tion, 
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tion, than the increafed ftirface can have in 
haftening it: and, in confirmation of their 
fyftem, they tell you, that the oldeft inha- 
bitants of Chamouni remember the Gta^ 
ciers when they were much fmaller than at 
pfefent; and alfo remember the time when 
they could walk, from the Valley of Ice, to 
places behind the mountains, by pafTages 
which are now quite choked up with hills, 
of fnow, not above fifty years old. 

Whether the inhabitants of Chamouni 

afTert this from a laudable partiality to the 

Glaciers, whom they may now confider 

(on account of their drawing flraqgers to 

vifit the valley) as their beft neighbours;*— 

or from politenefs to the fupporters of the 

above-mentioned opinion; — ^or from real 

obfervation, I fliall not prefume to fay*—- 

But I myfelf have heard feveral of the old 

people in Chamouni aflert the faft. 

"*: The ca^ltec^ being tbu&' obliged to re-* 

. jinquifh their former objeftion, attempt, in 

the next place, to fho<v, that the abet^e 

; * theory 
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theory leads to an abfurdity; becaufe, fay 
they, if the Glaciers go on increafing ip 
bulk ad infinitum^ the globe itfelf would be- 
come in procefs of time a mere appepdagc 
to Mont Blanc. 

The advocates for the continual aug- 
mentation of the Glaciers reply, that as this 
inconveniency has not already happened, 
there needs no other refutation of the im- 
pious do£lrine of certain philofophers, who 
aflert that the world has exifVed from eter- 
nity; and as to the globe's becoming an 
appendage to the mountain, they aflure us, 
that the world will be at an end long before 
that event can happen. So that thofe of 
the moid timid natures, and moft delicate 
conftitutions, may difmift their fears on 
that fubje<fi. 

For my own part, though I wifli well to 
the Glaciers, and all the inhabitants of 
Chamouni, having pafied fome days verjr 
pleafantly in their cdmpan^y ; I will take 
no part in this controverfy, the merits of 
"Jrhich I leave to your own judgment. 



\ 
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LETTER XXVII, 



Geneva. 



np H E morning of the day on which we 

departed from Prieure, I obferved a 

girl of a very fingular appearance, fitting 

before the door of one of the houfes. When 

■ r 

I fpoke to her, fhe made no anfwer: But 
an elderly man, who had been a foldier in 
the King of Sardiiiia's fervice, and my ac- 
quaintance fince the moment of our arrival, 
1/^^^ y^/^^," informed me, that this girl was an ideot, 
iyx^i^t:^. and had been fo from her birth. 

He took me to two other houfes in the 
village, in each of which there was one per* 
fon in the fame melancholy fituation; and 
he aflured n^, that all over the valley of 
Chamouni, in a family confiding of five or 
fix children, 6ne of them, generally fpeak- 
ing, was a perfeQ natural. 

This 
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This was confirmed by fome . others, to 
whom I afterwards mentioned it. I was 
told at the fame time, that the parents, fo 
far from confidering this as a misfortune, 
looked upon it as an indication of good 
luck to the reft of the family, and no un- 
faappinefs to the individual, whom, they 
always cherifh and protect, with the utmoft 
tendernefs. 

I afked my foldier, if any of his own 
family were in that fituation ? Non, Mon- 
fi^ur, anfwered hej et aufli j'ai pafle une 
vie bien dure. 

Don't you think thefe poor creatures 
very unhappy ? 

Demande pardon, Monfieurj— lis font 
tres heureux 

But you would not like to have been 
born in that ftate yourfelf ? 

Vouscroyez done, Monfieur, que j'aurois 
ete bien attrapc ? 

Attrape ! — certainly : -^don't you think 

fo top ? 

Pour 
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Pour cela, noa, Monfieur; je n'autois 
jamais travaille. 

To one who has through life been ob- 
liged to work hard for a bare fubfiftence, 
labour appears the greateft evil, and perfedJ: 
idlenefs the greateft blefling. If this foldier 
had been brought up in idlenefs, and had 
experienced all the horrors and dejedion 
which attend indolent luxury, very poffibly 
he would be of a different opinion. 
A^^f^**< During this journey, I remarked, that 

in fome particular villages, and for a confi- 
derable tradt of country, fcarcely was there 
any body to be feen who had that fwelling 
of the throat and neck, which is thought 
fo general among all the inhabitants of the 
• Alps.' In particular, I did not obferve any 

body at Prieure with this complaint; and, 
upon enquiry, was informed that there are 
many parifhes in which not a (ingle perfon 
is troubled with it, and that in other 
places at no great di dance, it is almoft 

univerfaU 

In 
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In the valley of Chamouni there Is only 
one hamlet where it is common; but In 
the Pays de Vallais, I was told, it is more 
frequent than in any other place. 

As this difeafe feems to be endemical, it 
cannot, as has been imagined, proceed from 
the drinking of water impregnated with, 
fnow or ice ; for this beverage is common 
to all the inhabitaflts of the Alps, and of 

other mountains* . 

If the water be ia reality the vehicle of 
this difeafe, we muft fuppofe it impregnated, 
not only with diflblved ice and fnow, but 
alfo with fome fait, or other fubftance, pof-^ 
fefTed of the noxious quality of obftruSing 
the glands of the throat; and we muft alfo 
fuppofe, that this noxious fubftance is to 
be found in no other inhabited, place but 
the Alps. 

After one of the inhabitants of Cha- 
mouni had enumerated many parifhes where 
there were, aiod others, where there were no 
Goitres (which is the name they give this 

fwcUing), 



. 1 
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fwelling), he concluded by telling me« I 
fhould fee theoi in great abundance among 
the Vallaifans, to whofe country we were 
going. — ^When I told the man, I thought 
his country people very happy, in being 
quite free from fuch an odious difeale, 
which affli£ted their poor neighbours-— 
En revanche, faid the peafant, nous fommes 
accables des imp6ts; — et dans le Pays de 
Vallais on ne paye rein. 

The d 1 is in the fellow, exclaimed 

I. — ^Were it in your choice, would you ac- 
cept of Goitres, to get free of taxes ? . 

Tres volontiers, Monfieur; — I'un vaut 

bien Tautre. 

« 

Quid caufae eft, mcrito quin illis Jupiter 

ambas^ 
Iratas buccas inflet*. 

You fee, my friend, that it is hoi in 
courts and capitals alone that men are dif- 



-And fliall not Jove, 



With cheeks inflam'd^ and angry hrowy forfwear 
His weak indulgence to their future prayer ? 

Francis. 

contented 



-? 
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contented with their fortunes. The caufes 
of repining are different in different places; 
but the effed is the fame every where. 

On the morning of the fixth day, we bid 
adieu to Pricure; and having afcendedL the 
mountains which (hut up ^he valley of 
Chamouni at the end oppofite to that by 
which we had entered, after various wind- 
ings on a very rugged road, we gradually 

defcended into a hollow of the moil difmal 
appearance. 

It is furrounded with high, bare, rugged 
rocks, without trees or verdure of any 
kind, the bottom being as barfen and craggy 
as the fides, and the whole forming a raoft 
hideous landfcape. This dreary valley is 
of a confiderable length, but very narrow. 
I imagine it would have pleafed the fancy 
o f Salvator^ who might have been tempted 
to fleal a cortier of it for one of his pieces, 
which, when he had enlivened with a 
murder or two, would have been a mafter- 

piece of the Horrible. 

Having 
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Having traverfed this, we continued our 
journey, fometimes afcending, then de- 
fcending into other vallies whofe names 
I have forgot.— We had a long continued 
afeent over Mount Noir, a very high hill, 
covered with pine trees, many of which 
ate above a hundred feet in height. I was 
obliged to walk on foot moft of this road, 
whicli is full as fteep as any part of that by 
which we had afcended Montanvert^ 

We came at length to the pafs which 
feparates the King of Sardinia's country 
from the little republic, called the Pays de 
Vallais. Acrafs this there is an old thick 
wall, and a gate, without any guard. This 
aarrow pafs continues for fevcral miles.— 
A few peafants arranged along the upper 
part of^ the mountains could, by rolling 
down ftones, deftroy a whole army, if it 
ihoiild attempt to enter into the country by 
this road. - . 

When you have pafled through this long 
defile, the road runs along the fide of a 

14 high 
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high ianxl fteep mounuin ;. but i? (lill fo 
very narrow, that two perfons canaot with 
fafety go abreaft, and all pafiei>g6r6 are cn^ ' 
tirely at the toercy of thofe who may be 
pofled on the higher parts of the mountain* 

From the fide of the mountain on wKich 
we pafled, we cfould have* fpoken to the 
people who inhabited the fide of the moun- 
tain opp6fite. B\it I ^m convinded it would 
have taken three or four hours walking, tp 
have gone to them : Becaufe we muft, by 
a long oblique tour^ have firft reached the 
bottom of the cleft between us, and then 
have afcended to them, by another long fa*^ 
tiguing path, which could not be done in 
lefs time than I have mentioned. 

Wherever there is a fpot of the mountain 
tolerably fertile, and the flope lefs formi- 
dable than ufual, you are al mod certain to 
find a peafant's houfe. AH the houfes are 
built of the fine red pine, which grows near 
at hand. The carriage of this, even for 
•OL (hbrt way, upon thofe very fteep mpun- 

Vol. I. Q^ tain«, 
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tains, muft have been attended with no 
fmall difficulty and danger. The dwellr 
ings areraifed on wooden props, or pillar^^ 
two or tt^ree . feet above the ground. On 
the top of each pillar a large flag or broa4 
ilone is placed, to obftruft the entrance of 

rats.— Indeed the fituation of thefe abodes 

• ... 

is fo very aerial that they feem almoft iik- 
acceflible to every animal that has not 
wings, as well as to rats* 

The road led us at length to the fummk^ 
which is level, and covered with pines for 
feveral miles. Having traverfed this, and' 
descended a little on the other fide, the 
lower Vallais opened to our view. No- 
thing can be imagined moi?e fingularly pic^ 
turefque : — ^It is of an oval form, about fevea 
leagues in length, and one in breadth, fur* 
rounded oa all fides by mountains of a fla<^ 
pendous height, the lower parts of which 
arc covered with very rich paflure'.-r-The 
y^Uey. itfelf is fertile in the highefl degree ; 
finely cuklvated>.aad divided into meadoiws,« 

. gardens,. 



gardens, and vineyards. The Rhone flows 
in beautiful mazes from the one end to the 
other.— Sion, the capital of the Vallais, is 
fituated on the upper extremity, and the 
town of JVIartigny on the lower, many vil- 

lages and detached hoiafes appearing all 
over the valley between them. The pro- 

fpedk we had now under our eye formed a 
ftriking and agreeable contraft with the 
fcenes we had juft left. The diftance freid. 
this point to Martigny,. which ftands near 
the bottom of the mountain, is. about fix 
miles. There is one continued defcent the 
^hole way, which is rendered eafy by the 
roads being thrown into a zig-zag di- 

redion* 

'After the rugged paths we had beea 
ac^uftom^d to, it was, coraparativdy fpeafc- 
ing, reft, to walk down this mt>unitain.~- 
Wc arrix^ed af Martigny refrefhed, and in 
Wgb fpiritss 



> > » 
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I.ETTER XXVIII. 



Genera. 



■0 

"pvURlNG our journey over the moun- / 
^ tains which encircle the lower Vallais, 

I had often felt an inclinatjpn to enter fome 
of the peafants' houfes, that I might be a 
witnefs of the domeftic occonomy of a 
people which Roufleau has fo delightfully 
defcribed. 

Had I been alone, or with a fingle com- 
panion, 1 (hould have pledged them libe- 
rally, and made a temporary facrifice of my 
reafon to the Penates of thofe happy moun- | 

tatneers ; for, according to him, this is the 
only payment they will receive for . their 
entertainment : But our company was by 

far 
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far too numerous*, and would have 'put their 

hofpitality to too fevere 2^ trial. 

After a night's refrefhment at Martigny,' 
we looked with fome degree of impatie^ice 
for the cabriolets^ w hicK had been ordered 
to meet us. there, - We all talked with rap^ 

ture of the fublime fcenes from which w^ 
had defcended ; yet nobody regretted ttiat 
the reft .of the journey was^ to be performed 
on plain ground. The cabriolets arriving 
the fame forenocjn. wc fet :out^ by tlie im« 
hbuchurc^ which leads to St. Maurice. -..r 

,^ That immenfe, rampart" of; mountainf* 
whi<;h furrounds the Vallais at every Qth^r 
part, is cut through here^. which rendeidi 
^at country acceffible to.iheinbabitant^rcrf 
4he canton , of Bern. This ppeiiing :ha« 
fthe appearance of a yaft- atul^ magiiifif 
<:et\t ave.nu,e, . pn . each ftde • pl which - a 
row of lofty mountains aje. pkccd, i«- 
ftead of trees. , It is fopnie leagues In lengthi 
JThe ground is exceedingly fertile, and p^tr 
fedly level : Yet if an. attack were fu^- 

Q 3 fpeded, 
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ipeded, this pafs could be e^fily defend^ 4 
by batteries at; the bottpm pf the laountam)^ 

Oft c^ch fidp, JBefidcs a riv^r qf confider- 

able depth fiowj^ along^ fametimeson the 

6ne fide and fomedmes oi) the other ; and^ 
by coutifiually cfofliog the plain, feema to 
fc^bid ^11 hp(li]e encroachments. 
; This little fpot, th^ country of the Valr 
bufftas, whi^h eocpppehends the valley above 
^efcribed^.thfi mountains (Eat furroun4 it^ 
and ftretch oa one fide all the way %o the 
lake, including three or four tpwns and 
ma^y villages, is adiftiid, governed by its 
€>^n la^ws and magif^rates, in alliance witb^, 
|>ut independent of the Swifs cantona, Ot 
iany other power.. The religion is poperyi, 
«nd the foxm of government democratic*-^ 
It feems tb-'bav^e been imagined by Nature 
IIS a laft asylum- for that divinity, without 
^hofe in^uence all her other gifts are of 

fftvall value. Should the rapacious hand of 
t)©fpotiim €vi#p grufh the right-s of mari'^ 
-kind, and overturn tb? altars of freepom. 
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in every otlter country in Europe, a chofenp 
people may here preferve'ihe .true worftiip^- 
and Ihare Iyer regard with the provmecs 
beyoM the Atlantic. 

. In the middle of the opening above mtUMr 
ttoned, s^ut fom* leagues frdm Mattigtiy; 
between two high mcnititaifis, and at th6 
fide of the Rhone, is fituated the Httfe towri 
xX St. Maurice, which guards this entrance 
Intc the lower Vallais. ^ 

Havinjg' p*{red a*brrdge at this town^ 
which divides the eobntry of the ValiaHani 
from Ihd cantbii of feern, we proceeded t6 
Bex, a -village *^ remarkable for its delight^ 
ful fitu)atio?i, ahd for the fait- wbrlcs wJiich 
are near it. After dinner, we vifitedthcfe* 
We entered the largeft faline by a paffage 
ciit^ out of the folid rock, of 2t fufficient 
height and breadth to allow a man to walk 



with eafe. 

Travellers who have the curiofity to ex- 
plore thefe gloomy abodes^ are previoufly 
furnifljed with lighted lamps or torches^ 

0^4 and 
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and dreiTed in a coaxfe habit^ to defend them 
from the flimy drippings which fall from 

the roof and fides of the paflage. 

* 

Upon arriving at the refervoir of fait 
water, which is about three quarters of a 
inile from the entrance, I was feized witib 
a naufea, from the difagreeable fmell of the 
place, and returned with all poflible expe* 

ditjron to the open air, leaving my compa-p 

nions to pu(h their refearches as far as they 

pleafed. They remaned a confiderable 
time after me/ What fatisfaflupn they re-^ 

ceived within, I (hall not take upon me 
to determine } but I ney^r; faw a fet of 
people make a more melancholy «?xit ;r-^ 
with their gre^fy frocks, their torches, their 
fmokyi wpe-rbegpne countenances, they 
put me in mind of a proceffion pf con- 
demqed heretics, walking to the flames, at 
an Auto de Fe at Lifbon. 
. leaving recovered their looks and fpirits 
^t jhe inu at Bex, they aflured me, that the 
curipfines they had fcen during .their fulv- 

^ terraneous 
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terraneous progrefs, particularly after, my 
feceffion, were more worthy of obfervation 
than anything we had met with fince wc 
had left Geneva; and they all advifed me, 
with affected {erioufnef^, to return and 
complete the intercfting vifit which I had 
left unfiniftied. 

Next horning our company divided, the 
Piike of. Hamilton and Mn Grenville 
chufing to return hy Vevay and Laufannc. 
Mr.. Upton, Mr. Kennedy, and toyfclf, 
went by the other fide of the lake of Geneva. 
They took with them the two chaifes, and 
we proceeded on, horfeback, our road not 
admitting of wheel carriages. 

We left Bex early in the morning, paflf- 
ing -through Aigle, a thriving little town, 
whofe houfes are built of a white marble 
found in the neighbourhood.- — The ideas 
of gloom and w retch ednefs, as 'v^eil as of 
magnificence, had fomehpw been linked 
in my mind with this fubftance.— I don't 
know whether this is owing to its be- 
ing 
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ing ufed in tombs and monuments ;— or 
ta my having obferved, that the houfes * 
mod profufely ornamented by it are fo often 
the manfions of dulnefs ankl difcontent.— ^ 
Whatever gave rife to this conneaion, 
of ideas, the appearance of the inhabit- 
ants of Aigle was well calculated to cure 
me of the prejudi*;' for although the 
meaneft houfes in this poor little town are 

» 

built of- marble, yet in the courfe of my 
life I never beheld lefs care and more fatif- 
fadion in the countenances of any fet of 
people. An appearance of eafe and con- 

tent prevails not only here, but all over 
Switzerland. 

A little beyond Aigle, we'crofled the 
Rhone in boats. It is broader at this ferry, 
than'where it flows from the lake of Ge- 
neva. As foon as we arrived on the other 
fide, we were again in the dominions of 
the Vallaifantj, which extend on this fide 
all the way io thcilakd 



We 
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• Wq hud * delightful ride to S(. Giago^. 
wji?r9 wfj dia^d, and retnamed fcveral 
hours to refr^fh our horfes. Though it 
was Sunday, ther^ was a fair at this town, 
to which fuch ^ co^courfe of pqop^e bad; 
reforted from the Pays dc Vallais, i tire 
canton of Bern, and from Savoy, that we 

could not without difficulty find a room to 
dine in. 

The drefs of the young Vallaifannes is 
retoarkably pidurefque. A little filk hat, 
fixed on one fide of the head, from which^ 
a bunch of ribbons hangs negligently, with 
a jacket very advantageous to the fhape,' 
gives them a fmart air, and is upon the 
whple more becoming than the drefs of the 
common people in any country I have yet 
feen* 

A Uttle beyond St. Gingo we catered 
the dukedom of Savoy* The road is here 
cut out of the lofty rocks which rife from 
the lake of Geoeva. It muft be pafled with 
caution, being exceedingly narrow, agd no 

fence 
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fence to prevent the traveller from falling 
dvcr a very high precipice. into the lake, ia 
cafe his horfe fliould ftart to one fide. 

At'fome places this narrow road is ren-^ 
^ered* ftill more dangerous by fragments 
which have fallen from the mountains 
above, and have impaired and almoft de- 
ft roycd the path. At thofe places we were 

obliged to difmount, and lead our.horfes, 
with great attention^ over riibbifli and 
broken rocks, till we gained thofe parts of 

the road which were entire. 

The fight of Meillerie brought to tny 
remembrance the charming letters of Rouf- 
fe au's two loveris. This recolledion filled 
me with a pleafine enthufiafm, I fought 
with my eyes, and imagined I difcovpred- 
the identical place where St. Preux fat with 
his. telefcope to viqw the habitation of his 
beloved Julia. — I traced- in my imagination 
his route, when ht fprung from rock to* 
rock after one* of her letters,, which a fud- 

den guft of windXhad fnatched from his- 

bands« 
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hands. — ^I marked the point at which the 
two lovers embarked to return to Clarence^ 
after an evening vifit to thofe very rocks, — 
when Sr. Preux, agonized with tender re- 
colledlions, and diftraded withdcfpair, was 

tempted tofeize his miftrets, then the wife 
of another, and precipitate himfelF along 
with her, from the boat headlong into the 
middle of the lake. 

- Every circumftance of that pathetic ftory 
came frefh into my mind. I felt myfelf on 

a kind of claflic ground, and experienced 
•thdt the eloquence of that inimitable writer 
had given me an intereft in the landfcape 
before my eyes, beyond that^whlch its own 
natural beauties could have efie<fted. 

Having Wtt the romantic rocks of Meil- 
Jerie behind, we defcended to a fertile 
plaip, almoft on a level with the lake, 
along which the road runs, flanked with 

* ' • * 

rows of fine tall trees all the way to Evian, 
an agreeable little town, renowned for jtii 
mineral w;ateir8. Here we met with many 

* * 

5 Qf 
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of our Geneva acquaintances of both Testes^ 
who had come, under pretence of drinking 
the waters, to amufe themfelves in this de- 
lightful retreat. 

We next proceeded to Tonon, a moft re- 
ligious city, if we may judge by the num- 
ber of churches and monaileries which it 
contains. The number of inhabitants are 
calculated at fix or feven thoufand', and 
every feventh perfon I faw wore the uni- 
form of fome religious order. After this^ 
1 was not greatly furprifed to perceivd 
every fymptom of poverty among the lay 
inhabitants. • 

* 

Having befpoke fupper and beds dt thid 
place, we went and vifited Ae convent 
of . Carthufians at Ripaille, T^ch is at a 
little diflance. 

It was here that a Duke of Savoy, after 
a fortunate reign, affurped the * charadket of 
a hermit, and lived with the fathers a life 
of piety and mortification, According t6 
fome; of voluptuoufiiefs and policy, ac- 

cording 
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cording to others. What we are well 

aflurcd of is, that he was in a (hort time 
eleded Pope, by the council of Bafily^ which 
dignity he was obliged to relinquiih nine 

years after, having firft made very honour- 
able conditions for himfelf. After this, he 
fpent the remainder of his life with the re- 
putation of great fandtity at Ripaille* 

Had he been allowed to chufe any part 

of Europe for his retreat, he could not 
have found one more agreeable than this 
which his own dominions furnilhed.. 

The fathers with great politenefs (howed 
us their foreft, their gardens, their apart- 
ments, and a very elegant new chapel, which 
is juft finifhed. They then conduded us 
into the chamber where their fovereign had 
lived and died. They talked much of hia 
genius, his benevolencf, and his fandlity. 
We heard them with every mark of acqui- 
efcence, and returned to our inn, where 
tho' w^. certainly did not faire Ripaille. I am 
conviaeed the fleas did: As ShakefpeareV 

carrier 



A< 
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ear ner fays> there was never .a. King Irt 
Chridendom better bit than we were, 
through the whole night. We paid fer 
our entertainment, fuch as it was, a very 
extravagant bill in the morning, and with- 
out grudging; for we confidered, that we 
were to leave our hod and his family 
amongft a fwarm of blood^fuckers, ftill 
more intolerable than fleas. 

We arrived the fame forenoon at Geneva, 
having finifhed a tour in which a greater 
variety of fublime and interefling objed^s 
offer themfelves to the contemplation of 
the traveller, than can be found in any 
other part of the globe of the fame extent. 

I am, &c. 



T -•• 
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LETTER XXIX. 



%■ t I 

« i 

I 



• 'to 



Geoeva. ( 



T AM not furprifed that your inquiries of 
late entirely regard the philofopher oP 
Ferncy. This extraordinary perfon has^ 
contrived to excite more curiofity, aiid to> 
retain the attention of Europe : for a longer' 
fpace of time, than any other man thijs age; 
has' produced, monarchs and heroes in- 
cluded.— Even the moft trivial anecdote 
relating lo him feems, in fome (legree, to ' 
intereft the Public. 

Since I have been in this country, I 

have had frequent opportunities of * con-* 
vcrfing with him, and ftill more with thofe 
who have lived in intimacy with him for 
many years : fo that, whatever remarks I 
* Vol. I. R may 
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may fend you on this fubjeft, are founded 
cither on my own obfervation, or on that 
of the mod candid and intelligent of his 
acquaintance. 

He has enemies and admirers here, as he 
has every where elfe ; and not unfrequently 
both united in the fame perfon* 

. The firflr idea which has ptefeated icfel^ 
fp, all who have atteVnptcd a defcriptiod of 
)m perfoO) is that of a ikeleton. In as far 
as. this implies exceffive leannefs^ it is juft; 
but it muft be remembered, that this ike^ 
feton, this mere compofuion of fkin ani 
bone, has a look of more fpifit arid viva- 
city, than is generally produced by fleffi 
and bloody however blooming and yotith-^ 
ful. — 

' The TOoft [iiercing ej^e^ I ever beKeld 

/ » / 7 / are thofe of Voltaire, now in his eightietR 

/ 7'yw y^^'* His .whole xcuirtenancc ia expnef^ 

five c^ gt^l3tius^ observations, . ditd eattresne 

fcafibilijty. ^ ^ . i : c * - ^ 

/In 
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lb the morning he ha4 a took of anxiety 
and difcontent ; ' biit this gradually wears 
offj and after dinner he feems cheerful;— 
yet an air of irony qever entirely forfakes 
his face, but may always be obferved lurt-' 
ing in his features, whether he frowns or 
iihiles. 

When the weather is favonraBle, he' 
takes an airing in his coach, witli his niece,' 

ft 

Of' with fome of his guefts, of whom there 
is always a fufiicient number at Ferney, 

Sometimes he faunters in his garien; or, if 

• > 

tte weather does not permit him to go 

aibroad, he employs his Icifure hours in 

* • » - 

playing at chefs with Pere Adam; or in 
receiving ihe vifits of ftrangers, a continual 
Aicceilion of whom attend at Ferney to 
eatch an opportunity of feeing him^ or in 
dilating and reading lettefs ; for he ftilt 
retains <A>rrefpondents in all the countries of 
Europe, who inform htm of every remat^* 

■ 

abl^ occurrence, and ftnd him every new 

Qterary produAton as foon. as k^appean. : > , 

R2 By 
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By far: jhe greater part of his time h 
fpent in his ftiidy j and whether he reads, 
himfelf, or liftens to another, he always has, 
a pen in his hand, to take notes, or make 
remarks. , . 

Compofition ,is his principal amufement. 

* * • 

No author who writes for daily bread, no 
young poet ardent for diftindion, is more 
ailiduous with his pen, or: more anxious 
fpr frefh fame, than the wealthy and ap- 
plauded Seigneur of.Fecney. 
• Ht live,§ in a very hofpit^Lble manner, and^ 
takes care always to keep a good cook. He. 
has generally two or three vifitors from Paris,. 

« 

who flay with him a month or Ax weeks at 

J. 

a time. When they go,, th^ir places are. 
fopn fupjplie^j jp that^;thera i^,a conftaqt 
ri^tation ^€|f foc^etjr at F^Fpey. . Thefe, with^ 
Vohaire's jQwp.familyj and his: .vifitors froiti, 
Gceneya, :;p€)mpofe a company of twelve or 
foiirte^n p^ple,, >vho dine daily at his tables 
Wi^th^r.b? app^ar^ pr not. . For wh^n ea'-; 

gag^^M p?§R4npg foni^ ^€w produSlipn fofi 
: . : the 



fhe prefs, indifpofed ' or in bad fjiirit?, he 
abes not din^'WJrti the:'cOmpah5^; but fatis- 
fies himfelf witH feeih}^ them-f^ a^cw^mi^ 

hutes, either beforer or after cimner. 

' ► . ■ "^ , 

*'' All whabting recoTnmdndation'S from his 

friends, may depend upon' being received, 

ifVe be not really indifpofed,—^He often 

f « ♦ 

brefents himfelf to the ftrangers, who af- 
Tertible almoR every afternoon in his anti- 
chamber, although they bring no particular 
recommendation. But fometimes they are 
obliged to retire without having their cu- 
riofity gratified. 

As often as this fiappens, he is fure of 
being accufed of peevilhnefs; and a thou- 
fand ill- natured ftories are related, perhaps 
invented, out of revenge, becaufe he is not 
in the humour of being exhibited like a 
dancing bear on a holiday. It is much lefs 
fti^rprifing that he fometimes refufes, than 
that he fliould comply fo often. In him, 
this complaifahce muft proceed Iblely front 
a defire to oblige; for Voltaire has been 

R3 fo 
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£o long accf;0;omed to admiration, that tbf 
flare of a few flrangers cannot be fuppofe4 
to afford him much pleafure. 

His niece^ Madame Deais,^ does th^ 
honours of the table, and entertains the 
company, Virhen her uncle is not able, or 
does not choofe to appear. She is a well- 
difpofed woman, who behaves with good- 
humour to every body, and with unremit-^ 
ting attention and tendernefs to her uncle. 

The forenoon is not a proper time to vifit 
Voltairfe, He cannot bear to have his 
hours of ftudy interrupted. This alone is 
fufficient to put him out of humour; be- 
fides, he is then apt to be querulous 
whether he fuffers by the infirmities of age, 
or from fome accidental caufe of chagrin. 
Whatever is the reafon, he is lefs an opti* 
mift at that part of the day than at any 
other.— —It was in the morning, probably, 
that he remarked,—— ~que cetoit domage 
que le quinquina fe trouvalt en Amerique, 

et la fievre en nos climats* 

Thofe 



MANl^RS m FRANfeE, jtc. ^47 

*' Tfeofc ^ho are invited t<> ftip|)er, hav^ 

iKi -opportiiiuty'of feeing hini in ihe moft 

advAotageous point of vi«^, Me^chi^O'ilft'i: 

• "* ■ ' 

crts hiaifelf tc^' e«teftaih ttee co"cflp&n;f, aBd 

» ■" 

details as fond of faying/ ^Mt are bialHed 

^Dod things, jaiseverr-t — ^a^nd wheri any 

Hv^ly temauk or ' bon root' cotttes frditi 

anottrer, he is iequally delighted, 'Srntfpayi 

the fulleft tribute of appilaufe--^ ^The 

fpipit'of minh .gains upon hiai by indul- 

gefice.^ — When furrounded' by his friends^ 

and animated by the preferice of women'^ 

Be feems to enjoy life with all the fenfihi- 

Kty of youth. 'His genius then furmounts 

fhe reftraints of age and infirmity, and 

flows along in a fine drain of pleafing, fpi- 

rited obfervation, and delicate irony. 

He has an excellent talent of adapting his 

converfation to his company. — The firft time 

the Duke of Hamilton waited on him, he 

turned the difcourfe on the ancient alliance 

between the French and Scotch nations. — . 

Reciting the circumflance of one of his 

R 4 Grace's 
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Grace's predeceiTors having accompanied 
^ary Queen of Scots, wbofc heir he at 
that time was, to the court of France,— 
he fpoke of the heroic characters of his 
finceftors, jhe ancient Earls of Douglas— 
of the great literary reputation of fomc of 
his countrymen, then living; and men- 
tioned the names of Hume and Robertfon 
in .errns of high approbadpn. "~~" 
A fliort time afterwards, he was vifited 
by two Ruffian noblemen, who are now at 
Geneva. Voltaire talked to them a great 
deal of their Etnpfefs, and the flpuri&ing 
ftatc' of their country.— — Formerly, faid 
^le, -your countrymen were guided by ig-« 
norant priefts, — the arts were unknown, 
and your lands lay wafte; but now the 
arts fldurilh, and the lands are cultivated. — 
One of the young; men replied. That there 

Was ftill a ^reat proportion of barren land 

> - - * 

in Ruffia. — ^At leaft, faid Voltaire, you 
muft admit,' that *df late your country has 
been very fertile in laurels. 

His 
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His diflike to the clergy is well known. — 
This leads him to joiti in a very trite topic 
of abufe with people who have no preten- 
fion to that degree of wit which alone 
could make their railings tolerable. — ^The 
converfation happening to turn into this 
channel, one perfon faid. If you fubtrad 
pride from priefts nothing will remain. — 
ypus comptez done, Monfieur, la gour- 
mandife pour rien^ faid Voltaire. 

He approves much more of Marmonters T 

Art of Poetry, than of any poems of that 
author's compofition. Speaking of thefe, 
he faid that Marmontel, like Mofes, could 
guide others to the Holy Land, though he 
was not allowed to enter it himfelf ^. 



. * The fame 2iIlufion> though prohablf Vdltaire did ntt 
know it, was long fincc made by Cowley ■■ ■ 

Bacon like Mofes led us forth at laft. 

The barren wildemefs he paA, ' 

Pld on the very border ftand 

Of the blefb promifed land. 

And from the mountain top of hi| flealted wit 

iSaw it himfelfy and (hew'd us it. 



Voltaire's 
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Yoltatre's unbecoming allufions to the 
Sacred Writings, and his attempts to tur» 
into ridicule fomc of the moft venerable 
charaAers mentioned in them, are no^ 

t^FlOUS, 

r A certain perfon, who flammered very 
nuch, found ipeans to get himfelf intr^*^- 
duced at Ferney^ He had no other re- 
commendation than the praifes he very 
liberally bellowed on himfelf.-—— When- 
ce' left the room Voltaire faid, he fuppofed 

^^ him to be an ayanturier , un impofteur. — ^' 
Mldamte Denis faid, Impoftors never ftam'^ 
mer: — ^To which Voltaire replied — Moife," 

\ ttp be gayoit' il pas ? 

You muft have heard of the animofity 
which has long fubfifted between Voltaire 

1 and Freron ' the Joumalift at Paris. The 
former was walking one day in his garden 
with a gentleman from Geneva, A toad 
crawled acrofs the road before them : — The 
gentleman, to- pl^fe Voltaire, faid, point- 
ing at the toad, — ^There is a Freron. What 
? can 
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calti that poor animal ha'Ye <Jone to you, te- 
plied th^'Wit, to dcfcrve fuch a name? 

He compared the Britifh nation to a 
hcgflvead of their own ftrong beer; the 
top of which is froth, the bottom dregs, 
the middle excellent. 

A friend of Voltaire's having recom- 
mended to his perufal a particular fyftem 
of raetaphylics, fupported by a train of 
reafonings, by wjiich the author difplayed 

« 

his own ingenuity and addrefs, without 
convincing the mind of the reader, or 
proving any thing befides his own elo- 
quence and fophiftry, afked, fome time 
afte^, the, critic's opinion of this per- 
formance. 

Metaphyfical writers, replied Voltaire, 
are like minuet- dancers; who being drefled 
to the greatetl advantage, make a couple of 
bows, move through the room in the finell 
attitudes, difplay all their graces, are in 
continual motion without advancing a ftep, 
and finifh at the identical point, from which 

^they. 
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they fet out. Perhaps he borrowed xhh 
thought from the following lines in Pope's 
Dunciad : 

y^* Or fee on mctaphyfic ground to prance, 
\^ ^ Show all his paccs^ noc a ftcp advance. 

This, I hope, will fatisfy you for tHc 
prefentj in my next, I fiiall fend ypu what 
farther particulars I think worth your no- 
tice concerning this fingular man. — Mean 
while, I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 



Oencvx. 



^Onfidered as a maftef, Voltaire appears 
in a v6ry amiable light. He is aflfable^: 
{lumane, and generous to his tenants and, 
dependants* He loves to fee them profper; 
and takes, part in their private and domeilic 
concerns with the attention of a patri-^ 
arch.— He promotes induftry and manufac- 
tures an[^ong tl^eip, by every, means he can 
devife ; by his care and patronage alone, 
Fernqy, fr9m a wretched village, whofe 
inhabitants were funk in floth and poverty, 
is become a flour^fhiiig and commodiqus 
litrlc town. 

That acrimony, which appears in fomq 

of: Vpltaire's works, feems to be , excited 

only againft rival, wits, and contemporary 

■ writers, 
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writers, who refufe him that diftinguifhei 
place' on ParnafTus, to which his talents en- 
title him. 

If he has been the author of fevere fatire, 
he has alfo been the obje6; of a great deal. 
Who has been the aggreflbr, it would be 
difficult to determine; but it mud be con« 
feiTedy that where he has not been irritated 
ad a writer, he appears a good*humoured 
' man; and, in particular inftanced, difplayfii 
a true philanthropy.^-*— ^The whole of bifr 
condud refpedling the Galas family j— hi* 
protection of the Sirvens, his patrot^ge of 
ihe young lady defcended ftom Comdlle; 
and many examples, which might be meik^^ 
rioned, are all of this nature. 

Softie people will tell yt)u; that all th* 
buftle he made, on thefe, and fimilat oc-^ 
cafions, proceeded from vinityj but, in mf 
mind, the man who takes pains to juftify 
bpprefled innocentre, tb roufe the indigna- 
tion of mankind againft cruelty^ and to re-* 
lieve indigent merit, is in reality bencvo^ 

lent. 
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lcot» however vain he may be of fuch 
t^tione,— — Such a man is unqueftionably 
a more ufcful member of fociety, than tht 
bumbleil monk, who has no other pl^^n in 
Ufe, than the working out his own falvatioa 
in ji corner. 

Vohaire'fi criticifms on the writings of 
Sbakefp^ar do him no honour; they be^ 
tray an ignorance of the : author, whofe 
works he fo ra(hly condemns. Shakefpear^s 
irregularities, and his difregard for the unir 
ties of the drama, are obvious to the dulleft 
of modern critics; but Voltaire's national 
prejudices, and his imperfedi knowledge 
of the language, render him. blind to fome 
of the mod ihining beauties of the Englifh 
iPqetj his remarks, however, though not 
;il ways candid nor delicate, are for the mod 
part lively* 

One evening! at Ferney, the coftverfa*- 
tion happening to turn on the geni\is cf 
/Shafcefpear, Voltaire :e3fpatiated on the 
impropriety and .abfur4ity of introducing 

2 low 
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low charadters and vulgar dialogue into 
Tragedy; and gave many indances of the 
£ngli(h bard^s having ofieaded in that par* 
ticular, even in his mod pathetic plays. A 
gentleman of the company, who is a great 
admirer of Shakefpear, obferved, by way 
of palliation, that though thofe charac- 
ters were low, yet they were natural (dans 
la nature was his expreffion). Avec per- 
miflion, Monfieur, replied Voltaire, mon 
ful eft bien dans la nature, et cependant je 
porte des coulottes* 

Voltaire had formerly a little theatre at 
his own houfe, where dramatic pieces were 
reprefented by fome of the (bciety who 
vifited there, he himfelf generally taking 
fome important character; but by aH ac*- 
counts this was not his fort, nature having 
fitted him for conceiving the fentiments^ 
but not reprefenting the adions of a 
hero. 

' , Mr. Cramer of Geneva fometimes aflifted 
upon thefe occafions.— — I have often feen 

that 
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tiiat gemleman ad at a- private theatre ih 
that; diy with : dpfcrved appIauCe. Very 
few of thofe who have made > adliig the 
ftudf; and bufinefs of. their Uves^ co)M 
have r$pr«feflted thq charaders lA which 
he appearedi i with more judgment and 

The • celebrated Clairon . herfelf has been 

« 

proud to tread Voltaxre!s domeftic theatre^ 
and to difplay at once^ his genius, and her 

,0Wn.- .: /. \i j, '.. .-r' .'p- i T ' : • : . 

. Tfecfe dramatic: e©<ftrtainm^nl9 at Fer- 
ney^ fj? .^hkb iaaa7,.of i^e itihaUucits of 
C^eneva were,;, fronx. .tipje (to itime, ipyitedj 
iji all 4>robahility .encneafed their defire for 
fjjph, ?mmfemepts, ..ajOKi, g^ve ,the hint to a 
conipany, of French, ^roedians, to come 
everjr faijinxer to the A^i^hbourhood. . 

As the Syndics and Council did .npt; 
j-ttdge; it: pj-cper to licq^pej^hjeir ading,. .this 
company have erede^ *> *theatre at ^hate- 
bine,' lyJtiich is-0t|:f thp^Frpn^hjifide i^fjthe. 
i^eal, liner which fqpjlimffijlhat kii}gdc«a §oin^ 

Vol, t. S s the 
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the territories of the rejpublic, aodr abtoiit 
thraei mile$> from the ramparts vir Gknacvai 

People come occaiionally frofb Savo;^ 
and Switzerland to attend thefe repreffiiiiiiia'- 
tions-; but the company^ on whicfh the 
ai^rsj chiefly depend, are^ the iMit^t^ t4 
Geneva. The play begins at three df feur 
in the afternoon, that the fpe^ktors^ may 
ba.ve dtne to return before the fliuttifag'dfi 
tfaci gates. 

I have been frequently at this thedtft^ 
The ^eiffbrmers are iliodferately^ gt>t>d. 
iThe admired Le Kaih, ; wBo is- now at Fer-' 
aey bb a vifit to Voltafire, fometinjeS- ex- 
Bibits:— but when I go; my cMcr induce-- 
ment is to fee Voltaire,* who gtthcraHy 

r 

attends when Le Rain ads, 'and wheif 
one of his own tragedies is to Be reprc- 
ienled. i - 

Me. fits on the ftagej arM behind' t*be 
Icenes } but fo as td^ be- fee n^ b^ a gfiefal ^ parC^ 
of the- audiente. Me tSfees as Wiich i*- 

< 

terdA in t*e feprefeniatibfr, as if Br$"<^k^ 
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cfmra?Aer depended on the pcrforoiance. 
He fcems perfe£IIy chagrracd and difguftedl 
when any df the iauftoft toimnit a n^lftife^; 
afiSd wh^nr he thinks they • perform ' w^If, 
never faife io mark hts apprdbation \i^ith all^ 

• 9 ■ 

the Violeiice of voktf and gefturfe. 

He enters into the feigned diftrelfes of 
the' piece witb every fymptottf df real eiAo- 
tJdrij and eveii fhedis tear^ with the pi'o- 
(hfioa bi i giVf pitfttit! fdr* *<! firftr thhe it' 
a trtgeay* 

I have fomefiriies fat near htm during 
ttie whole ent'eitafnmenr, bSf^rVlilg \;^ith 
aftonidiment fuch a degred of lehfiWlity' 
ih a man of eighty4 This great" age, one 
would naturally believe, might have con- 
fiderabry blunted every fenfation, particu- 
larly thofe odcafioned 'by the fidlitious dif- 
treflfes of tlie'dirarna, to which he has been 
habituated from his youtli. 

'The' pieces repreferited having * tieferi 
Written by hfmfelf, h another circumft^rfce 
"^hicfi, in my opinion,:^ fhould liaturaHy 

S 2 tend 
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tend to prevent their cffeft on him. Som«. 
people indeed aflert that this, fo far from 
diminilhing^ is the real caufe of all his 
fenfibility;. and they urge, as a proof' of 
t|sis aflfertion, that he attends the theatre, 
only when fome of his own pieces are to. 

be afled. 

» . . • • » t. 

Thaf he ihould be better plcafed to fee 
his .own tragecUes reprefented than any. 
others,, is natural; but I do not readily 
comprehend, how he can be mor« eafily 

moved 2^nd» deceived, by diftrefles , which 

• « » • * 

he himfelf invented. Yet this degree of 
deception feems neceflary to make a man 
flied tears. WhiJe thefe tears are flowing, 
he muft believe the woes he weeps are 
real : he muft have been fo far deceived 
by the cunning, of the fcene, as to have 
forgot that he was in a plajrhoufe. The 
moment he recoUeds that the whole is 
fiajooi, his fympathy and tears muft ceafe* 

^ I fhould be glad^ however, to fee Voltaire 
nrefept at the reprefentation of , fome of 

r . . Cornellle 
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Corneille or Racine's tragedies, that I might 
obferve whether he would difcover more or 
lefs fenfibility than he has done at his owii. 
We ihould then be able to afcertain this 
curiouS) difputed point, whether this fym- 

pathy regarded the piece qr the author, 

Happy, if this extraordinary maa'had 
confined his' genius to its native home, to 
the walks which the mufes love, and where 
he has always been received with diftin* 
guiflied honour, and that he had never de- 
viated from thefe, into the thorny paths of 
controverfy! For while he attacked the' ty- 
rants and oppreiTors of mankind, and thofe 
who have perverted the benevolent nature 
of Chriftianity to the moft felfifli and ma- 
lignant purpofes, it is for ever to be regretted, 
that he allowed the ihafts of his ridicule to 
glance upon the Chriflian religion itfelf* 

By perfevering in this, he has not only 
Shocked the pious, but even dlfgufted infi- 
dels, who accufe him of borrowing from 
himfelf, and repeating the fame argument 

S3 in 
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in various publications; and Teem as tired 
of the ftale fneer againft the Chriftian jdoCf» 
trinesy as of the dulled and mpfi: tedious 

i^ermons in fupport of them. 

Voltaire's behaviour during fickneis hag 
been reprefentcd.in very oppofite lights, I 
have heard much of his great contrtlion 
and repentance, when he had reafon to be^ 
lieve his end approaching, Thefe ftories, 
bad they been true, would have proved^ 
that his infidelity was affectation, and that he 
was a believer and Chriilian in his heart. 

I own I could i^ever give any credit to 
fuch reports; for though I have frequently 
met with vain young men, who have given 
themfelves airs of free- thinking, while in 
reality they were even fuperftitipus, yet I 
never could underftand what a man like 
Voltaire, or any man of common under- 
ftanding, could propofe to himfelf by fuch 
al^furd affe&ation. To pretend to defpife 
what we re*Uy revere, and to treat as hu'^ 
man what we believe to be divine, is cer- 

tainly. 
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tainly, of all kihds of hypocrify, the moft 
unpardonable. 

1 was at fonie pains to afcertaln this mat*- 
ter ; and I have been aflared, by thofe who 
have lived during many years in familiarity 

with hiu), that all thefe ftories are without 
foundation. They declared, that although 
he was unwilling to quit the enjoyment of 
life, and ufed the means of preferving health, 
hp feemed no way afraid of the confequences 
of dying. That he never dilcovered, either 
in health or ficknefs, any remorfe for the 

works imputed to him againft the Chriftian 

religion. That, on the contrary, he was 

blinded to fuch a degree, as to exprefs un- 

eafinefs at the thoughts of dying before fome 
of them, in which he was at that time en- 
gaged, were finifhed. 

Though this conduft i^s not to be juftified 
upon any fuppofition, yet there is more con- 
fiftency, and, in my opinion, lefs wicked- 
nefs in it, if we admit the account which 
his friends give, than there would be in his* 

S 4 writing 
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writing at once againll the eftablilhed opi- 
nions of mankind, the convidljcn of his own 
tonfcience, and t^e infpirations of the Peity, 
merely to acquire the applaufe of a few mi(^ 
taken infidels. 

However erroneous he may have been, 
I cannot fufped); him of fuch abfurdity. On 
the contrary, I imagine, that as foon as he 
is convinced of the truths of Chriftianity^ he 
will openly avow his opinion, in health as ia 
ficknefs, uniformly^ tp.his Jatt moment, " 
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LETTER XXXI. 

it 

Genera. 

TN obedience to your requeft, I ihall giTc 
you my opinion freely, with regard to 
Lord — ; — 's fcheme of fending his two fons 
to be educated at Geneva. 

The eldeft, if I. remember right, is not 
more than nine years of age ; and they have 
advanced no farther in their education than 
being able to read £ngli(h tolerably well. 
His Lordfhip's idea is, that when they ihall 
have acquired a perfect knowledge of the 

V 

I 

French language, they may be taught Latin 
through the medium of that language, and 
purfue any other ftudy that may be thought 
proper. 

I have attended, to his Lordlhip's objec- 
tions againft the public fchools in England, 

and 
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and after -dqe confideration, and weighibg 
every circumflance, I remain of opinion, 
that no country but Great Britainis proper 
for the education of ^ Britilh fubjeft, ^ho 
propofes to pafs bis life in his own country. 
The moft important point, in my mind, 
to be fecured in the education of a young 
man of raiik of our country, is to make hinai 
an Engliihman ; and this can be done no 
where fo efFedually as in England. 

He will there acquire thofe fentimcnts, 
that particular tafte and turn of mind, which 
will make him prefer the government^ 
and relifh the manners, the diverdons, and 
general way of living, which prevail in 
England. 

- He will thefe acquire that char^dlcr, 
which diftinguifhes Engliflimen from the 
natives of all the other countries of Europe, 
and which, once attained, however it may 
be afterwards embellilhed or deformed, can 

pever be entirely effaced. 

If 



1 



If it €aul4 %e provQii^ . that tliis dharafier 
Ib not tbe mdft amiabie, it does mit follow 
tfiat it is not the nioft expedient. It is fu^* 
ficienti that it is up^n the whole moil ap*^ 
proved of in England. For I hold it as m* 
difputable, that the good opinion of a man i 
countrymen is of more importance to hini 
than that of all the reft of mankind : Indeed^ \ 
without the firft, he very rarely can enjoy 
the fecond* 

It is thought, that by an early foreign 
education, all ridiculous Englifli prejudicet 
will be avoided* This may be true ;— but 
other prejudices, perhaps as ridiculous, and 
much more detrimental, will be formed* Tiitt 
firft capnot be attended with ipany inconve<* 
niencies; the feeoqd may render the young 
people unhappy^in their own CGiHltry whea 
they return, and difagreeable to their coun^ 

trymen all the reft of their lives. 

It is true, that the French manners arf 
adopted in almoft every country of Europe t 
^^ praiwl all pver Germasy aind the 

northern 
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northern courts^. / They are gaining ground^ 
though with a flower pace, in Spain, and in 
the. Italian . Stat wS. — This is not the cafe in 
England. — ^The Englifh manners arc uni- 
vcrfal in the provinces, prevail in the capi« 
tal, and are to be found uncontaminated 

even at court. ^ ' 

* 

In all the countries above mentioned, the 
body of the people behold this preference 
to foreign manners with difguft. But in 
all thofe countries, the fentiments of the 
people are difregarded ; whereas, in Eng-^ 
land, popularity is of real importance ; and 
the higher a man's rank is^ the more he will 
feel the lofs of it. 

Befides, a prejudice againft French man-^ 
ners is not confined to the lower ranks in 
England :--*-It is diiFufed over the whole 
nation. Even thofe who have none of the 
ufual prejudices ;-r- who do all manner of 
juftice to the talents and ingenuity of their 
neighbours ; — who approve of French man*, 
ners in French people ; yet cannot fuffer 
i them 
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them when grafted on their countrymen* 
«Should an £ngU(h,gentletnan think this 
kind of graftiog. at all adxnifiible, it will, be 
in fome of the lowed clafTes with whom he 
is connected, as his tailor, barber, valet- 
de-chambre, or cook j^— but never in his 

friend. 

» ' • •, . ■ ^ ' 

I can fcarcely remember an mftance of 
an Englifhman of fafhion, who has evinced 
in his drefs or ftyle of living a preference to 
French manners, who did not lofe by it in 
^he opinion of his countryn^en, , f 

. What I have faid of French . manners is 
applicable to foreign manners, in general^ 
which ^re all in fome degree French,- ^nd 
the particular differences are not diftinguilhr 
ed by the Engliih. 
r The feniiments of the citizens of Geneva 

are more analogous in many refpefts to the 
turn of thinking in England, than to the 
general opinions in France. Yet a Gene- 
«i)is in London will univerfally pafs for a 

frenchman. 

An 
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An Engltih' boy, font to Geneva' it aA 
tMly period of life, and t^maming there 
fi« or fcvcn years, if his^ parents be ficJt 

along with him, will probably, in the eyes 

of the £ngli(h, appear a kind of French* 

man all his life after* This is an inconvef* 

.nience which ought to be avoided with the 
£reate(l attention. 

With regard to the objeifiions againil 
public fchools, they are, in many refpe^ts, 
applicable to thofe of every country. But 
I freely own, they never appeared to me 
ftifficient to overbalantetheadvantages which 
attend that method of education ; partieu** 

_ m 

kriy a« \t is conducted in Englifh public 
ibhools* 

9 

I have perceived a certain hardihood add 
ninlinefs of charader in boy& who have 
bad a public education, fitperior to wliicft 

appears in thofe of the fame age ed'tidateld 
privately. 

At a public fchool, though a general at^* 

tention is paid to the whole, in matiy parii* 

liculars 



aiada6k'fQrrhtt32&tf^ Hbce(MMaladQriattM|g|, 
his cpmpanioQS depca^ fi^lyi oa hieroiMr 
C0fida€)^ Tbift^^ gradiiml^y^ ftrcngthenri fhe 
x^ind^ iai|Hro6r firma6i(&: a^ decifiqai. aad 

{u^eT-eao&.that wanFering 1^^ 

in tho&. wlaprhave ^qq }ong accufboiBedrCp- 

r^}y .|;^on .the afll^bac^ atui opioioor o£ 

• * 

...T^^ original. |mprdEons^?»hkli fiiqk into 6C/ 
tjberliSaxt and mind^^ and form the charaa-^ 
ter, never change.-^-.The objeds pf oar at^ 
tention vary ia the diiterent periods Qt life. 
•^Thij^ is- fomeUm^s piiftakca for a^ch^n|jc ; 
of cbaiff djter^ which 4n reality remaips of-; 
fpntially . the ikrae.r-r-He wha is ri^ferved^- 
deceiit£iil)i|:rUBl^i cur avaricioias^ whtnr ar boy ; 
uriH fidt,. la any future .^riod ef lifc^ lue* 
come open, faithful, compafffinnate,' 00 

- Ttw yfewrf tlfifind^ has^ at a poblie (ihtM^^ 
the bd(t- chaaoe of rdctfii^ing thbfe fenti^; 
i6ento'%hidi> incline the heart x^ (iriend^ 
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ihip« and corred. feififhnefa. They are 
drawn in by obfervation, whicK is infihitdy 
more powerful than precept. 

A- boy perceives, that courage, genero* 
iity, gratitude, command the efteem and 
applaufe of all his companions. He cher 
rifiies thefe qualities in his own^btieaft, and 
endeavours ta conned himfelf in friehd(hip 
with thofe who poffefs them. — He feeSthatt' 
meanncfe of fpirit, ingratitude, and ^ per- 
fidy, are the objeds of deteftation.— -He 

ihuns the boys who difplay any indications 
of thefe odious qualities. What is the bb- 
jc& of applaufe or contempt to his fchool- 
felloWs, he will endeavour to grafrinto, or 

• • • • 

eradicate from, his own charadcr,^ with teil 
thoiifand times 'more eagernefs- than ^ that- 
which was applauded atid cenTut%d'by his^ 
tutor or parents. . / ^ > o 

The admonitions of thefe laft h^'Mejpiio^ 
bably loft 'their efTea by ftequentrr-ep^ti- 
tion } or he may imagine their maxitsjg ar0 
only applicable to a: fgrtfi^X Age^; *ivl tcr- 

manners 



the fentimentB^ofHflHsuniipanroiibaffb^ 
isfnitstiori and jftikte / in the :moO: ^ feallble 

of rank at th&,public fchoolsj Jthat emula^ 



tion* the chief four to ailigencfc, is^ereatl 
hliuUed«-^The boys la th^ jniddle rank of 
life are depreffed by the infQlence oL their 

titled compsgiionsj \ir^u:h thet are not al«* 

nn^-c- ; •.-.? rn: c:iK ,;TO'**^ ^ 1<J P'^i 
lawed to cor/eft or retaliate.-r— -This ms 

the^wprft eflfeO: on the mitvds of both, by 
repdering jhere/riiore infolent^ and, thofi: 
more, abject* . . 

TTie public fibhools in' Englanii* difdaih 

this niean partiality ; and are/ oh that ac- 
€Our\t, peciiliarly ufefiit to ^bbys, of high 
rs^nk and great fortune. Thefe joupg peo- 
p|e af e exceedingly ^tJto imbibe falfe idfeas 

of tTieir. own importance, whicli in thofe 

::.f c '.'•;• ^ '• . • ji.- /• '' ^ •]!-?* ^fi i ^ 
impartial femmacies will be rperfedly afcerr^ 

tajae4,., and. lh,?,:^eaA-, ii^^jit;o^.J^p,^oi^th> 
.;Y9*.. :L T ' ' waghed 
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weighed in jufter (ctles than are geoenUy 
to be found in a parentis Voufe* . \ 

The young peer will be 'taught bfJtbc 
maften, and ftill more effeaually-bjr httf 
eomiades, this tnoft i^lefiil of aH leflbns,-^ 
to ex{>d& dtftfn^bn aai^teick' from per- 
fooal qualities only s becaufe no other 'can 
make Mm effimiUe. or even iave him from 
contempt ■ ■ ■ H e win fee a ^tmce of higK 
rank flogged with as litde cerembhy 'as tpe 
fbn of a tailor; and thjc nchcflt coward 
kicked about by. his companiphs equally 
with the pooreft poltroon. — ^fi(e Will |ind 
that diligencCj geiuus, . and fpir^t, ^e the 
true Sources of fupe^lcrity and applaufe, 

both within, and without the fchool. 
. The adlive principle of e;nulation, when 
allowed full play^ as in the chief fchools in 
England, operates in various ways, and a^' 

ways with ^ good effect.— — If a boy finds 

that he falls beneath his companions in. 
litet'ary merit, he will endeavour to excel 
them in i ntrepidity ^ or Ibnic'tDthcf accom-' 

■'" './-v-- t plilhifient. 
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pti(hmetttI-<--^-^If^he beibii3ugfattot^ 



for neg^e&xng hSa cxercifb, v he wiU try tp 

lave hinoSfelf &0ftrc(>pten1pfe^^^ 

winh ^hidh he htfv8.bHr puojyfihmenjtr.r: ;. 

The Uftleflhers and M<)f^ncetab«ffo)U^ 
{o frd^ndjr afficm^^^iottf ' yduiig people of 
xamk^ are iwt tojbmhnpujB?drto;theij;:e!to 
catioji.at a pyibUq-fdho;^ Jn^t^^^p. 

has^ .the ^eaisSc.- g^dMi^^'^"«9H9$ciTo$ 
tfaefe liabks^' and ■ ti^eh ; dcies>^fo^ t'^^bdfigivet 
ad ^'««ttt^ to> tlid- tn'md ivbaeh^ctoraaaBd 

tteoughlife.'- - •----'.';<= r .'jli -iiol :v( 



wafds^ wh«k . tHeybutfittbeeomettheiDioMa 
maftto, and hate enfetiiled their imindf 
by indidgmg iit all the pleafures wfaicl^ 
fortune puts in their power^ aDdlui^ury 
prefents. ' ' , - , > 

Upon the whole^ Tarn dearly of opialon^ 
that theea^ieft period of ev^ Eng^-i 
manV edueation, durieig which the- mtnd 
receives the mod lafting^lmpreflioQS, ioiaght 
to be in England. ' • i . ~ : ^: - 

Tz If, 



;tiiy : ^Muiiaf ity t^tts-Tfitaatofa^-^^pafdyJ^ hta 
preferred' t6 ^ift'f-' ^dicJr^'ptec*^ ^ HOr ^HF/^ % 
^ttrf ttt9;4 ytfutfg: Efiygli^:gctttloitiaau9f -fern 

io'fy' hi^inipi^td^ ^n^ hcls-amliied'th^ agcf 
df'le^BtSfen or\eigbt€^i wkb^]i9le4!terary 
l:iiciwIM^» I kzn# no (liateii^tMnfdilife^itmf 
kavera;i)eti£r'(diaA€8;/f»f re{3Dwria^iirJMt be 
has loft than in this city. He (f^t^fh^^^-^ 

of^ikofatbrdy toitffift hiafi h) In^^lHujiM^ a 
iji^eit'^fdpittibn ©£. HBthomai-eimcn, o£i^ 
hi:^'9/''^v^ M^t^i^t lb tdabirnnpknens *a9 

feffions. • ..- ;::: n 

^ Jie yr^ bav^' ^oooflaai; o|^(Mf pwcifiJ of 

bdteg. l&-^fipi9p«9yiJWth very ingin^us 
|>o6fletH*vhefc 4h<^^igbj|^ and cQXfff^rf^yw 

tdmoupoftiilkerart^^fill^^a. lo^fi^^ft ft^^ 
ciety, a young maii will fgfl i&e otosflkj^ of 

1 . fomc 



. 



rei*AM*«fh#o»gh Hffe. • '■''^•' ■--■'- --^ "'•' 
■ It May lift) be *Hjmbef«ed iiaong (he tsCel*^ 
vfciaaigej 'pf tW« -pkce, lihar theri st^fei^ 
objeds of difligation, and -^A^dly '^tUf 
jbUr66$ of amufemetir/^b^kle^ ftojfiC derived 

ai^ if6M"''an intfAaey'^iih' a- peopte bjF 
iMhofe i»^v-«ff£t^E'4i'<ySmg tIiaQ^^atl-iti«fe0■ 
•Fi (Si ^n EngliSf ftSLleiriatt ahd- h» laSy r^±^J 

having" taligftflieVdKflMibh" '6f 'wrocMcmg^ • 
Adif ibn tt X3ehcva,' -attfeiided feiitt 'fiither» 

and ^4'ro'fcfffe£tua!Iy-^r'eVeiifed' thbikcon-^ 
veniencies above nreijiftfAtd^^ Sf tdAilhlng , 

with him for feven or eight years. 

The hofpitalitj, generofity, and bene-^ 

volent difpofitioQS of this family had ac*p 

quired them the higheft degree of populair 

. rity, I faw them leave the place. Their 

carriage could with difficulty move through 

T3 .the 
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the mukitade, who were aflembled in the 
ftreets.—— Numbers of the poorer fort, 
who had been relieved by their fecret cha* 
rity, unable longer to obey the injunctions 
of (their benefadtors, proclaimed their gra« 
titude aloud* 

The joung gentleman was obliged to 
come out again and again to his old friends 
and companions^ who prefled around the. 
coach to bid him farewell axld expri^s their 
forrpw for his departure, and their wiihes 
for his profperity. The eyes of the parents 
overflowed with. tears of happinefs; and 
the whole family carried alone with them 

the affc^ion* <>f. >t^ greater part, ?«i^ |l»e 
efteem of fill the cUizeos. 



•». ' »' ^ ^ t» ^■••J- 
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LETTER XXXit 
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CmCIDE is very frequent at Geneva. . I J 

am told this has boen the cafe ever {ioce 
the oldeft people ia the republic can re^ 
member ; and there is reafon to believe^ 
that it happens oftene): here^ in jMroportion ' 
to the number of inhabitants^ than in £ng* 
land^ or any. other country of Europe. 

Th£ multiplicity of inftances which ha9 
pccurred fmce I h^ve been here is ailomfh- 

« 

iog. Two that have happened yc^y lately 
are ,remarkabl(s for the ^peculiar dreum^ 
ftanc^ which accompanied thtn>. 

The firft was occafioned by a fudden and 
unaccountable fit of defpair, which it\%t^ 
the fon. of one of thcrweahh^ft and mod 
rpfpe^able citizens pf the rep^bUcr This 

T4, young 



/ 

young gentleman had, in appearance, everj' 
reafon to be fatisfied with his lot. He was 
handfome, and in the vigour of youth, 
married tq . 21, woman of .an excellent cha- 
ranker, who had brought him a great for-^- 
tune, and by whom he was the father of a 
finii chite. In the midft of all thefe bleffings, 
, fbrrounded"l)jr eviery thing whicfr xrOuM ip^ 
fpire ar mail With air attachment ' td life, 
hV ftk ft-lttfiipportJlbfei and Withcmt aiif 
obviou^ cauft of chagrfft, ^deternittied to 
dtftroy ttinftlf.- •' • ' ' ■ 

^ Hating piflrd fbme hours with'Ws iho^ 
ther, a mdflr*vklukble W6mati; antf vWth hh 
Wife and' dKf!tl, he left them in ippafent 
gobd1iUhi6Uf,'^enrmt6 ahdthdr room,- ap- 
plied' thir'nitilzlii-of* s ttitiikef to his fore* 
hekcPj'^^riftt'feati: the tfi^er with Ink toe, 
and blew t>jif"hi8'-briiih§,-«i the hearing of 
tM -'^IW^^^triil e^pany he had |uft 

' Th« fepoprd inflanee, is thit of a blacl?- 
fmith, *t(rliD,* i^Kpg tfhe' fame fatal refolu- 
. - \ tion, 



<ldii, »f^4[fiA bkVtbg iJSy'conV'enknt inftra^ 
meat at hand, charged &n o)d gui>*barrel 
^hfa a: bmce of bullets,;. and puttkig 6ne 
ind iuto thd £1:^ dF bts forge, ti^ a ftrmg 
to the handle of the belldws, by.pulUng of 
Vhich be could make them, play, while he 
was at; a convenient dil^ance« Kneeling 
down, ; he then placed hh head near the 
mouth of the barrel, and moving the bel- 
lows by means of the ftring, they blew up 
the fire, he keeping his head with aftonifh- 
mg firmnefs, and horrible delibefatioh, in 
that pqfition, till the farther end of the bar- 

rel was fo cheated as, to, kindle the powder, 

- • '••'■'^' < • ^ «''-•.. , .f -.... 

whofe explofion inftantly drove the bullets 
through j^is brains. 

Thougfar^ J J^^now that this happened lir 

terally as I have related, yet there is 

fome^hing* fo extraordinary, and almoil in- 
credible^ in the circumAances, that perhaps 
I |houl4^ not have mentiorxed it,, had it not 
boeft wsHiAtt§fl)?^,-and know^i tp the inh^t- 

bitants 
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bitants of G^eva^ aad all tht ^n^ifh wh<> 
' are at prefent here. 

Why futcide istiiore frequent in^-Gi-cat: 
Britain and Geaieva than elfewhere^ would 
be a matter of curious inyeftigation. For it 
appears very extraordinary; that men (hould 
be moft inclined to kill themfelves in coun- 

r 

tries where the bleffings of life are beft fe- 
cured. There muft be fome ftrong and pe- 
culiar caufe for an effedt fo prepofterous. 

. Before coming Ijere, I^ was of opinion, 
that the frequency of fuidde in England^ 
wa$ occafioned. in a great meafure by the 
ftormy and unequal climatei which while 
it clouds the Iky, throws alfo a gloom over 

ft 

, the minds of the natives. — ^To thia caufe, 
foreigners generally add, that of the ufc of 

coal, inftead of wood, for fueU ' 

I refted fatisfied with fome vague theory, 
built on thefe taken together :— But nei- 
ther can account for the fame effcfk at Ge-/^ 

r m 

neva, where coal is not ufed, aiid where 

the 
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the dimate! is .the,iiMa«; iv^b that: !» Swit- 
xerhitidy SaToy^ and the adghbc^uring parts 
of Fraace,^ where inftances of fuicide are 
eertkial^ much more rare. . v ; 

Without prefunving to decide what are 
the remote caufes of dus fatal propenfityi 
it appears evident to me^ that no reafoning 
can have the fmalleft force in preventing 
il^ but what is founded upon the foul^s ixst^ 
mortality and a future ftate.-rWhat.efFed 
can the cominoxi argv^ments have on a man 
who does not believe t^at oeceflary and im-. 
portant doArine ?— He may he told, that 
he did not give himfelf life, therefore hq 
has no right to take it away :«-Hbat he is a 
centinel on a poft, and ought to remain till 
he is relieved : — what is all this to the man 
who thinks he is never to be queftioned for 
his violence and defertion ? 

If you attempt to pique this man*s pride, 
by aflertiag, that it is a greater proof of 
•ourage to bear the ills of life, than to flee 
from them ; he will anfwer you from the 

Roman 



Ga£^ and Marsost Briititt, , were i:Q^a^)^ i 
Tine great Jegiilatdc x>f the / Jeifft &tms 
to have been CQUvincedt tb»t Qo latr or 
argumtfot ygMdit.fuk^ coujd Iwre any 
iafloenceion the miitalsi^f peofrie^who were 
ignorant of the foul's imnKxrtalkyf.jmd 
therefore^ as he did: nfat think it necdfary 
t(» mftru£fc them .in the one^ (fot reafbos 
which ' the Btfhop of ^ Gloiicefter htts un- 
folded in-hid f reatife imWxt Divinfe Legation 
of Mofes,) he alfo ^hBfagit i^ fiii)erflaous 
to give them any ekpreTs !ai>«r -agaidft 'the 
t)ther/ "'■" ' ^ • " '•• "> --' • • '•• 

• { 

tlioffe phirofopKers;" iheref6rd;'vi^h6 have 

feiideavoared to fliaBe'tbis greaV^'aild itn- 

• ••■'. ■ ' ^ . . 

porfant cohvifition fromthe minds of men, 

... ,- • - ^ , , . , •- 

have tKereby opened a door to riiicide as 
well as to other critnes, — Fori whoever rea-*' 
fons againft that, without founding upon 
the dodrine of a future Hate, win foon fee 
all his arguments overturned. . 

It 



• » • . ♦ 



Njk^^n|)|i| not trufted a matter of fo 
great importance entirely to the fallible 
rM<in"°ot a^n^f^ui^'ftar-^plahtfeS in \he 
6um^^''%rgUVijfe*livrof'rife;an^d'li6rror 

of deatn, as leldom can be pvercpmc even 
by the greateft misiortunes. 

But there is a difeafe which ibmetimes ^(r/<r.*r»Mrr- . 

*!■— W»W HI Win ' f 

afFeds the body, and afterwards communi- doi^tU^-t^ 
cates its baneful influence to the mind, over j^.y a k^md 
which it hangs fuch a cloud of horrors as R^uU. ^^ 
renders life abfolutely infupportable. In 
this dreadful ftate, every pleafing idea is 
banifhed, and all the fources of comfort 

in life are poifoned. Neither fortune, 

honours, friends, nor family, can afford the; 
fmalleft fatisfaCtion. ^Hope, the laft pil- 
lar of the wretched, falls to the ground— 
Defpair lays hold of the abandoned fuflferer 
—Then all reafoning becomes vain - 

Even 
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h^m, jvrgmncnts at'TCiti 
ami "^^^^tcHr ci^atutt: cmbr^ieeB deatK as 
his only" fJ^iend^^ wbicti^ as he thinks, may 
terminate, but cannot augment, &is mifdrj. 



P. S. You nee J not write till you bear 
from me .again^ as Itbink it is probablqr 
that we (hall have.Ieft this place before your 
letter could arrive. ^ 
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' - V- - -- - Laufahrte- ' 

THE Diikc of Hainiltoii' having a de'fire 
' V to Tifit foirie of thfe 'TSermati Courts', 
"wc badeadietito our friends at GeneVa, 
ind are thus far on our intended journeyl 
It is of peciiHar advantage in Germany; 
Trbove all other countries^ to be in company 
^ith a nian of Tank and high title, becaufe 
it fectlftates your reception every where, 

and fuperfedes the necefEfy of recommien- 
datory letters. 

I' hav« met here with my friend Brydone, 

whofe company and convetfation have re- 
tarded our journey, by fupplying the chief 

r 

bbjefits of travelling, if amufement and in- 
ftruiftion are to be ranked among them. 
He is here with the Marquis of Lindfay, 
a livfely, (piriced young man ; — one of thofe 

I eafy, 



eafy, carelefs charaders, fo much beloved 
by their intimates, and fo regardlefs of the 

opinion of the reft of mankind. 

Since you hold me tQ ffiyrj^omife of 
writing fo very regularly, you muft fomc- 
times €Kfe€t to receive a letter dated from 
jhrec or four fji^erent pl^es, whetrrcitlfer 
my Jhorjt ftay in one place deprives, me of 

tjbp. leifure,. or (ueeting :with notbiog.uasoiQr 
m.on in another, d€|>rivc3 me of jn^lerialf 
for fo long ^ letter as you rcqpiri?. * . . j 
. Xhe road frpm Geneva to tj^if tcgfiajt^ 
ajong the fide of rtp lake, tluqug^ a.^jj^r 
Ughtful country, aboundipg in yia^y^ard^^ 
which produce ..tfee via dfiJa <^te^ So muqh 
efteemed. All the little towns Jon. the .way) 
Nyon, RoUe, and Morge^ ja;^. ^P^ly. ^u* 
ated, neatly built, ^d ipbabited by 4^ tbrrv:^ 
ing and contented people^ . . ^ 

Laufajine is the capita oi thji^ gh^typut 
ing country, which /ojqi?rJy belo^ige^ to 
the Duke of Sppy* but is jiow under Jthf 

dominion of the caiit»n of $lern. * 

7 However 
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However mortifying this may be to tb& 

former pofTefipr^ i( has certainly been a 
happy difpenfatioQ to the inhabitants of the 
Pays de Vaud, who are in every refpeft 

more at their eafe, and in a better (ituation^ 
than any of the fubjeds of his Sardinian 
Majefty. 

This city is fituM^d near, the lalce, and 
at the diftance of about thirty miles from, 
Geneva* As the nobility ^ from the coim-'' 
tr^j and &om fome parts of Switzerland^ 
and the families of feveral officers who 
have retired from fervice, refide here, there 
is an air of more eafe and gaiety (perhaps 
alfo more poUtenefs) in the fociettes at 
Laufanne, than in thofe of Geneva ; at leafl: 
this is firmly believed and a0erted by all 
the noUes of this place, who coblider 
themfdves as greatly fupbrior to the. citi^ 
zens of Oeneva. Thefe, on the other 
hand, talk a good deal oi the poverty, fri*- 
voloufnefs, and ignorance of. tl^ofe fame 
nobility, and make no fcruple of ranking 

Vol. L U their 
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tbeir own enlightened mechanics abdfve 
them in every effential quality. 



•i ■ '-i^mmm^ u I I > i rf 



The road between Laufanne and Vevay. 
is very mountainous ; bat the mountains are 
cultivated to the fummits, and covered witli^ 
vines, ' ■ This would have been iqipra&i^ 
cable on account of the ileepnefs, had not 
the proprietors built flrong flone- walls at 
proper inter vals^ one. abave the other, 
which fupport the foil, and form little 
terraces from the Bottom to the top of the. 
mountains. 

Tbe peafants afcend by narrow ftair?, 
&nd^ before they arrive at the ground they 
are to- cultivate, have frequently to mount 
higher than -a mafon who* is empld^d in: 
repairing the top of a fteeple. 

The mountainous nkture iof this country 
fubjefls'^ it to frequent tolroots^ .which,. 

• r 

* " -. <,. . wncn 
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Mfhen violent, fweep aWay vin^s^ foil, and 
^alh ia oac common deftru^lioii. The 
inhabitants behold the havoc with a Aeady 
concern, and,* vj^hout ,gi\ring w^y to the 
clamorous wge of the French, or finking 
into the gloomy defpair of the Englilh^ 
think only of the moft effedual qiQanft of 
repaif^ing! the lofst— As fpoa as the ftorm 
liasaba]ted, they, begin, with admirable pa^ 
tience and perfeverancei to rebuild, the 
walls, to carry frefh e^rth on hurdles to the 
top erf the mountain, and to fpreac^ a new 
foil wherever the old has beea wafhed 
awafyt 

Where property is .perfedly fccurct ; 
and men afe allowed to enjoy the fruits of \ 
their own labour, they are capable of i 
efforts unknown in thofe countries /where 

f - . * 

defpoitlfdi renders every thing precarious, |^'>*^v ^ 
and where k tyrant reaps what flaves-have ' A^^-r 
•fown.,^ - \ . ' .'•-.• ^'^^^' 

This parr of the Pays de Y^ud is inha- 
bited bythe defcendants of thpfe unhappy 

U 2 people. 
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people, i;vho were driven by the moft ab* 
furd and cruel perfecudon firom the Tallies 
of Piedmont and Savoy. 

I win not adfert, that the iniquity of the 
perfecutbrs has been vffited upon thdr 
children; but the fu^rings and ftedfaft* 
ntk of the periecuted feem to be recom* 
penfed by the happy iituadon in which 
thdr children of the third and fourth gene- 
rations are now placed. 

Vevay is a pretty little town, containing 
between three or four thoufiind inhabit*- 
ants. It is fweetly Htuated on a plain, 
near the head of the lake of Geneva, where 
the Rhone enters. The mountains behind 
the town, though exceedingly high, arc 
entirely ciiltivated, like thofe on the road 
from Laufanae. 

There is a large village about half-^way 
up the mountain, in a dircd line above 
Vevay, which, viewed from below, feem^ 
adhering to the fide of the precipice, and 
has a vefy lingular and romantic appearance. 

\ The 
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The principal ehurch is detached from 
th^ towa» and (itu^ted on a hill which 
Overl(K)dc& it. From the terrace, or church-* 
yard, there is a view of the Alps, the 
Rbone» the lake, with towns and villages 
on its margin.-^—*- Within this church the 
hody of General Ludlow is dep6£ited» That 
fttsdy repuhlican withdrew from Laufanne 
to this place, after the aflfaffinatidn di his 
friend Lifle , who was fhot through the 
heart, as he was going 'to church, hy a 
ruffian, who had come acrofs the lake foir 
(hat purpafe, and who, aniidft the confu- 
fion occafioned by the murder, got fafe ta 
the^hoftt, #jad efcaped* to tfec^ Didce pf Savoy's 
territories on the other Ede, where he waa 
openlypyptedted. — ^This was a pitiful way 
of aveogioii; the death of a monarch, who» 
whether juftly or not, had been publicly 
condemned and executed. 

There is a long Latin epitaph on Lud- 
low^s monument, enumerating nwny cir- 
fumftances of his life, but omitting the 

U3 moft 
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moil remarkable of them all. He is ratted^ 
Patriae libertatU defcnfor, et pote/feitis arbi* 
trariae propugnator aicerrimus*, &b^— But 
no nearer hint is given of his having been 
one of King Charles the Firft's judgea, and 
of his having figned the fentence againft 
that ill-fated Prince. 

However fond the Swils in general may; 
be of liberty, and however partial to its 
aflertors, it ,is prefi^mable that thofe who 
prpteded Ludlow did not approve of this 
pirt of his ftory, and gn that account a^ 
particular mention of it was not made of\ 

his tomb« . ,:, ^ 

» 

There is no traveHing by poft througl^ 
Switzerland : we therefore hired horfes at 
Geneva, to carry us to Bafil ; from whence 
we can proceed by poft to Straibourg, 
which 18 the route we defign to take. • We 
leave Laufanne the day after to-morrow. 

* A defender of the liberty of his native country, and a 
determined oppofiar of arbitrary power, &c. 
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< • ■ • * . 

Bern* 

ipvN my return from Vevay to Laufanne, 
I found our friend Mr. Harvey, at 
the inn, with the Duke of Hamilton. His 
Grace inclines to remain fortie time longer 
at that city; but defired that I might pro- 
ceed with the carriages and all the fervants^ 
except his valet- de-chambre and one foot- 
man, to Strafbourg^ which I readily agreed 
to, on his proroifing to join me thprc withim 
a few days. Harvey at the fame time 
made the Very agreeable propofal of accom-^ 
panying me to Strafbourg, where he will 
rem,^)in till our departur^from thence, leav* 
ing his chaife for the Duke. 

We began our journey the following 
flay, and were efcorted as far as Payerne by 

U 4 Meflrs. 
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MefTrs. Brydone and Humberfton, where 
we paiTed a gay evening, and proceeded next 
morning to the town of Avanche, the ca- 
pital of Switzerland in Tacitus's time*. 

No country in th? world can be more 
agreeable to travellers during the fummer 
than Switzerland: For, betides the com- 
modious ro^ds and comfortable innsi, fosae 
of the mofl beautiful objects of nature, 
woods, mountains, lakes, intermingled wJit}^ 
fertile fields, vineyards,^ and fcenes of tho 
moft perfect cultivation, are here prefen^ 
to ^he eye in greater variety, an4 on a largeii 
{bale, than in any other coimtry* 

♦ Near this town, th^ Helvetians wer4 defeated by Cae- 
cma, one of VitelUus's Lieutenants. — Multa hoitiinum mil- 
Ua caefai inulta fub corpna venumdata. Cumque dir^pti^ 
omnibus, Aventicum gentis caput juilo agmine peteretur. 

Taciti Hiftoria, lib. i. cap, 6B, 

-—Many thoyfands wen (lain, and many thoufands fold as 
Ilaves; and after committing great ravage, the army 
niarched in order of battle to Avcnticwn the caj>i^.6f;ti)f 
country*. . 

From 
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From- A^aaehc wc advanced to Murttn, 
of Murat, as it i^ pronounced by the 
French, a neat Kttle town, fituated upon a 
rifing ground,, ou the fide of the lake of the 
fame xiamc* 

The army of Charles Duke of Burgundy, 
befieging thU town, was defeated, with 
great flaughter, by the Swjfs, in the year 
1476. Near the road, within a ttiile of 
Murat, there is a tittle building full of hu- 
man bones, which are faid to be thofe of 
the Burgundiaujs flain in that battle. ^^ 
this curio6s cabinet was ere(f|ed many years 

after the battle, it may be fuppofed, that 
fome of the bones of the vidors are here 
packed up along with thole of the van- 
quiihed, in order to fwell the colledion. 

There are feveral infcriptions on the 
chapeU 

DEO- QPTIM. MAX. 

, CAROLI INCLITI ET FORTISSIMI BURGUNDI^ DUCIS 
SX^CfllUft MUItATUIVI OB^IUEMS AB HELVKTIIS 
C^SUS HOC Syi MONUMENTUM RELIQUIT, 1476. 



On 
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On another fide is the folicmii^ ; 

SACELLUM 

QUO RELIQUIAa . . 

EXERCITUS BURGUNDICI 

AB HELVETIIS, A. r476, 

PIA ANTIQUITAS CONDIDIT. 

RENOVARI 

VIISQUE PUBLICiS MUNIRI 
JUSSERUNT . 

RERUM NUNC P.OMINJE 

REIPUBLiCJE 

BERNENSiS- ET FR1BURGEN9IS 

ANNO 1755* . 

The borders of the late of Murat arje 
enriched with gentlemen's boufes^ and vil»: 
Jages in great abundance* 

The drefg, manneys^ an^ perfons of tha 
inhabitants of this country indicate a difier-? 
cot people from the Geoevois,^ SavoyardS| 
or the inhabitants of the Pay^ dc Vaud,. 

We dined ^t Murat, and remained feve-j 
ral hours in the town. There was a fair, 

and a great concourfe of peopl^. The 

Swifs peafants are the talleft and moft rt)« 

buft 
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^uft I have ever feenv Thcar drcfi is' very 
particular. — They bavfe Jittle round hat8» 
Jik.c thofe worn by the Dutch flippers. — 

4 

Their x:o9£8 and wai(^eoajts are^^ll of a kind 
of coarfe black cloth. — rTheir breeches are 
made of coarfe linen^ fomething like Tailors 
Jrowfers; but drawQ tpgether in plaits be-- 
low the knees, andthe dockings are of the 
fame ftuiF jvith the breeches. 

The wpmen wear fliort jackets, with a 
great fuper^uity of buttons. The unmar- 
ried women value themfelves on the length 
of their bair> which they feparate into two 
diviflons, and allow to hang at its full 
length, braided with ribands in the Ra- 
millie fafhion. — • — After marriage, thefe 
trefles . are no longer permitted to liang 
down ; but, being twifted round the head 
in fpiral lines^ are fixed at the crown with 
large filver pins. This is the only diflfer- 
ence, in point of drefs, which matrimony 

makes. 

«»« 

Married 
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Marmd and unmarried ^ear ftraw hats, 
ornamented with blade ribands. So. fiur 
the women's drefs is becoming enough; 
but they have an awkward manner of fix- 
ing their petticoats & high as to leave 
htfdiy any waift* This encroachment of 

r 

the petticoats upon the wain^ ^kh the 
iamazing number they wear, gives a lize 

and importance to the lower and hind part 
of the body to which it is by no ^neans 
entitled, and mightily deforms the appear^ 
ancc of the whole perfon. •• 

The elegant figure of the Venus de 
MedSds, or of the Duchefs of Devonfliire, 
would be impaired, or annihilated, ^ under 
fach a prepofterous load of drefs ; ■ ■ A s 
we arrived only this afternoon, I can fay 
nothing of Bern. ' You fliall bear more in 
my next Meanwhile I am, Sec. 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Bern* 

TDERN is a regular well-built tawn, with 
fome air of magnificence. The honfo$ 
are of a fine white free-ftone, and pretty 
uniform, particularly in the principal ftreet, 
^here, they ^1:9 all exadly of the fame 
height. There are piazzas on- each fide, 
with .a walk raifed four feet above the 
level of the ftreet, very commodious ia wet 
weather. - ,. 

A fmall. branch of the Aar has bc^a 

turiyed ioto this flreet, and being confined 
toauarrpw channel in the middle, which 
has a confiderable flope, it runs with great 
rapidity ; and, without being a difagreeable 

object of itfclf, is of great forviec in keep- 
ing the ftreet cleaa. 

Another 
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Another circumftance contributes to ren^ 
der this one of the mod cleanly towns in 
Europe : — Criminals are employed in re-* 
moving rubbifh from the ftreets and public 
walks. The more atrocious delinquents 
are chained to waggons, while tfaofe who 
are condemned for fmaller crimes, are en- 
ployed in fweeping the light rubbifh into 
the rivulet, and throwing the heavier idto 

the carts or waggons, which their more 
criminal companions are obliged to pufh or 

» r 

draw along. 
Thefe wretches have collars of iron fixed 

iround their necks, with a projedHngJiandle 
in the form of a hook to each, by which 
on the flighteft offence or mutiny, they 
may be feized, and are entirely at the com- 
mand of the guard, whofe duty it is to fee 
them perform their work. — People of both 
fexes are condemned to this labour for 
months, yeiars, or for life, according to the 
nature of their crimes. 

: It is alleged, that over and above tfie de-^ 
terring from crimes, which is cffefled by 
' t this. 



tlA», in commoii with -tlit other tnethbd* 

> 

of punilhing^ there is the additional adVaa^ 
tage^ of obliging the -trriminal to repair b)^ 
his labour the in}ary which he has done W 
the comniunity, * ^' " /-^ • • '• 

I fufpear; httweveri that this advknlage o-^^j^r /^ 
Is overbalaticefl bf the bad efFeQs "of habi- 

r 

tuating people to beh6ld the mifery of their 
fellow-creatures, which I Imagine gradix- 
ally hatdpns tlie h'earts oi^ the fpedbatorsi 
and renders them lefs fufceptible of " the 
emotions of compaffion and pity ; — feel- 
ings, which, perhaps, of all others, have the 
bfft influence upon, and are the moft be- 
coming, hiiman nature. Juvenal fays. 



<' ' * 



•molUinma corda 



Humane gerieri dare fe natura fafetur^ 
Quae lachrymas dedit : haec noftri pars opti- 
^ ma fenfus** 



* Nature avoWs, tliat'flie has beftbwed-the .inoft co'mpaf* 
fionate hearts on the humata race, by giving ^em, tears; 
aiid this fcnlibility is the befl qualify of our minds* 

6 Wherever 
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WhereTcr public exfcutioa^ afid pui^^ 

Bents are frequent^ the commoa pepple 

have been obienred to acquire a greater de^^ 

1 gree of infenfibility and crudty of difpofit 

! tioD, than in places where fuch fcenes fcU 

; dom occur.— -I remember^ while I was at 

Cenevai where executions are very rare, a 

young man was condemned to be banged 

for murder, and there was a general 

gloom and uneafinefs evident in every fo- 

dety for feveral days before and after the 

execution. ^ 

The public buildings at Bern, as the ho* 
ipital, the granary^ the giiard-houfe, the 
arfenal, and the churches, are magnificent. 
There is a very elegant building juft com- 
pleted, with accommodations for many 
public amufements, fuch ^s balls, concerts, 

and theatrical entertainments. There are 
alfo apartments for private focieties and 
afiemblies. It vras buik by a voluntary 
fubfcription amon|; the no1)ility j and no fo- 

cieties. 
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cieik8| but of tShe patridan ordo*, are al^ 

Idwed there. 

• • , - ■ , ... 

Theatrical entertainments are feWom per- 
mitted at Bern ; none have as yet been per** 
formed at this new theatre. 

The walk by the great church, was for- 
merly the only public walk,, and much ad- 
x&ired on account of the view from it, and 
the peculiarity of it^ fituation, being on a 
level with the ftreets on one fide, axid fome 
hundred feet of perpendicular height above 
them on the othert , But'there is iiow ano- 
ther public walk, at fome diftance without 
the town, which has been lately made upon 
a h|^ bank by the fide of the Aaf, and is 
the mofl: magnificent i ever £aw belonging 
to this or. any other town. From it there 
is a comcbanding view of thji rivjy*, the 
town,.c^ Bern, 'the country, about it, a&4 
the Glaciers of Switzerland. 

I hare vifired the library, where, befides 
the books, there are a few aatiqnes, an4 

Vol. Ir X fome 
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ibmc - other. curbfitics<T TieifmaU figwfe (^ 
the prieft pouring wine between the bAf'eJ 
of .a buJk 18 valuable- only. becaufe it ilkif- 

trates a paflage in , Virgil, and has been 

' ^ - ' ." 

mentioned by Add'^fon. 

An addition was lately made, to thisji- 
brary by a colledioti. of Englifh. books,' 

magnificently bounds which were fentas 

> ■» . , » 

a prefeut by an Englifli gentleman ; who, 
though he has thbught^proper to conceal 
his name, has fufEciently difcovered* his 
politicar principles By/fliie riature of the 

colleaion, iamongft wliich, I diftingulffieti 

. m~ ' '\ ' * ' " 

Milton s works, particularly his profe i^writ* 

I hgfi ; Algernon Sidney on Gbvemteienrj 
Locke, Ludlow s Meinblirs, Gorddn^s- trahA 
lation of Tarftus, A^difoh^s works, parfi-^ 
icularly The Freeholder; Mirvers works^, 
Steel's, &C. They wer^ the largeft ^andl 
fincft edittohs, \ arid tnigtit he aboW the 
value of 2ool.« — ^This gentleman made a 
f>rdent ef the famenatute to the public li- 

4)rdry at Geneva. . c, : : < > 

\ happened 
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I happened to open the Glafgoyir • edi- 
tion of Homer, which 1 faw here, on a 
blank page of which was anaddrefs in La- 

s 

tin to the Corfican General, Paoli, figned, 

* * • * ■ . 

James Bofwell. This very elegant book 
had beea fent, I fuppofe, as a prefent from 
Mr. Bofwell to his friend the General ; and, 
when that unfortunate chief was obliged to 
abandon his country, fell, with other of 
his effei^s, into the hands of the Swifs 
officer in the French fervice, who made a 
prefent of the Homer to this library. 

The arfenal I could not have omitted fee- 
ing had I been fo inclined, as the Bernois 
value themfelves on the trophies contained 
in it^ and upon the quantity, good condi- 
tion, and ^arrangement of the arms. 

Nothing interefted me fo much as the 
figures of the brave Switzers* who firft took 
arms againlttyranny, and that of WiUiam 

Tell, who is reprefehted aiming at the 
apple on his fon's head. I contemplated 

this with an emotion which Was created 

X2 by 
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by the circumftances of the ftory, Aot ^y 
the workmanfliip i for, at that mopienr; J 
fliould have beheld with negledl the mcrflf 
exquifite ftatue that ever was formed of 
Auguftus Csefar. 

- • 

Surely no characters have fo juft a claim 
to the admiration and gratitude of poftef ity, 

as thofe who have freed their coifntrymeri 
from the capricious infolence of tyrants : 
And whether all the incidents of Tell's 
flory be true or fabulous, the men (who- 
ever they were) who roufed and incited 
their fellow- citizens to throw off the Auf- 
trian yoke, deferve to be regarded as pa- 
triots, having unxloubtedly been a£tuated 
by that principle, fo dear to every generous 
heart, the fpirit of independence; 



ti'- J ' 



" Who with the geh^fbus ruftics fate, *' * 

** On Uri's rock, in clrfe divan, 

" And wing'd that arrow, fare as fa,te, 

** Which afcertain'^ the facr^d rights of 
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Mr. Addifon oblerves, that there is no 
great pleafure in vifiting arfenals, merely to 
fee a repetition of thefe magazines of war ; 
yet it is worth while, as it gives an idea of 
the force of a ftate, and ferves to fix in the 
mind ' the moil confiderable parts of its 
'I»iftory» ' 

The arins taken from the Burgundians, 

in the various battles which eftablifhed th^ 

liberty of Switzerland, are difplaye4 tere^ 

alfo the figure of the Generial of Berni who, 

jn the year 1536, conquered the Pays de 

,Vaud from Charles III. Duke of Savoy.—- 

And> if they have no trophies to fliew of a 

kter date, I am convinced it is becaufe 

they are too poor and too ^ife to aim 9t 

-any e25;tenfipn of dominion:— And begaufe 

all the peighbouriftg powers are at, length 

;becOm^_fcnfible| jhat the nature of their 

couptry, aijd tljdr ;j^rfooal valour, have 

\ rendered \th^ .Swifs. * as unconquerable^ as 

from-pplitiqal eonfiderations they ' are averfe 

jd attempts conqwftst 

' X3 ■ 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



Btro* 



^T^HE difFerent cantons of Switzerland^ 
though united together by a common 

bond, and all of a republican form of go^ 
vernment, differ in the nature of that form^ 
zs well as in religion. 

The Roman Catholic religion being fa- 
vourable to monarchy, one would naturally 
imagine, that, when adopted by a republic, 
it would gradually wind up the government 
to the hi j> heft pitch of ariftocraCy. 

The faft neverthelefs is, that thofe can- 
tons, which are in the ftrongeft degree de- 
mocratical, are of the PopiCh perfuafionj 

and the moft perfeA ariftocracy of them 
all is eftaUifhed in this Proteftant canton of 
Bern, which is alfo indeed the moft pow- 
crful. In extent of country, and number 

of 
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of inhabitants, It is reckoned nearly equal 
to ail the others taken together. 

The nobility of Bern are accufed of an 

^extraordinary degree of pride and ftateli- 

nefs. They affed to keep the citizens at 

a great diftance j arid it is with difficulty 

« 

that their wives and daughters will conde- 

» ■ • 

ibend to mix with the mercantile families 
at balls, afTemblies, and fuch public . occa*- 
fions. where numbers feem eflential to the 
nature of the entertainment: by which 

means a nobility ball lofes in cheerfulnefs 

'■-•'■' 
what it retains in dignity, and is often^ as 

I am told, as devoid of amufement as it is 

folemn. 

The whole power of the government, and 
all the honourable offices of the" ftate, are 
In tlie hands of the nobility. As it is not 
permitted them to trade, they would natu- 

rally fall into poverty without this refource: 
But by the number of places which the 
Robles enjoy, and to which very confider- 

X 4 able 
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able penfions are annexed, the pooreft of 
them are enabled to fupport their families 
with dignity. 

The bailliages, into which the whole 
canton and the conquered territories are 
divided, form lucrative and honourable 
eftabliihments for the principal families of 
Bern. The bailiff i? gprernor and judge 
in his own diftrid, and there is a magni- 
ficent chateau in each for his accommoda- 
tion. At), appeal may be made from all 
fubordinate courts to him ; as alfo 6:0m his 

decifion, to the council at Bern^ 

The nobility of Bern, though born to be 
judges, are not always inftrufted in law* 
It has therefore been thought requifite, to 
appoint a certain number of perfons, as their 
affeffors, who have been bred to the pro* 
feflion. But in cafe the judge fhould differ 
from thofe affeffors, and retain his owii 
opinion in fpite of their remonflrances, as 
nobility has the [Mrecedeocy of law, the de- 

cifion 
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cifion v^uSt be given according to the will 
of the judge. 

This office remains in the hands of the 
fame perfon for the term, of fix, years only* 
I have been informed, that in fome of thefe 
bailliages, the governor may live with pro- 
per magnificence, and lay up, during the 
period of his office, two or three thoufand 
pounds, without extortion, or unbecoming 
jpjirfimony. There is no law againft his be- 
ing afterwards named to another bailliage. 

The executive power of the government, 

with all the lucrative and honourable of- 

» • ' 

fices, being thus in the hands of the nobi- 
lity, it ipay be imagined, that the middle 
and lower ranks of people are poor and 
oppreiTedi This, however, is by no means 
the cafe: for the citizens, I mean the m^- 
chants and trades-people, feem, in general*, 
to enjoy all the comforts and conveniencies 
of life. And the peafantry is uncommonly 

wealthy throughout the whole canton of 
P«rn. 

The 
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The Swifs have no objefl:ion to their 
nobles beiqg their judges, and-' to the prin- 
cipal offices of government remaining in 
their hands. They look upon the nobility 
as their natural fuperiors, and think, that 
t.4 7 -^ ^^^y ^^^ ^^^"^ fsimilies ought to be fup- 
' ^ ^ *^^^ ported with a certain degree of fplendor :— 
t^M^cTh . B^t the power of direft taxation is a differ- 

ent queftion, and muft be managed with 
all poHible caution and delicacy. It is a 
common caufe, and the conda<3: of the 
nobles in this particular is watched with 

very jealous eyes. They are Sufficiently 

aware of this, and ufe their power with 

> 

moderation. But left the nobles fhouldTat 
any time forget, a very goodliint is given 
in a Germs^n infcription in thfe arfenal, im- 
plying. That the infolence and rapacity of 
high rank had brought about the liberty of 
Switzerland. 

A people who have always arms in their 

hands, and form the only military force of 

the 
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1 

the country, are in no danger of being op- / 

prefled and irritated with taxes, , 
, It h&s been conHdered by ibme as a per«* 
nicious policy in the Swifs, to allow £o 
x^any of their inhabitants to ferve as mer- 
cenaries in the difierent armies .of- Europe, 
There are others, who confider this raea- 
fure as expedient, or lefs pernicious in the 
Swifs cantonSi than it would be in any 
other country* 

They who fupport this opinion affcrt, 
that every part of Switzerland, which is ta"- 
pable of cultivation, is already improved to 
the bigheft degree ; that, after i^etaining a 
fufiicient number of hands to keep it al- 
ways in this condition, and for the fupport 

of* every manufaftory, flill there remains 
a furplus of inhabitants, which forms the 
troops that are allowed to go into foreign 
fervices. They add, that thefe troops only 

engage for a limited number of years, after 

•• . 

the expiration of which, many of them re- 
turn with money to their native country ; 

and 
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and all of them, by fUpulation, xnay be re^ 
called by the ftate on any emergency,— By 
this means, they retain a numerous and 
well^^difciplined army on foot; whieb, fa 
far -from being a burden, in reality enriches 

1 

the ftate :-^an advantage which no other 
people ever pofleffed. 

There is ftill another motive for this , 

* 

nieafure, which, thoi^h it be not openly 
avowed, yet I fulpe(£t has confiderable 
weight : The council arc perhaps afraid, 

that if the youilg nobility were kept at 
home, where they could have but few ob- 
jedls to occupy them, they might cabal and 
ipread difTenfions in the ftate ; or perhaps^ 

through idlenefs and ambition, excite dan* 
gerous infurredions among the peafants. 
For, although jhe laws are fevere againft 
ftate crimes, and eafily put in execution^ 
againft ordinary ofienders, it might be dif- 

iicult and dangerous to puniftx a popular 
young nobleman. 

It 



. MANNERS IN FRAN<5E, &c. ^3^7 

9 

It may on thcfe accounts b^; thougKt 
highly prudent, to allow a large proportioft 
of »tbem to exhauft, in feme foreign ferr 
^ice,. the fiery and reftiefs -- years of " yoaf h, 
vrhich at home might have been fpent ia 
fadion and dangerous intrigues* ^ Very 
probably the ftates would incline to permit 
the officers to go, while they retained the 
private men at home 3 but are under a ne- 
ceffity of allowing the latter alfo, becaufe * 
without them the officers could not be raifed 
to thofe didinguifhed fituations in foreign 

fervices which are their greateft inducements 

- • . 

to leave their own country. 

After having ferved a certain time, al- 
moft all of them return to Switzerland. 
Some, becaufe they are tired of diffipation; 
others to inherit a paternal eftate ; and 
many with penfions from the Princes they 
have ferved. — The heat of youth is then 
moft probably over. — They-begin to afpire 
to thofe offices in their own country to 

which their birth gives them a claim, and 

which 



^iS VIEW OF SOCIETY ANI> 

which they now prefer to th? luftre of m>* 

litary rank. They wifh to fupport thofe 
laws, and that government, which they 

find fo partial to their families ;: or they 
defire to pafs the remainder of life in 
cafe and retirement on their paternal 
eftates. 

It is remarkable, that the Swifs officers, 
who return from foreign fervices, particu- 
larly that of France, inftead of importing 
French manners to their nativ^ mountains, 
and infcdting their countrymen with the 
luxuries and fopperies of that nation, throw 
off all foreign airs with their uniformi and 
immediately refume the plain and frugal 

ftyle of life which prevails in their own 
country. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



TTAVING, on a former occafion, made a 
more extenfive tour through Switzer- 
land, we determined not to deviate from 
tTie dired road to Stralbourg. In purfuance 
of this refplution, Harvey and I, when we 
left Bern, pafled by Soleurre, the capital of 
the canton of the fame name. * 

Soleurre is an agreeable little town fitu- 
ated on the river Aar. The houfes ar& 
neatly built, and not inelegant ; the mean- r 

eft of them have a cleanly appearance. 

The common people feem to be in eafier • J 

circumftances, and have a greater air of 

content, than in any Roman Catholic coun- / 

try I have ever vifited. The inn where we f 

. , lodged 
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lodged has th^ comfortable look* of an 
Englifh one. The French ambaflador to 
the cantons has his reiidence in this town. 
One of the churches of Soleurre is the 
moft magnificent modern building in Swit- 
2erland. 

The arfenal is ftored with arms, in pro- 
portion to the number of inhabitants in the 
canton ; and there are trophies, and othec 
,monuments of the value of their anceftors^ 
as in the arfenal of Bern. In the middle of 

the hall there are thirteen figures- of men in 
complete armour, reprefenting the thirteen 
Swifs cantons. 

• The country between Soleurre ^nd Bafil^ 

• • • 

though very hilly, is beautiful, perhaps the 
more fo on that account ; becaufe of the 
variety of furface and different Views it 
prefents. Harvey and I had more leifure 
to admire thofe fine landfcapes than we 
wifhed, for the axle-tree of the chaife broke 
at fome miles diftant from Bafil. 



13 
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It was the gay feafon of the vintage .-i— 
Yhe country was crowded* with peafantry- 
6f both fexes and every age, «li employed • 
in gathering and carrying hoidc^ thii grapes. I 

Our walk for thefe few miles wai' agreeable 
and aniufing. ' Iii all cblintries . this is the 
feafon o^ joy a^d feftivity, and ;approa4:hes 
nearcft'the exaggerated defci;iption, /wrjjigh 

the ancient poets have given of rural hap- 

»■*...■ ' '■ 

pinefs. Perhaps there is ,in reality not fo 
f much exaggeration in their defcription, as 
alteration in our manners.— For if the p6a- 
fants Were allowed to enjbythe fruits of 
their own lahbur, would not their lives be 

mote ' delightful than thofc of ah^ -other 
people?— ^Iri'fplte of poverty and opjireffion, 
a happf enthUfialm, a chartoi!% ^lAadnefs^ ' 
and perfea ' obliVioii : <bf 'car<^i -^ *c^^^tffufcd * 
all over'fraDce du:ring:the. :vintage.*rrlivef y 
viHage is enlivened widitnufic, datidag^ and 
gldc5»^73iiid were-itx.nt)t- for theitrtattqred 
cl^ttieii' ami en^clated'^oUntehalices/ one 

9 

who viewed ' tfaaini - itt. Jtlie vintiige' Mfon, 
Vat. I. Y would 
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would iiQagraiQ the country people of France 
itx 2t {itwi<tion ^ eovia^le as that which, ac- 
cording to the poet^ was formerly enjoyed 
by the. Shepherds of Arcadia.— -The pea- 
fantry of- thh country have riot fo great i 
fenfibHity or exptisffion of joy; and; though 
Wcffe^^ with' heakh, freedom, and- sAun- 
dance, a'compofed 'fatisfadion, a kind of 
phlegmatic: good-hntnour, mark the houn- 
daries of Iheir happinefs. 

,Wheiii, we. arrived at.Bafil, we went di- 
re^ly :t?>, the- Three K^ings. This ^ inn,, m 
point, ^^ fituatio^) Is the moft agjreeable your 
c^E \);el^.imagjine< ./Tbe Rhooe waihes its 
w^ls, ^j^d,;t|3ie windows of a large, cfimng^ 
rponir Um^ aciro^ that iKxble i;iyec t& the 
filrtile p^]|)fr on the oppefite fide. 

i anti jttft iretumedrfrpm that fiinae dining^ 
rooiBy where Harvey raird I thought ptcpar 
to {apk*i^Th^tc werej<tfin ora dozen ipepfilfi 
ati tabl^k- I f^t ne9t:tp agente^iUbQliiOig 
nua febn^ jStraibouaqg,.: witb ivhom J cast- 
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^rarfc^ 4 good' deal doTuig fappen He hxi 
fwhisfcomparafoti a roMfid^faced, idfy^ pkmpp 
gentfetnacrr, from Amff 6rdam^ y/tho* did ftO!? 
(peak French J btit theSirafbuTghieraAfrdf^ 
cd him from time to time in Low Dtrtdh/ 
tb which^ the' other implied by nodtf. 

•When the retreat of the greater part of 
the con^any had contracted the little circle 
whtcb remained>i exprefled fome regret to 
my Stralbourg acquaintance, that.Mr.Har- 
vey and I could not fpeak a little Dfltch ; ot 
that his friend could not fpeak French, that 
we might enjoy the pleafure of his conver- 

fation. This was immediately tranflated 
to the Dutchman, who heard it with great 
compofure, and then took his pipe from 
his mouth, and made an anfwer, which I 
got our intei"preterj with fome difficulty, 
to explain. It was to this efFedr— That we 
ought to confole ourfelves for the accident 
of our not underftanding each other ; for as 
we had no connexion, or dealings in trade 

together, our convexfitig could not poflibly 

Y z anfwer 
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anfwer any ufeful purpofe. Harvey made 
a low bow to this compliment^ laying, that 
the juftnefs and good fenfe of that remark 
had certainly efcaped my obfervation, as he 
acknowledged it had hitherto done his. 

A man that travels, you fee, my friend, 
and takes care to get into good company, 
is always learning fomething. — Had I not 
vifited the Three Kings at Bafil, I might 
have converfed all niy lifetime without 
knowing the true ufe of language. 



v> i 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 



BafiL ; 

'jpHERE has been an interval of three 
days fince I had the converfation with 

my ingenious acquaintance from Amfter- 
dam. We are afTured that the chaife, 
which has been accommodated with a new 
axle-tree, will be ready this afternoon. In 
the interim 9 1 ihall write you a few remarks 
on this town. 

Bafil is larger than any town in Swit- 
zerland, but not fo populous for its (ize as 

Geneva. The inhabitants feem to be un- 
commonly afraid of thieves, mod of the 
windows being guarded by iron bars or 
crates, like thofe of convents or prifons. 

Y 3 I obferved 
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I obferved kt the lower end of many 
windows a kind of wooden box, proj eff- 
ing towards the ftreet, with a round glafs, 
of about half a foot diameter, in the mid- 
dle. I was told this was for the conveni- 
ency of people within; who, without beihg 
feen, choofe to fit at the windows, and 
amufe themfelves by looking at the paf- 
(engers ; — that they were moftly occupied 
by the ladies, who are taught to think i( 
Indecent to appear at (he windows. 

The inhabitants of Bafil feem to be of 
^ referved and faturnine difpofition ; whe* 
ther it is natural or afieded I cannot tell, 
but the few I converfed with, had fome-? 
thing uncommonly ferious and formal in 

their manner. How an unremitting gra- 
vity and folemnity of manner, in the com- 
mon afiairs of iife, comes to be confidered 
as an indication of wifdom, or of extraor- 
dinary parts, is what 1 never could under-? 
iland^ — So many ridipulous things occup-s 

every 
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every day in this worW, that iiflen, who ^ 
are endowed with that degree of fenfibility 
which ufually accompanied genius, find it 
very difficult to miintain a continued gra- 
vity. This difficulty is abundantiy felt 
even in the grave and learned profeflions of 
law, phyfic, and divinity; and the indi* 
viduals who have been mod fuccefsful in 
fuf mounting it, and who never deviate 
from the folemnity of eilablifhed forms, 
have not been always the mod diftinguiflied 
for real knowledge or genius j though they 
generally are mod admired by the multi- 
tude, who are very apt to miftake that 
gravity for wifdom, which proceeds from 

a literal weight of brain, and muddinefs 
of underd^nding. Midakes of the fame 
kind are frequently made in forming a 
judgment of books as well as men. Thofe 

which profefs a formal defign to indruA 
and reform, and carry on the work me- 
thodically till the reader is lulled into re- 
pofe, have paffed for deep and ufeful per- 

Y 4 formances ; 
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formances; while others^ replete with 
original obfervation and real inftrudion^ 
have been treated as frivolous, becaufe 
they arc written in a familiar ftyle, and 
the precepts conveyed in a fprightly and 
indiredt manner. 

Works which are compofed with the la-* 
borious defire of being thought profound, 
have fo very often the misfortune to be 
dully that fome people have coniidered the 
two terms as fynonimous; and the men 
who receive it as a rule, that one fet of 
books are profound becaufe they are dull^ 
may naturally conclude that others are 
fuperficial becaufe they are entertaining. 
With refpefl: to books, however, matters 
are foon fet to rights ; thofe of puffed and 
. falfe pretenfions die negleded, while thofe 
of real merit live and flourifh. But with 
regard to the men, the cataftrophe is often 
different; we daily fee formal affuming 
blockheads flouriih and enjoy the fruits of 

their pompous impofitions, while many 

men 
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men of tdents who difdain iuch arU, live 
in obfcurity, and die neglcQed. I aflt 
you pardon, I have juft recollected that I 
was giving you fome account of Bafil* • 

The library here is much efteemed.— 
It is reckoned particularly rich in manu« 
fcripts. They fhowed us one of a Greek 
New Teftament, with which you may be- 
lieve Harvey and I were greatly edified* 
We are told it is above a thoufand years 
old. 

At the arienal is fhown the armour ia 
which Charles Duke of Burgundy wan 
killed. That unfortunate prince has orna- 
mented all the arfenals in Switzerland with 
trophies. 

We vifited the hall where the famous 
Council fat fo many years, and voted fo 
intrepidly againfl the Pope. Not fatisfied 
with condemning his condu£t, they ac- 
tually damned him in effigy. A fan^ous 
painting, in the tpwn-houfe, is fuppofed 

td 
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to hare been executed under their aufyices. 
In thi&piece the Dqvil is reprefented driving 
the Pope and ieveral ecclefiaflics before him 
.to helU— Why they fhould fuppofe the 
Devil (hould be fo very adive againft his 
Holinefs, I know no reafon. 

Here are many pidures of Hans Hql- 

11 < ben's (who was a native of Bafil, and the 

favourite painter of Henry VIIL to whom 

he was firft recommended by Erafmus); 

particularly, feveral portraits of Erafmus, 

and pne (ketch of Sir Thomas More's fa* 
\ mily. Though portraits are in general the 
* mod infipid of all kinds of paintings, yet 
thofe of fuch, celebrated perfons, done by 
fuch a painter, are certainly very intereft- 
ing pieces^ 

The mod admired of all Holben's works, 

is a fuit of fmali pieces in different com-- 
partments, reprefenting the. pafiion and 
fufFerings of^ our Saviour. In thefe, the 
colours remain with wonderful vivacity. 

We 
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We were alfo conduced to tb/s diifti^l 
gallery, upon whofe walls, what is c^le<) 
Holben^s Death's Dance is reprefented* 
The colours having beea long exptffed to 
the air, are now quite faded, whic|i I caa 
fcarce think is much to be regretfpd, for 
the plan of the piece is fo wretched^ that 
the fined execution could hardly prevent it 
from giving difguft. 

A ikeleton, which reprefents Death, leads 
off, in a dancing attitude, people of both 
fexes, of all ages, and of every condition, 
from the emperor to the beggar. AH of 
them difplay the greateft unwillingnefs to 
accompany their hideous partner, ,who, re- 
gardlefs of tears, expoftulations, and bribes, 
draws them along. 

You will take notice, that there is a 
Death for each chara(f3:er, which occafiona 
a naufeous repetition of the lame figure ; 
and the reluSance marked by the different 
people who are forced to this hated minuet, 

is 



/ 



33X VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

is in fome accompanied with grimaces fa 
very ridiculous, that one cannot refrain 
from fmiling; which furely is not the 
€Sc& the painter intended tp produce. — If 

he did, of all the contrivances that ever 

were thought of to put people in good- 
humour, his muft be allowed the mod ex- 
traordinary. 

To this piece, fuch as it is, Prior alludes 
in his ode to the memory of Colonel Vil- 
lers. 

Nor aw'd by forefight, nor mifled by chance. 
Imperious Death direfts his ebon lance. 
Peoples great Henry^s tomb, and leads up 
Holben's dance* 

In this city all the clocks are an hour 
advanced. When it is but one o^cIock in 
all the towns and villages around, it is 
exaftly two at Bafil. This fingularity is 
of three or' four hundred years ftanding ; 
and what is as fingular as the cuftom itfclfi 
the origin of it is ' not known. This is 

plain^ 
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plain, by theit giving quite differeu^. ac- 
couats of it. - ■ ' : 

The xnofl popular flory is, tbatj about; 
four hundred, years ago, the city was 
threatened with an, affault by furprife* 
The enemy was to begin the attack when 
the large clock of the tower at one cn4- 
of the bridge (hould ftrike o^ie after mid- 
night. The artift who had the care of the 
clock, being informed that this, was the ex^ 
pe£ted fignal, caufed the clock to be altered, 
and it ftruck two inftead of one ; fo the 
enemy thinking they were an hour too late, 
gave up the attempt ; and in commemo* 
ration of this deliverance, all the clocks in 
Bafil have ever fince ftruck two at one 
o'clock, and fo on. 

Ill cafe this account of the matter fhould 
not be fatisfaftory, they (how, by way of 
confirmation, a head, which is placed near 
to this patriotic clock, with the face turned 
to the road by which the enemy was 

to 
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to have entered. This fame head IoIl» out 
its tongue every minute, in the moft infoit-' 
ihg manner poilible. This was originally 
a piece of mechamcal wit of the famous 
ciockmaker's who faved the town. He 
framed it in derifion of the enemy, whom 
he had fo dexteroufly deceived. It has 

been ' repaired,^ renewed, and enabled to 
thrufl out Its tongue every minute, for thefc 

four hundred years, by the care of the ma- 
giftrates, who think fo excellent a joke can- 
not be too often repeated. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



■^OTHING can form a finer contraff ^ 

' with the moufttains of Switeerlantf^' 

than the plains of Alface. * From feadl 't(i^ 

Stralbourg, is a continued, well' cu!t?vatfe^ 
plain, sis flat a^moft as a bowKng*gt«^0» 

We faW grea^ quarititie& of tobacco-^' hang- 
iiig at the f eafants* cJoofrs;'lis we came along; 
thJs herb being pkntifidljpctfitivatedm fhefti 
fiekWi'-*'" * - ' - ' . ^- ' ;.;,..•- 

We^have paflfeci ftm^-iliyiverya^ee^ably* 
ift this t<>\**. ' Oae csm fcareely be at a lofi 
fo^' gobd company and amufetneiit,: in if 

* 

place where there is a numerous French 
gflrrrifoii. Marechal - Contadea tefides here* 
at prefrtit, as commander of the troops^ 
and governor of the province. He- Krcs 

5 i» 
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in a magnificent manner. The Englifh who 
happen to pafs this way, as well as the of- 
ficers of the garrifon, have great reafon to 
prjiife his hofpitality and politenefs. 

After dining at his houfe with feveral 
Englilh gentlemen, he invited the com- 
pany to his box at the playhoufe. Vol- 
taiiU'e's Enfant Prodigue was a^^d; and for 
the Petite Piece, le Frari9ois k Londres. 
Qur-^ation is a little bannered, as you 
know, in the laft The eyes of the fpec- 
tators were frequently turned towards the 
Marechal's box, to obferve how we bore 
the raillery. We clapped heartily^ and 
fhewed the moft perfeft good-hun)Our. 
There was indeed no reafon to do other- . 
wife. The fatire is genteel, and not too 
feyere; ^nd repaiation> is made for the li- 
berties Jake n ; for in the fame piece, all 
manner of juftice is done to the. real good 
qualities belonging, to the £n^i(h national 

chara£fcer. 

An 
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An old French oflBcer, who was in the 
next box to us, feeiiied uneafy, and hurt 
at the peals of laughter which burft from 
the audience ^at fome particular paflages : 
he touched my fhouldcr, and affured me 
that no nation was more refpefled in France 
than the Englifti ; — adding, *Hanc veniam 7 
damus, petimufque yiciflidi.' 

It were to be wiflied that French cha* 
raders, when brought on the Englifli ftagCj 
had been always treated with as little fe- 
verity, and with equal juftice ; and not fo 
often facrificed to the illiberal and abfurd 
prejudices of the vulgar. 

I have feen the greater number of/ the 
regiments, perform their exercife feparately, 
and there has been one general field day 
fince I came hither. The French troops are 
infinitely belter cloathed, and in all refpedt^ 
better appointed than they were during the 
laft war. For this reformation I am told 
they are obliged to the Due de Choifeul^* 

Vol. I. Z who, 
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iK^bo, though now in difgrac?, dill retains 

I inany friends in the army. 

There are, befides the French, twp Ger-? 

\ :pian regiments in this garrifon. Thefe ad* 

roit of the difpipline of the cane upon every 

' |light occafion, which is never permitted 

among the French troops. Notwithftand- 
ing their being fo plejitifully provided with 
thofe fevere flappers to roufe their attention^ 
I could not perceive that the German regi- 
pients went through their exercife with 
in ore precifion or alert nefs than the French } 
and any difference would, in my opinion, 
be dearly purcbafed at the price of treating 
pne foldier like a fpaniel. 

Perhaps what improves the hardy and 
phlegmatic German, would have a contrary 
pffe<9: on the more delicate and lively French- 
man ; as the fame feverity which is requifite 
^ to train a pointer, would render a greyhound 

good for nodiing. 

After 
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After all^ I qoeilioti very muth^ Whetb^ 
tbia fhocking cuftom h abfdutely neceilarjn 
in the armies of any nation ; for, Jet oup 
Martinets fay what they plenfe^ there is 
{nrely fome diiference betweeil men and 
dogs* V 

With rcfpe£t to the French, I am cDn- 
yiticed that great feverity would break their 
ipirit, and impair that fire and impetuofity 
in attack, fcnr which they have been dif- 
tingiu£hed, atnl which makes French troopsr 
more formidable than any other quality 
they poffefs. 

I muft own I was highly pleafed with the 
eafy, familiar air, and appearance of good 
wiU, with whiqh the French officers in ge- 
neral fpeak to the common foldiers. — ^This, 
I am told, does not dimihifh the refpeA and 
obedience which foldiers owe to their fupe- 
riors, or that degree of fubordiriation which^ 
military difciplin« exads. On the con- 
trary, it is afferted, that tp thefe properties, 

Z 2 which 
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virhich the French poflefs in common with 
other foldiers, they join a kind of grateful 
attachment and afiedion. 

In fome fervices, the behaviour of the 
officers to the private foldiers is fo morofe, 
fevere^ and unrelenting, that a man might- 
be led to believe that one of their principal 
enjoyments was to render the lives of the 
common men as miferable as poffible. 

If a certain degree of gentlenefs does no 
harm in the great articles of obedience and 
fubordination, it is furely worth while to 
pay fome attention to the feelings of fo large 
a proportion of mankind, as are by modern 
■ policy neceffitated to follow a military life. 
To put tbeir happinefs entirely out of the 
queftion, in the government of the armies 
of which they form infinitely the major part, 
IS rather hard treatment of creatures who 
are of the fame fpecies, employed in the 
fame caufe, and expofed to the fame dangers 

^ith tlieir officers, 

: ' . . When 
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When I began this^ I intended to have 
told you a few things about Stralbourg, in- 
ftead of which I have been led out of my 
way by French and German foldiersi— ^ 
Digrefling is a trick to which I atn very 
fubjed, and rather than not be indulged ill 
it, I would throw away rliy peri altogether. 

The Duke of Hamilton arrived here e:fc- 
adly at the time he propofed* 
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LETTER XL. 

Strafbourg^ 

'T'HE cathedral of Strafbourg is a tery 
fine huikliagy and ncTer faib to attra^ 
the attention of ftrangers. 
07 i > Oj /^v I Our Gothic anceftors, like the Greeks and 

Romans, built for pofterity. Their ideas in 
architedure^ though, different from thofe of 
the Grecian artifts, were vaft, fublime, and 
generous, far fuperior to the felfilh fnugnefs 
of modern tafte, which is generally c6n- 
fined to one or twto generations ; the plans 
of our anceftors with a more extenfive bene- 
volence embrace diftant ages. Many Go* 
. thic buildings ftill habitable evince this, 
and ought to infpire fentiments of gratitude 
to thofe who have not grudged fucb labour 

to 

and expence for th^ accommodation of their 
lemote poftcrity. 

The 
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The number and magnitude of Gothic//', /, /. ..J 

thiirche&, itk the different countries of Eu^ 
ropcf form a prefumption, that the dlcfgy 

were not devoid of jiublic fpirit in thofe 
days; fot if the powerful ecclefiaftics had 
then been entirely actuated by niotivea df 
felf-intereft, they would have turned ihA 
cxcefEVe influence which they Had acquired 
over the minds of their fellow-citizens, to 
purpofcs more immediately advantageous to 
themfeives ; inftead of encouraging them to 
raife ihagnificent churches for the ufe of the 1 
public^ they might have preached it up as 
ftill more meritorious to build fine houfes 
and palaces for the immediate fervants and 
ambaffadors of God — But we find very few 
ccclefiafttcal palaceS; in comparifon with 
the number of churches which ftill remain 
for the pubtic convemency. This fuflSciently 
fliews thp injuftice of thofe indifcriminating 
fatirifts, who affert that the clergy, in all 
ages and countries, have difplayed a fpiric 
equally prond and mjterefted. 
" *Z 4 No 
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No fpecles of architedure is better con- 
trived for the dwelling of heavenly penjive 
contemplation^ thaa the Gothic; it has ?. ' 
powerful tendency to fill the mind with 
fublime, folemn, and religious feqtiments ; 
the antiquity of the Gothic churches con- 
tributes to increafe that veneration which 
their form and fize infpire. We naturally 
feel a refpeft for a fabric into which we 
know that our forefathers have entered with 
•reverence, and which has flood the aP 
faults of many centuries^ and of a theufand 
ftorms. That religious melancholy which 
ufually pofiefTcs the mind in large Gothic 
churches, is however confiderably coun-^ 
tera£led by certain fatirical bas reliefs, with 

which the pillars and cornices of this church 
of Strafbourg were originally ornamented. — 
Xbe vices of monks are here expofed under 
the allegorical figure of hogs, affeSj monkeys^ 
and , fo^es, which b^jiog drefled in monkifix * 
habits, perform the n^pft venerable fundions 
of religion. And for thji* edifioatioa of thofq 

who 
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who do not comprehend allegory, a monk, 
in the robes of his order, is engraved on 
the pulpit in a moft indecetit pofture, with 
a nun lying by him. 

' . * * * 

Upon the whole, the cathedral of Straf- 
bourg is confidered by fome people as the 
xnoft impiouj), and by others as the merrieft 
Gothic church in Chriftendom. I leave 

you to folve the problem as you pleafe^— 
As for me, I am a very unconcerned paC- 
fenger. 

I fay nothing of the great clock and its 
various movements. Though it was an 
objedl of admiration when firft conftruded, 
it is beheld with indifference by modern 
artifts. 

I had the curiofity to afcend the fteepl^ 
of this cathedral, which is reckoned one of 
the higheft in Europe, its height being 574 
feet. You may eafily form an idea of the 
view from it, when I. tell you it comprei- 
hends the rc^wn of Stra^ourg, the jexteniivfe 

plains 01^ /V^Kice,: ^;v:ith the Rhine iio wing 

through 



X 



346 VIEW OF SOCIETY ANO 

through them. Such views are not un« 
common i They are always agfeeable^ but 
do not aftonifli and elevate the mind, like 
the wildy irregular, and fublime fcenes ill 
Switzerland. 

One forenoon as I was fauntering through 
the ftreets with fomc of our countrymen, 
we were informed that the mudc of fomc 
of the regiments bad been ordered to a par* 

tictdar church, where the Count de ^ 

fon of Lewis the XVth by Madame dc 

Pompadour, was expeded to be at mafs.— « 
We all immediately went for the fake of the 
military mufic, and found a very numerous 
and genteel company attending. . After 
having waited a confiderable time,*it flruck 
twelve, upon which the whole company 
retired without hearing the muiic or mafs. 
—After mid*day the ceremony could not 
have been performed, although the Count 
hand come. Something very important muft 
liave intervened to prevent a Frenchman, 

^od oxie of hia character for politefleis, from 

'./. J attending 
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attto^ing OQ fuch an occafion* There was 
however a murmur of difapprobation for 
this want of attention, and the priefl; vrAs 
not ap]daudedf who had ha2arded the fouls 
of a whole ^hurchful of people^ out of com- 
plaifance to one man ; for thofe who ima- 
gine that a mafs can fave fouls, muil admit 
that the want of it may be the caufe of 
damnation* Mr. Harvey whifpcred me, 
^ In England they would not have had' 
half the complaifance for the king him- 
felf, accompanied by all his legitimate' 
" children, that thefe people have (hewn 
V to this fon pf a w — e." 

To indemnify myfelf for this difappoint-. 
ment,. I went the fame afternoon with a, 
French officer to hear a celebratejl piie^ohef w 
The fubjcd^ of his difcourfe was the miferr 
Table fituatiou of men who are }H\4^x tl^Q 
dominioa of their paffions. — Do v(itt,.w^ 
ipT a famplc pf his difcourfe ?—^Here,it,is : 
-— rr". A flaye in the ,, fiJ^llej* <prie4 tba 
" preacbtfr) i? happi«r. ai^d. wore free, thita 

** a man 
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•* a man under the tyranny of his paflioas j 
•* for though the body of the flave is in 
** chains, his mind may be free. -^Whereas 
" the wretch who is under the government 
^^ of his paflions^ has his mind, his very 
" foul in chains;— -Is his paffion luft ? — 
" He will facrifice a faithful fervant to gra- 
•* tify it ; — David did fc— ^Is it avarice ?•— 
" he will betray his mafter ; — Judas did fo. 
•* — Is he attached to a miftrefs ? — he will 
•* mordet a faint to plcafe hcr?-^Herod 

" didfo/' • ^ 

As vre returned from the church, the 
French ofBcer, who had been for fome time 
in. a reverie, faid, Ma foi, cet homme parle 
avec beaiicoup d'ondion; je vais f)rofiteir 
de fotf {fermon;-^Ou eft cc que vous allez ? 
faid I.— *Je m*en vais chez' Nanette, replied 

\ he, pour me debarrafler* de iria paffion do- 

» • 

♦ minante/ 

Among the ciiriofities of the cathedral, I 
ought to have ttientiohed two laree Bells^ 

which they IhbW to ftirangers. ' One is- of 
: -> 5 brafs, 
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brafs, and weighs ten tons-, the other of 
lilver^ which they fay weighs above two.-** 
They alfo (how a large French horn, whoft 
hiftory is as follows: — About four hundred 
yq^rs ^go, the Jews forme4 a confpiracy to 
betray the city, and with this identical 
horn, they intended to give the enemy no- 
tice when to begin the attack. 

Is it not amazing that fuch a number of 
ftrange ftories have been circulated concern^^ 
ing thefe fame Jews ? 

The plot, however, was difcovered ; many 
of the Jews were burnt alive, the reft were 
plundered of their money and effeds, and 

banifhed the town. And this horn is 
founded twice every night from the battle- 
ments of the fteeple, in gratitude for the 
deliverance* ' 

The Jews, as you would *expe£l:, deny 
every circumftance of this ftory, except the 
murdering and pillaging their countrymen, 
fhey fay the whole ftory was fabricated to 

' furnifli 
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furnifh a pretext for thefe robberies and 
murders, and aflfert that the fteeple of 
Straibourg, as has been iaid of the monu- 
ment of London, 

^ f< Like a tall bully lifts the head and lies/' 
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Manheimt 

A LL the advantages I. might propcfe from 

the Duke of Hamilton's company, did 

not prevent my regret at parting from my 

friend Harvey, who fet out for Lyons the 

fame morning on which we left Stralbourg, 

Upon eroding the Rhine we entered into 
the territories of the Margrave of- Baden 
Durlaqh, which lie along the banks of that 
river immediately pppofite to Alface. 

At Raftade we were informed that the 
Margave and his family were at Karlfcruch. 
Raftade is the capital of this prince's domi-^ 
nioris. — The town is but fmall, and not very 
populous: — ^The Margrave's palace, how- 
pycr, is fuiiiciently large.-— We made only a 

fhort 
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fliort ftay to examine it, being impatient to 
get on to Karlfcruch. 

There is another very magnificent palace 
at Karlfcruch, built in good tafte. It was 
begun many years ago, and has been lately 
finifhed by the reigning prince. 

The town of Karlfcruch is built on a re- 

« 

gular plan. It confifts of one principal ftreet 
of above an Englifti mile in length. This 
ftreet is at a confiderable diftance in front 
of the palace, and in a parallel direction 
with it. All the other ftreets go off at dif- 
ferent angles from the principal one, ia 
fuch a manner as that whichfoever of them 
you enter, walking ifrom it, the view is 
terminated by the front of the palace. The 
length of thefe fmaller ftreets is afcertained, 
none of them being allowed to encroach on 

the fpacious area^ which is kept clear be- 
fore the palace* 

The principal ftreet may be extended to 
any length, and as many additional ftreets 

as 
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,as they pleafe may be built from it, all of 
which, accor^ag to this plao, willh^ve the 
palace for a termination. 
. Thelioufes -pi this town are alias uniform 
as thfe ftreets, being of an equal fize and 
height;' fo that one would be led to ima- 
gine that nqne of the inhabitant^ are in any 
confiderablQ degre$ ridhef or poorer thai;i 
their neighbours. There are indeed a fetv 
newlhouiesk moreietegant than the others, 
belonging teJcftn^^ of the .officers of tht^qourt, 
1)uiltatr-onerfide, pf rtl^^e .palace ; but they 
are ttot^^ properly fp§aking-^ i,p .the town. ., 

Haying an^x9uaced»^ in, th$ ufual .form, 
that; we ]Bpiflxed to,Jbave the honour of pay- 
ing ottr..ix)urt to.,ihe Margrave^ .an officer 
waited. OJi t,he,Diike of Hamilton, and con- 
4tt^edj.us.tp thcp^Iac?.: , . ^ •; , i *: 
. rFhere wei;e=?^, ^ii^Rer the re^gn^jg Princs 
and Prihcefs ; — three of their fons, thq eldefl: 
of* wfham ip mar;ried*tp -a^P/^i^peftiof ,K^fle 
Parqiftadt.— She, yvjth, chb^ ^pf,^^ fiftere, 
was. .pnefent, alfo the Princefe. Dowsiger of 

Vol* I.. A a Bareith, 
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Bareirh, daughter to the Duke of Brnnf^ 
wick ; two general officers in the imperial 
fervice, and other ladies atid gentfemen^ 
making in all a company t>f abcrrc thirty 
at table. 

The entertainment was . fplendid. — Thfe 
Margrave behaved with thepolitcfft attefiflioo 
40 the Duke of Hami4t6n» and with ft& 
^ability to every body. 

The Princefs of Bar^kh is of ? gay^Kvely^ 
<agreeable charader. Mt&r dinner the iMkfe 

look a view ef tte rfffierent apartments <^ 
the pakce,^ and afterwards' Walked with the 
Margrave in the gardtins ttfl ^the evening. 

■ 

The fam« company were at foppfer; a 
band bf miafic played during the repaft^ and 
the day went ofFin a more eafy, agreeable 
maimer than I could have expefted, eon^ 

Sdfcring the number of Princes and-Prin- 



i 

I ceflts. 
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' The Margmvfedf Baden Duriaoh 9§ be* 
tween forty trtid fifty years of -age. fie to i 
man of learning, good-fenfe, and bei*S\{oteat 

difpofitloo.. 
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dlfpofition* I had heard much, long before 

I faw him, of his humanity and attention 

to the well«beiag of his fubjeds. This made 

me view bitn with a cordial regard^ whidh 

his rank alone could not have commanded. 

He fpeaks the Englifli Iddgiiage with con- 

"fidelraLble facility, and is well acquainted with 

our beii authors. Solicitous that his fdki 

dhould enjoy the fame advantages^ he has eti- 

gaged Mr. Gramef, a yoUng g^citteman frotiti 

ScdtUnd, df ao iixiieUeiit chara6:er, who has 

beto for feverai years at this court^ as tutor 

-iiad companion ^ to tfa? young Prince. 

/ Tihe 'German Princes aife mi^te obferyers 
txf form. Tk« fame eflabliihti^eiit for their 
hou&hold, the fam;e dOiicets in: tbejpalace, are 

"to tsse Found here, as Lh tht court of the.moft 
fiowetftih monBLvdL i^ £ult)pe;ra^!l]he;dif-« 
fetthte lies m6f& in the &Uries thaii in the 

- tiaflentt teqiilfift Jbf ^feplaei&j obe Pay- 

!;mafter' fbr theiiDircescikas! ^xeatxsr. Emoluments 

' in fingland, than a Grand ^lasiechai, a Gmnd 

iChfltirihcrliin, :two Setretaties of State, and 

Aaa half 
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half a dozen more of the chief officers of a 
. German court, all taken together. 

4 

The Margrave of Baden has body guards 
who do duty in the palace, foot guards who 
parade before it ; alfo horfe. guards and hi^ 
fars, all of whom are pcrfedlly well equipped^ 

and exadly dilcipUned j — a piece of magni- 

.ficence which feems to br adopted by-this 

Prince, merely in conformity, with the cuftom 
long eftabliftied in this country. . . : 

He keeps on foot no other troops befides 
th6 few which are n^ceffary for this duty 

at the palace, though his revenue is moi^c 

cohfiderable, and his finances, are in mucl^^^ 

better order, than fome Princes in Oermatiy 

'who have little ftaading- armies in coiodftaAt 

' pay. He has too juft' an underftajiding not 
to perceive that the '^roatefl: army iifi- coii}d 

tpoffibly ifaaintwn,lQP<rfci:l)e lio djefencetohis 
do'miaipnsicfitifajted ^ i\i&y^tt b^jfe^ri^tlje 

powerful ftates of Eraace asid AuflHa ;" and 
probably his * pfinci^Iet laiid difpofiticfn 
prevent bim from thinking, of filling: bis 

. .-5 coffera 
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eeflfers' by hiring liis fubjedt&- to fordga 
powerSf 

If he were fo inclined, there is no man-^ cm tt/Aff*^ 
ner of doubt that he' might fell the perforis ai^t^/^^^^ 
of his fubjects as foldiers, or employ them : 

iti any other Way he fliould think -proper j 
for he, aB well as the other fovereign Princes 
hi Germany, has an unlimited power over 
Kis people. If yoa alk the queftion; iti 
^irea terms, of a German, he will anfwer 

in the negative, and will taTk*^6f certain 

- , .1 

rights which the fubjeds enjoy, and that 
they can appeal. to the great council or 
general diet of the empire for relief. But 
after all his ingenuity and diftin(9:ions, yoa 
find that the barriers which proteft tjie 
pcafant from the power of the prince, are. 
fo very weak, that they are hardly worth 

" / * 

keeping up, and that the only fecurity the 
peafant has fpr his perfoa or.property, mufl; 
proceed from the moderation,, good fenfe^, 
?tnd juftice of his fovereign. 
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. Happy wduld it be for maQkiad if thU 
unlimited power were always placed in ai^ 
equitable bands as tbofeof tbe Margrav^ of 
Baden^ who employs it entirely for the goq^ 
pf his fubje^s^ by whom he is adored ! 

This Prince endeavours, by every meaqa 
he can devife, to introduce induilry and ma« 
nufadures among his people. — ^There is 9 
^onfiderable number of Engliih tradefinen 
bere, who ipfke Birmingham work, and 
^flrudl the inhabitants in that bufinefs. He 
has alfo engaged many wat^h* makers fron^ 

Geneva tq fettle here, by granting them er^- 
couragementvS.and privileges of everj^ kind, 
and allows no opportunity to flip unimprov- 
ed, by which he can promote the comfort 
and happinefs 6f his people : A prince of 
fuch a charadker is certainly a public bleiSng, 

and the people are fortunate who are bom 
xinder hi$ government : But far more fortu* 
»ate they who are born under a government! 
Y^hich can proteft them, independent of the 
, virtues. 






virtues, and ia fpite of the vices, of th^ir 
fovereign. 

When we left Karlfcruch, the Margrave 
gave orders tbat w}e . inight be allowed to 
pai^ by a road lately finifhed, through a 
noble fpreft, feveral leagues in length. 
After having traverfed this, we fell in with 
the comn[U)n pofting road, entered the biftifip 
of iSpires's territories, pafled by the town qf 
that name, proceeded to the Ele^orate of 
Palatine, and a^-rived the fatpe niglit at 
Manheim. 

All the countriejs I have ipentioned form 
one rich fertile plain^.; there are few or no 
gentlcDwa's hoiufes tp \iary tfie feene; no- 
thing \xot the palace of the prince asd jtb:^ 
cottages of the peafants^ the gentry living 
in depcndance at court, and the merchantf 
aqtd: diaaufafiurers in the umns^ 
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LETTER XLII. 



Manheim. 



'T^HIS is generally reckoned one of the 
moft "beautiful cities in Germany. 
The ftreets are all as ftraight as arrows> 
being what they call tirees au c ordea u, and 
interfedl each other at right angles. This 
never fails to pleafe at firft, but becomes 
fooner tirefome than a town ,built with lefs 
regularity. When a man has walkekL 
through the town for half a forenoon, hie 
eyes fearch in vain for variety : tlie fame 
objeds fcem to more along with him, as if 
he had been all the while a fhip-board. 

They calculate the number of inhabitants 
at 24,000, including the garrifon, which 
confiftscf 5000 men. This town has three 
noble gates, adorned with baflb relievos very 
beautifully executed. The Duke and I 

walked 
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• * - 

walked round the ramparts with eafc-inthc 
fpace t)f an hour. The* fortificatfons arc 
well-contrived and in good order, and the 
town acquires great additional ftrength from 
being alinoft entirely furrounded by the 
Neckar and the Rhinis, and fituated in a 
flat, not commanded by any rinng ground. 
Yet perhaps it would be better that this, 
city were quite open, and without any for- 
tification. An attempt to defend it might 
prove the deftrudion of the citizens' houfes, 
and th6. eleftoral palace. A palac€ is inju* 
dicioufly fituated^ when built within a for- 
tified town,' bjecaufe a threat from the enemy 
to bombard it, might induce the garrifoa to 
furrender. 

The electoral palace is a moft magnificent 
ftrudure, fituated at the jundion of the 
Rhine and the Neckar.— The cabinet of na- 
tural curiofities, and the coUedion of pic- 
tures, ar^ much vaunted. To examine them 
was amufing enough :-r-To defcribe them 
would, I fear, be a little tedious. 

The 
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The £l€(^ar himi^lf is. a maa of tails 
and gdagaifrcence, circumftaaces ia hU 
cteii'&^r^ wUcb probably afford xbm^ p>ea* 
iure to hitnfelf, and the ilrangers who. pai$ 
thU waiy, than to his own fubjeits* 

I accompamied the Duke to one of the 
officers of the courts whofe bufinefs it i& to 
prcfeat Grangers. This gei^tleman is re^ 
markable for his ama^^ing knowledge in all 
the myderies of etiquette. He entertained 
his Grace with much erudition on this fqb^ 
jkiS,— ^ never obferved the Duke yawn fa 
very much. — ^When our vifit was over, h^ 
aiierted that it had lafted two hours, ~>Upot| 
examining bis watch, he difcovered that h^ 

had made a miilake of one hour aad forty 

piinutes only. 

We were prefeoted the following day to 
the Ele^or and the Ele€lrefs* He wa« 
drefled in the uniform of his guards, feem$ 
to be on the borders pf fifty, and baa a fen^ 
fibl.e manly countenance, which I £(intoldi« 
the true index of his charaQer, 

The 
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The Hereditary Prince i$ a young man 
ol knowledgje and good fenfe. He furprifed: 
x;ie by talking of the party diijputes and adr 
▼enture3 which have happened of late years 
in England^ of which I fouod hiov minutely 
informed.,—' — Many people in Germany, 
have the £ngli(h news- papers and political 
pamphlets regularly tranfmitted to them^^ 
The acrimony and freedom with which the 

w 
( • 

highefl: characters are treated^ aftoniih andL 
jtmufe them, and from thefe they often form 
very falfe and extraordinary conclufions with 
regard to the ftate of the nation. 

As the EleSor intends foon to vifit 
Italy, great numbers of ofEcers hzv^ 
comt hither to pay their duty to their 
fovereign before he departs for that qoun* 
try. He is much efteemed by his officers^ 
with whom he lives in a very affable^ 
manner. There are generally thirty coveri 
every day at his table for them, and the 
ftrangcrs who happen to be at the court of 
Manhe&m. 

One 



364 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

One day at dinner a kind of buffoon came 
hito the roort). * He walked round the table 
and converfed in a familiar manner with 
every body prefent, the princes not ex- 
cepted. His obfervatioris were followed by 
loud burfts of applaufe from "all whom he 
/^^vr r/^<'^>r'^ addrefled. As he fpo ke in Germ an, I could 
", ^ (^r^/,.*-'^*^^ j^dg^^f ^^^ w^^ ^^^ flared around with 

the anxiety of countenance natural to a man 

, • " ... 

who fe6s a whole company ready to die 
with laughter at a jefl which he cannot com- 
prebends An old oflBcer, who fet near me, 
was touched with compaflion for my fitua- 
tibn, and explained in French fome of the 
mofl brilliant repartees for my private ufe. 
As this good-natured officer did not feerti 

^ • • • _ 

to have a great command of the French lan- 
guage, the whole fpirit of the jeft was allow- 
ed to evaporate '^during the tranflation :-^ 
At leafl I could not fmell a particle when 

the procefs was Over. However, as thefe 

* ' . * , ■ • 

tranflations evidently cofl .hihi a good deal' 

of trouble, I thought myfelf obliged to feem 

delighted 
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delighted with his performance; fo I joined 
in the mirth of the company, and endea- 
voured to laugh as much as any perfon at 
the table. 

My interpreter afterwards informed me 
that this genius was from the Tyrol, that he 
fpoke the German with fo peculiar an accent, 
that whatever he faid never failed to fet the 
-^bole table ift a roar; c'eft pourquoi, added 
he,il eft en poffeffion d'entrer toujours avec 
le deflert. 

•This is the Only example that T know 
remaining' of a court fool or licenced jeftcr; 
an office formerly in all the courts of 
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lETtER JCLIII. 



Manlieia!^ 

\^^ made a (hort jaunt to Heidielberg fli 
few days fincc* That town is about 
four leagues from Manheim. : 

. HeiiJcHicrg is fitualed ia a: hollow on the 
^baoks of the Neckar, and id ftirrouhded hf 
.charmisig hills perfc&ly cultbtated* 

More cheerful Icen^s of exuberaat fertj-^ 
lity are to be feen nowhere thari along the 
fine chain of hills which begin near this 
town. The fummif s of thefe hills are crown- 
ed with trees^ and their fides and bottomt 
are cloathed with vines. 

The Eledor's caftle is placed on an emi-^ 
nence, which commands the town, and a 
tiew of the valley below j but the caftle i£^ 

ftlf 
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ielf unfortutiately ist^ommanded by another 

• ■ 

eminence too near it, from which this noble 
tuilding Was cannonaded when the whole 
Palatine was pillaged and burnt, in coTife- 1 ^ oy^a 
quence of that cruel order of Lewis XIV. f 

* - '' JIM 

too literally executed by Turenne, * • 

The particulars of that difmal fcene have 
been tranfniitted from father to fon, and are 

ftill fpoken of with horror by the peafantrjr 

• • ■ - . • - . * 
of this country, among whom the French 

nation is held in deteftation to tliis day. 

While we were in the caftle we did not 

omit Vilifing'the renowned Heidelbergjunj. 

but as it was perfedly empty, it made btit a 

♦ '• • 

dull and unintereftin'g appearance, 

The inhabitants of the Palatinate' afa 

» ■"•«■- 

partly Pitoteftants, ?ind partly Roman Ca- 

thdlTq^, who live here iri harmony with eacli 

other. The great cliiifch at Heidelberg is 
■ . . ■ ■ ^ ♦ . 

divided into two apartments, in 6xit 6i 

which the PrOteftatits, 2^nti in the other tiife 
Tapifts perform public woffiiipr-^AHfiingif- 
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lar proof of the moderation and coolnefs of 

people's minds with regard to a fubjed that 

inflamed them fo violently in the days of 
their anceftors. 

We remained only one day at Heidelberg 
and returned in the evening to this place. 
The lives and manners of the inhabitants of 
this city feem to be as uniform and formal 
as the ftreets and buildings. Nq noife, 
mobs oi* huftle ; at mid-day every thing is 
as calm^ and quiet as. the ilreets of London 
at mid -night. This gives one the notion 
that the citizens are under the fame reftsaint 
and difcipline with the troops. 

I have feen thefe laft perform their ex- 

ercife every morning on the parade. I was 
a good deal furprifed to obferve, that not 
only the movements of the foldiers'mufkets, 
and jhe. attitudes of their bodies, but alfo 
their devations, were under the diredion of 
.the mjajor's cane. The following ihotions 
are performed as part of the military a)a- 

ncEUvres 
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noeuvres every day before the troops are 
marched to their different guards. 

The major flouriflies his cane; — the drum 
gives a fingle tap, and every man under arms 
raifes his hand to his hat ; — at a fecpnd 
ftroke on the drum, they take of their hats 
and are fuppofed to pray; — at a third, they 
^aUh their petitions, and put their hats on 
thmr heads.— H" any man has the affurance 
to prolong his prayer a minute longer than 
tke drum in^dicates, he is puniilied on the 
Jfpot, aod taught to be lefs devout far the 

future. 

The ingenious inventor of drums. certain- 
ly never dreamt of their becoming the rega^- 
latofs of people's piety. But the modera 
improvements in the military art are truly 
wonderful !— and we need not'defpair, after 
this, of feeing a whole regiment, by the 
progrefs of difcipline, fo modelled as to eat, 
4rink, and perform other animal fundlions, 
uniformly together, at the word of com- 
xnand, as the^ pokfe their firelocks* 
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LETTER ^LIV. 



/ 



Mdnheim* 

tJAVING left orders at Geneva to for* 
ward all our letters of a certain date 
to Manheim, and to dire A thofe which 
fhould come afterwards, to Frankfort on 
the Maine, I had the good fortune to re- 
ceive yours laft night. 
A / V. >r? f//^% I f^^^ ^s much indignation as you poflibly 
y7>r;i can, againft thofe who endeavour to hurt 

the peace of families by malignant publica« 

tions, and I enter fully into Lord 's on 

fo unmerited an attack. Yet I fhould be 
heartily forry to fee thefe evils remedied by 
any reftridion on the freedom of the prefs ; 
becaufe I am every day more and more con- 
vinced that its unreftrained produdions, the 

licentious news-papers themfelves not ex* 

cepted, 
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cepte^, have conveyed to every corner of 
<5fea$ Britain, -along with much imper- 
tinence and fcurrility, fuch a regard for the 
conftitution, fuch a fenfe ofthe: rights of 
the fubje<fl,.and fuch a degree of general 
knowledge, 9s ncvier were fo univerCiUy dif- 
fufed.over any other nation* Such a law a$ 
your: friend proppfea might, no doubt, .pro-* 
tei^Judividuals from tinjuft attacks in print ; 
but it- would at the fame time remove one 
great means of clearing their innocence, and 
making known their wrongs, when injured 
in a more efTential manner. It would limit 

m 

the right which every Briton has of publicly 
addreffing his countrymen, when he finds 

himfelf injured or opprefled by the perver-^ 
fion of law, or the infolence of ofEqe, 

Examples might be given of men of great 
integrity being attacked in the moft cruel 
and ungenerous manner by people high in 
office, and guarded by power. Such men, 
had no other means of redrefs than that of 
appealing to the candour and good fenfe of 

B b 2 the 
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tlve pubUc, wbidi they ufed with foccefs. 
Every miaiti*^ obfcrvation may fuggeft to hiw 
fiiany kinds erf* injuftice and oppreffioti^ 
^hich the rich, the infidibus^ or the powers 
ful, can commit in fpite of law, or perhapl 
by the aid of law, ygmnft the poor^ the mv^ 
fufpediDg, and the friendlefe.— Many, wko 

can filence confcience and evade law, t^femr 
ble at the thoughts of their injuftide tecfin^ 
publifhed; and nothing i€, nothing can be^ 
^ greater check to the wantonnefs of power^ 
ihan the privilege of unfolding private grie- 
vances at the bar of the public. For thu^ 
the caufe of individual^ is made a public; 
coDcern, and the general indignation which 
their wrongs excite, forms at once one of 
the fevered punifhments which can be in- 
Aided on the oppreflbr, and one of the 

ilrongefl: bulwarks that can be raifed in de^ 
fence of the unproteded. 

By this means alfo the mpft fpeedy apd 
fcffedual alarm is given all over the nation 
when apy great public mifcondud happens^ 



or 



I , 



MANMEHS m FRANCE, &e. 373 

er^opcm any: appeaiUfice of a dedgo agaiaft 
the conditudon ; and many evils are detedi- 
ed and prevented, which otherwife might 
have been uaobfet ved,, tilt they had become 
too ftrong fur remedy. And though this 
Kberty produces much filly advice, and ma-> 
Hgnant cenfors v^itbout number, it Itkewife 
opens the door to fome of ^ difierent char^Qt 
ter, who give ufeful hints to miaiftera, which 
would have been loft without the freedom 
of ^aoi^ympus piiblication. 

Tb^ temporary and partial diforderS| 
which ^r^ the ponf?(juences of public free* 
dpm, have been grc^atly exaggerated by fomc 
people^ and reprefented as more than ^qui-? 
valeQt to all the advantages refulting from ^ 
free government. But if fuch perfons had 
opportunities of obferving the nature of thoff 
pvils which fpring up in abfolate govern- 
metits, they would foon be convinced of 

their error, 

* 

The greateft evil that can arife from tb^ 
^^eatioufoefs which accompanies civil li^ 

B b 3 berty 
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liberty is, that p.eople may ra(hly take a diAikfe* 
to liberty herfelf, from the teafing. impertU 
nence and abfurdity of fome of her real or. 
affeded well-wifliers ; as a man might be- 
come lefs fond of the company of his beft 
friend, if he found him always iittended by 
a fnappilh cur, which without proTOcation 
was always growling and barking; 

But to prove the weaknefs of fuch con- 
du£k, we have only to call to mind, that the 
ftream of licentioufnefs perhaps never rofe 
higher than it did fome years (ince in Eng- 
land. — And what were the mighty evil^ 
that followed ? — Many * refpedtable charac- 

* 

ters were grofsly mifreprefented in printed 
jpublications. — Certain daring fcribblers 
evaded the punifhment they deferved : — 
Many windows were broken, and the charters 
of a few members of parliament were befpit- 
tered with dirt by the mob. ■ What ar^ 
thefe frivolous dtforders when corhpari^ 
to the gloomy regularity produced by de- 

Ipotifm J in which n^en arc obliged to the 

moft 
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tnoft painful circumfpediqn in all their 
adioQS ; are afraid to fpeak their fenti* 
ments on the tnoft common occurrences; 
fufpicious of cheriihing government fpies in 
their houfehold fervants ; diftcliftful of their 
own relations and moft intimate companions, 
and at all times expofed to the opprefGon of 
men in power, and to the infolence of their 
favourites? — No confudon, in my. mind, 
can be more terrible than the ftern difci- 
piined regularity and vaunted police of ar- 
bitraty governments, where every heart is 
deprcfled by fear, where mankind dare not 
afTume their natural chara£ters, where the 
free fpirit muft crouch to the flave in office, 
where genius muft reprefs her effufions, or, 
like the Egyptian worfhippers, offer them 
in facrifice to the calves of power ; and 
where the human mind, always in (hackles, 
fhrinks from every generous effort. 
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LETTER XLV. 



Mcdtx. 

XX7E left Manheim five or fix days ago. 
It is very eafy travelling through this 
part of Germany, the rdads being perfe£Uy 
good, and the country a continued plain^ 
From Bafil, to within a few miles of Mentz,^ 
the polling road does not make even the 
moft gentle afcent ; a vaft length of coun- 
try to be atl along a perfed level. 

By the great numbers of Monks and 
Friars^ of all colours and conditions, that 
are to be met near this city^ we were ap- 
prifed of ow entrance into an ecdefiafticall: 
ftatc, while'^^the plump perfons and rofy 
complexions of ^fe Fathers fufiiciently 
proved, that they ^3 not live in the fertile 

land of Rhenifh foi:. n:othing. 

7 However 
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Howevfer good Cfejftftkns they roigbt be, 
many of them had much the appearance id 
paying oecaflooal homage to the a{ic}je^f;^t 
beathe^ deity Bacchuis, without being tt^, 
flaraiDcsd tn tfadr worfhip like the foldien 
on the paftade at Manheim.--~OQe of them 
in particular appeared to hate juft irifeii 
from his devotion* — He moved along in 
the moft unconcerned manner imaginable^ 
without obferving any dire<3: courfe^ or re- 
garding whether he went to the right hand 
or to the left« He muttered to himfelf as 
he went.— »Doe$ he repeat his . pater-noiler ? 
iaid L — I rather imagine he praya from 
Horace, replied the Duke, 



-^— <^o me, Bacche, rapis tui 
Plenum? Quae ncmora, aut quos agor in 

fpecus ^ 

Velox mente nova* ? — — 



* O Bacchus, when hy thefe poflfeft, 
WJiat facred fpirit fills my rafvisg ^fcj|{l^ 
How am I rapt to. dreary glades^ 
Yo gloomy caverna^ unfrequented (hades! 

Euvcif* 

ba 
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On I^th fides of the Rhine the ground 
here begins to become hilly and irregular^ 
forming banks finely expofed to the fan. 
Here the beft Rhenifh wine is produced^ and 
even a very fmall portion of thefe exuberant 
banks is of confiderable vahie. A chain of 

■ 

well- inhabited villages runs along from 
Mentz, by Bacharach, all the way to Co^ 
blentz, where the Rhine is joined by the 
Mofelle. 

Bacharach is faid to derive its name from 
an altar of Bacchus (Bacchi . Ara) fuppofed 
to have been ereded by the Romans in 
gratitude for the quantity and quality of 
the wine produced in the neighbourhood, 
A little before we entered Mentz^ we pafled 
by the Favorita^ a beautiful palace belonging 
to the Elector, (ituated where the Rhine is 
joined by the Maine. 

Mentz is finely fituated, built in an 

kregular^ manner^ and moft plentifully pro* 

vided with churches. The cathedral is but 

a gloomy fabric. In this there is what 

they 
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rt^mber of ^ clumfy jet»»el8, -foirie relic*, ^ind. 

a^ 4Dighty rich- wafidTObe'-df pi-iefts' veft^< 
ments. 

' 'there a?6' fome trbop6 in thU capital, 
but I do: not tbink' : the loflScers have th«C' 
frnfart .prefutnptuous ait wbich gen^mUy: 
accompanies imeo of ibeir profeffiori. Tbey: 
dfeem . cQnfcious that .;thejrclergy ace their 
matters ;r.an^, I hayeapotiom are a Uttle, 
put of cQuptenance on thai; accopnt. 

• The ft^reets iWarm with ecclefiaftics, fome 
of them in fine coaches, ^ and . attended by 

a great number of fervarus. I ro^jaTked^ 
alfo many genteel airy abbes ; who, one 

could eafily fee, where the moft fafiiionable 

people, and give the ton at this place. 

Though it is mod evident that in this 

ele£torate the clergy have taken exceeding 

good care of themlelves ; yet, . in juftice to 

them, it mutt be acknowledged, that the 

people alfo feem to be in an eafy fituation. 
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. Tht peafancry appear to be in a (late of fiif* 
greater abundance thao (hofe o{ Frai^ce^ or 
even thorfe in the Eledot of Manhetm't. 
dominions. 

I have fome de(zre to fee ail Eeelefiaftlcal 
courts and would willingly yifk thia of 
Mentz ; but tbe Duke of Han^iUon^ wbQ 
feems to hate no esfceffive fondnefe for any 
courty fays, a court of eKergy men - mufl be 
more difmal and tedk>us than any other, 
and I fear will not be prevailed on to ap* 

pear at this ; in which cafe we fhalt leave 
thia place to-morrow morning early, wkhK* 
out farther ceremony* 



** ^ • tJk 
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\jir)^E have been here two weeks. — ^To 
folrtn a proper judgment of the ge- 
nius and manners of any nation, it is ne- 
ceflary to live familiarly with the inhabitants 
jlFor a confiderabletime; but a fmaller degree 
of bbfervation will fuffice to give a pretty 
juft idea of the nature of its government. 
The chilling effects of defpotic oppreffion, 
or the benign influence of freedom and 
commerce, ftrike the eye of the moft carc- 

lefs traveller. 

The ftreets of Frankfort are fpacious and 
well-paved ; the houfes ftately, clean, and 
convenient ; the ihops well fumiflied ; the 
drefs^ the numbers, the air, and general 

manners 
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manners of the inhabitants, fufficiently 
{how, without other information, that there 
18 no little defpot within their walls, to im- 
poveriih them in fupport of his grandeur, 
and to put eycFyadtioqt^of their lives, every 
movement of their bodies, under reftraint 
by his caprice. ^ 

TJw bcHifes . arc - of brick, but have a 
better appearance than, brick, houf^s in ge- 
neral, owing chiefly to their being qovered 

with a kind of reddifli ftucco, which is 
come into ufe here of late, and, it is 
believed, will render the buildings more 
durable. The fronts of many of the fineft 
are alfo adorned with has reliefs of white 

ftucco, in imitation of marble. Thefe 
white drnaments, on the red ground, form 
too ftrong a contraft, and do not pleafe aQ 
eye fond of fimplicity. But the Germans, 
in general, have a tafte for fhowy ornar 
ment, in their drefs, furniture, and houfes. 
Frankfort is a free imperial city, having a 

(mall 
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fmall territory belonging to it, and 18 go- 
verned by its own magiftracy. . ' 

All religions are tolerated here, under 
certain reftridlions ; but Lutheranifm is the 
cftablifhed faith, as the magiftrates are of 
that communion. ' 

The principal church is in the pdffeflSon 
of the Roman Catholics, but no public 
proceifion of the hoft is permitted through 

« 

the ftreets. All the ceremonies of their 
religion are confined to the houfes of indi- 
viduals, or performed within the walls of 
this church. In it there is a chapel, to 
which the emperor is conduced imme- 
diately after his eledion, in order to be 
crowned by the Eledor of Mentz, 

The Jews have a fynagogue in this city, 
where, they perform their religious rites ; 
but the Calvinifts have never been allowed 

any public houfe of worihip within the 
territory of Frankfort. They attend divine 
fervice at a place called Bockenheim in the 

county 
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coanty cf Hanau, wiiere th^^y, lunrc hvSit a 
church. 

This is bust unkind treatment j anA it 
ieems, at Erft ilgHt, a Httle extraordiBary, 
that Martin Luther (bould ibow miore in- 
dulgence to his old enemy Lord jEetcr, and 
cvea to Judas Ifcariot himfelf, tl\an to his 
fcllow-reformcr John Calvin* , 

Though Frankfort is thouglft a fine town, 
sand the effe£t produced by the whole is 
magnificent, yet there are no buil^ngs in 
particular worthy of attention. It is ex- 

|)€ded, however, that all (Irangers Xhould 

viAt the town houfe, and fee the chamber 

« 

where the Emperor is eled^d. And it 
would be reckoned a great want of curiofity, 
not to fee the famous golden bull which is 
kept there with the utmoft care, A fight 
of this cods a golden ducat ; a fuificient 
price for a glance .of an old manufcript, 
which not one perfon in a hundred can 
read, and fiill fewer cati underfiand. 

A coun- 
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A countryman of ours, Who eJtpefted 
ttiore amufement for his moneys com- 
{)lained loudly of this as an impofition \ and 
on hearing a German talk of the high price 
which every thing bore in England^ he re- 
torted on him in thefe wordet — II n^y a 
Jien en Angle terre fi cher que votre taureau 
^er ^ Frankfort. 

There is a cuftom obferved hefe^ which 
1 fliall n^htion on account of its fingularity, 
though I enquired in vain for its origin. 
Two women appear every day at noon on 
thQ battlements of the principal ileeple^ and 
t)lay fame very folemn airs with trumpets. 
This mufic is accompanied by vocai pfalmo^ 
dy, performed by four or five men> who 
always attend the female trumpeters fot 
that purpofek 

The people here have a violent tafte for 
pfalaxrfioglug. Tliere are 1 confiderable 
number of men and boys, who have this 
for their only profeffion. They are engaged 

"Vol. L C c by 
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by fomc families to officiate two or three 
times a week in the morning, before the 
mafter and miftrefs of the family get out 
of bed. 

When any perfon in tolerable circum^ 
ftances dies, a band of thefe fweet fingers 
aflembles in the ftreets before the houfc, 
and chaunt an hour every day to the corpfe, 
till 4t is interred. The fame band accom- 
^ panics the funerals, finging bymaj all the 
way.; 

Funerals are conduded with an uncom« 
mon degree of folcmnity in this town :— - 
A man clothed in a black cloak, and car- 
rying a crucifix, at the end of a long pole, 
leads, the proceffion : — A great number of 
hired mourners in the fame drcfs, and each 
with a lemon in his hand, march after 
him: — Then coine -the fingers, followed 
by the corpfe in. a hearfe ; and laftly^ the 

relations in mourning coaches. 

• * 
- " ' '' ' ' • ' - ■ . 

The 
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■ The crucifix is cafried in this mantieir at 
nil funerals, whether the deccafed has died \ 

a Roman Catholic, a Lutheran, or a Cal- 
vjnift. That this cuftdm fhould be fol- 
lowed by • the two latter, furprifed me a 
^ood deal; . J fliould have imagined that 
the Calvinifts in particular, .whatever they 
did with the lemons, would never have 
been able to digeit the crucifix. 

There is a very confidexable number of 
Calvinifts in this place ; it is generally 
thought they are the moft induftrious. 

They unqueftiqnably are the richeft part 
of the inhabitants. . This may be partly 
owing to a circumftance that/ome of them 
confider as a hardflhip---^ — their being ex- 
eluded from any fhare in the government 
of the city. — Many bf the Calvinifts fami- 

lies are defcendants of FrericK ProteftantSi 

... . »• 

^ho left their country at the revocation bf 
the edifl: of Nanti. ' ' 
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There are fome villages a^ar Frankfort 
confiftmg entirely of French refugees j who, 
deferring their country at the fame time, 
iiave fettled here in a claftef* Their de- 

fcendants fp6'ak French in their common 
convcrfation, and retain many of their ori- 
ginal cuftoms to this hour. 
f Two or three families now living at 

' Frankfort are of Englifh origin. - Their 

predeceflbrs fied firft to Holland, during 
the perfecutlons in the reign of Mary, and 
being afterwards driven out of that country 
by the cruelty of the Duke of Alva, they 
at length found an afylum for themfefves, 
and their pofterity, in this free imperiai 

The number of Jews in Frankfort i$ 
prodigious,, confidering one difmal incon- 
venience they are fubjefted to, being 
obliged to live all together in a.fingk ftreet 
built up at one end: — There is a large gate 
at the other, whiek is regularly (hut at a 

certaia 
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certain hour of tht nighty after which no 
Jews dare appear la the itreets; but the 

ti^hole herd muft rematn cooped and 
crowded together, like Co many Mack 
cattle, till morning. As this ftreet is nar« 

90W| the rpom allotted for each family 

fmall, and as the children of Ifrael were 
never remarkable for their cleaiilinefs, stt^d 

itlways noted for breeding, the Jews* quar- 
ter, you will believe, is ' not the fweeteft 
part of the town. I fcarcp f hiak they could 
have .been worfe lodged in the l^nd of 

Egypt. 

They have feveral times made offer of 
confiderable furas to the magUlrates of 
Frankfort for liberty to build or purchafe 
another ftreet for their accommodation; 

but all fuch propofals have hitherto been 
fejefited. 

The Jews in Frankfort are obliged to 
fetch water when a fire happens in any 
part of the city ; and the magiftraiefi, in re»- 

C c 3 turn, 



3^ YIRW OF. SOCIETY AND 

turn, permit them to choofe judges out of 
their own body for dedfling.difputes among 
themfelvesj but if either party refufes.to 
fubmit to this, an appeal is open to the. 

magiftrates. 

They muft unqueftioaably enjoy fome 
great advantages by the trade they carry 
on, to cortipenfat^ for fiifih inconvenienci^* 
Puripg (he day-time they are allowed thq 
liberty of walking all over the town j .^ 

privilege which they improve with equal 
^(fiduity aqd adilrefs. Tl^ey attack you irx 
the ftreet, ply at the gate of your lodgings, 

and even glide into your apartments^ offer- 
ing to fugply you with every commodity 
joxi c^n have occafion fpr. And if you 
happen to pafs by the entrance of their 
(Irect, they entreat your cuftom with the 
violence and vociferation of fq many 
Thames watermen. * 

* I was twice at their fynagogue. There 
18 nQthiRg magnificent in their worfhipij 

but 
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but much apparent zeal and fervour. I 
faw one of their moft important rites per- <?/ 4 efVc/fv^ 
formed on two children. It was impoflible //f />k/> / A 
not to feel cpmpaffion for the poor infants^ /^/A^y^ /i 
thus cruelly initiated into a community, r/v,^i^>'*r,i'/a>i 
who had formerly the misfortune of being 
dafpifed by the Heathens, and now are 
execrated by all pious Ghriftiaas. 



Cc4 
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LETTER XLVII. 

frtnkfoKt en ttie Msdn^ ' 

l^OU will be furf^rifed at our remaining 
fo long at a plate where there is no 
court, and few of thofe entertainments 
which allure and retain travellers. The 
truth is, the Duke of Hamilton feems fond 
of this place ; and as for my own part, \ 
have farmed an acquaintance with fome 
very worthy people here, whofe friendfhip 
I {hall take every occalion to cultivate. 

Society here is divided into Noblefle and 
the Bourgeois. The firft confifls of fome 
noble families from various parts of Ger- 
many, who have chofen Frankfprt for their 
refidence, and a few original citizens of 
Frankfort, but who have now obtained the 
yank of nobility. The citizens who con-^ 

\ I ne^ 
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nt6t thetnfclves with ftrangers, have made 
their fortCinfes by commerce, which fomc of 
them ftiU follow. 

There is a public aflembly for the nobi^ 
lity once a week, at which they drink tea^ 
converfe, or play at cards from fix to ten. 
On the other nights, the fame company 
meet alternately at each other's houfes, and 

pafs the evening in the fame manner, NonQ; 
of the Bourgeois families are invited to thefo . 

parties ; but they have aflemblies of the fame 
kind among themfelves, and often entertaia 
their friends, and the ftrangers with whom 
they are acquainted, in a very hofpitable 
manner at their tables. The noblemen 
who refide in Frankfort, and the nobility of 
all degrees, and of every nation, who acci- 
dentally pafs through it, cheerfully accept of 
thefe invitations to dine with the citizens, but 
none of the German ladies of quality conde-» 
fcend fo far. While their fathers, hufbandst 
and brotl^ers^ are> entertained at a Bourgeois 

tablei 
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tablet they chufe rather to dine at home 
by themfelves ; and they certainly judge 
wifely, if they prefer a fpare diet to good 
cheer. 
I The diftinftion of ranks is obferved in 
Gerftiaiiy, with all the fcrupulous precifioa 

r 

that a matter of that importance deferves. 

There- is a public concert in this place fup- 

. port^ by fubfcription. One would imagine 

J that the fubfcribers would take their fbats as 

they entered the room, that thofe who camq 
carlieft would have their choice, — No fuch 

matter. — The twofirft rows are kept for thq 
ladies of quality, and the wives and daugh- 
ters of the citizens muft be contented to fit 
behind, le^ them come iat what hour, an4 
pay what money they pleafe. — After all,^ 
this is not fo bad as }n an afTembly of 
nobility, where commons are not permitted 
to fit, even in the lobby, whatever price 

they may bave paid for their feat . in par-* 
{lament^ 

Since 
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Since we arrived, the theatre has beeQ 
opened for the winter, by a troop of Ger* 
man.comedians. I waji there the firft night) 

previous to the play, there was a kind of 
allegorical prologue, intended as a Compli- 
ment to the magiftrates of Frankfort. This 
was performed by Jujiice^ Wifdoniy and 
plenty^ each of whom appeared in perfon, 
with the ufual attributes. The laft was very 
properly perfonated by a Urge fat woman, 
big with child. As to the twp fgrmer, I 
hope, fqr the fake of the good people of 
Frankfort, that they are better reprefente4 
in the town-council, than they were on the 
ftage. This prologue was concluded by, a 
long haraqgue, pronounced by the plumpeft 
Apollo, I; dare venture to fey, that ever 
appeared in the heavens above, or on the 

earth beneath. 

• After this the play began, which was a 
German tranflation of the Englifli play of 
peorge Barnwell, with confiderable altera- 
tions. 
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tioos. Barnwell is reprefented as an impru« 
dent young man ; but he does not murder 
hh uncle, as in the £ngli(h play ; or com- 
tnit any grofs crime ; the German tranflator, 
therefore, infiead of hangings only marries 
|iim at the end of the piece. 

Moft of the plays reprefented on the Ger* 
man ftage, are tranilations from the £ng1i(h 
or French ; for Germany, fo fertile in wri- 
ters in divinity, jurifprudence, medicine, 

chymiftry, and other parts of natural philo* 
fophy, has produced few poets till of late. 
Jam nova progenies cocio demittitur alto*, 

and the Gernian muf6 is now admired al| 
over Europe. Her beauties are felt and ap- 
plauded by men of genius, even through the 
medium of a ttanflation, which is a flrong 
proof of her original energy. It muft, how-- 
ever, be a great difcouragemeqt to Gerhian 
poetry in general, and to the dramatic in 
particular, that the French language prevails 

♦ Now a new progeny from heaven defcend. 

in 
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in all the courts, and that French plays are ^ 
rcprefentcd there in preference to German* 

The native language of the country is 
treated like a vulgar and provincial dialecSi^^ 

tvhile the French is cultivated aa the only 
proper language for people of fafliion.— * 
Children of the firfk families are inftruCked 
ift French, before they acquire their mother- 
tongue, md pains a:re taken to keep them 
ignorant of this, that it may not hurt their 

pronunciation of the other. I have met with 
people who confidered it as an accompli(h^ 
tnent to be unable to exprefs themfelves in 
the language of their country, and who have 
pretended to be more ignorant in this parti« 
cular, than they were in reality. 

. I have been affured by many who under, 
iknd the German language well, that it b 
nervous, copious, moft expreffive, and ca- 
pable of all the graces of poetry. The truth 
of this appears by the works of feveral late 
Wfiterst who have endeavoured to check thi$ 

unnatural 
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tinnatural prejudice in their countryhlcdj 
and to reftote the language of their anceilors 
to its native honours. — But what are thd 
efforts of good fenfe, tafte, and getiius^ in 
oppofition to fafhion^ and the influence of 
courts ? 

Among the tvinter amiifetnents of ihh 
place, traineau parties may be reckoned; 
Thefe can take place in the time of froft 
only, and when there is a confiderable 
quantity of fn'ow upon the ground. I had 
an opportunity of feeing a very fpkndid 
entertainment of this kind lately, which 
was^iven by fome young gentlemen to an 
equal number of ladies^ 

A traineau is a machine in. the fhape of a 
horfe, lion; fwan ; or in that of a griffin, 
unicorn, or fome other fanciful form, with- 
out wheels ; but made below like a fledge^ 
for the conveniency of Aiding over the/nQw, 

Some are ^irded^'and otheri?^ife ornamented 
according ui the whim of the proprietoi".— *^ 

A pote 
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A pole Hands up from one fide, to which an 
enfign of flag is faftened, which waves.ovjer 
the heads of thofe placed on the machine. 
The lady, wrapped in fur, fits before, and 
the gentleman (lands behind on a board 
made for that purpofe* 

The whole is drawn' by two horfes, which 
are either conduded by apoftillion, or driven 
by the gentleman,— The horfes are gaudily 
ornamented, and have bells hanging froni 
the trappings which cover them^ ' ' '- 

' This party, confided of ahout thirty 

traineaus, each attended by two or three 
fervants on horfeback with flambeaux ; for 
this amufement was taken when it began to 
grow dark.— One traineau took the lead ;— 
the reft followed at a convenient diftance in 
a line, and drove for two or three hours 
through the principal ftreqts and fquares of 
'Frankfort.— The horfes go at a bri(k trot or 
canter j the motion of the traineau is eafy 
and agreeable J the tells, enfigns, and 

torches, 
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torches, make s^ very gay and (howy dj[)* 
pearance, which feemed to be much reliflied 
by the parties immediately concernedj and 
admired by the fpcdators* 

A few days after this exhibition, ad 
vrc were preparing to fet out for Hanau in 
a traineau, Mr. Stanley, brother to Lord 
Stanley, arrived at the inn. Though-he had 
travelled for two days and nights, with* 
out having been in bed, he was fo little 
fatigued, that he went along with us. Ha« 
nau is fome leagues diftant from Frankfort* 
We had a full proof of the fmooth move^ 
ment of the traineau, which, in the time 
of froft, and when there is a proper quan* 
tity of fnow on the ground^ is certainly 
the moft delightful way of travelling that 
can poflibly be imagined. 

Hanau is the refidence of the I^ereditary 
Prince of Hefle CafleU As we entered the 
town we met the Princefs, who is fifter-in- 
law to the King of Denmark. She, With 

Toms 
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fdme :o£tbe kdies o£ tb€ court, waia^taikm^ 
th<^ aiir tfUb in a trimeaur - . ? 

'Befidesthe troops of Hanau, tworcgi-^^ 
mentsof Hanoveriaos . are there at prefent*! 
The Hereditary Prince is not on the bcft 
terms with his father. He lives here, howt 
ever, in a (late of independency, pofleifed 
of the ' revenues of this country, whichjs 

guaranteed to him by the Kings of Britain, 
Denmark, and PrufTia : but there is no in- 
tercourfe between this little court and that 
of Heflc Caffel. 

After dinner we returned to Frankfort* 
The Duke prevailed with Mr. Stanley to re<- 
main a longer time at Frankfort than he had 
intended. He is a fenfible young man of fpi- 
rit and ambition. His grandfather, the old 
Earl ©f Derby, endeavours to feduce him 
into holy orders, promifing him a living of 

2cool. a year, which is in the gift of the 

family. This you will acknowledge to be 

a temptation which few younger brothers 

V OL, I. D d could 
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cmiM- withftand. Nature^ ho^erer, leeiM 
to have deftined thie young gcbdemaii fot 
another line in life. Mj own opiftida is^ 
he would rather have the comiiiaad of a 
troop cf dragoons, than he promoted to dit 
See of Canterbury^ 
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IFVwikfort. •. 

COME of the nobility 1^0 refide in this 
ctty^ take ereiy opportunity of pointing 
out the eflential difference that there is^ and 
die diflin&iona that ought to be raadc^ be* 
tweea their famiiletand tbofe of the Bo»r^ 
gcob; who, though they htne^ by. com* 

morce^ or fame ptfoffsSooi «(^al^ igotoble^ 
(MCttined gre»t wealthy iBvMeh en»blei theci 
1^9 l}ve in a ftyle of : magnificence pphfcpm-i- 
Jijig their rank \ y^t their noble neighhpuci 
Infinuate^ that they always refam a v^Ip 
garity of fentitnent und jnaoner)^ unknQwn 
to thoie whofe blood haa ffowed pure 
through feveral generations/ unmixed witb 
that puddle which ftagnates in the Veifls of 
plebeians. 
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li^% 



The 



404 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND * 

The Duke of Hamilton does not feem to 
have ftudied natural philofophy with accu- 
racy fufficient to enable him to obferve this 
diftinAion. He mingles in the focieties of 

the citizens/ with as much eafe and alacrity, 
as in thofe of the nobility ; dining with the 
one, and 'drinking coffee with the other, in 
jhc. mt>ft itopardal '-aia'tinerijand^ between, 
the tyo,* he contriTi^ to amufe hiipfelf 
tolerably. Well. ..•.■..:. 

- . The' two -families with which we aire, ia 
the gi^eat'ef^^degreectf knit^eyi are thofe of 
Moor.-de Pnddia«rey ai)d Moivf. T. Qogk. 

The foFtA;e'f !|>»i:rnacipaliperron in the ma* 
giftracy^'a%iiin'i6(ftearBihg arid^ort^. His 
lady Is of a hbble ftmily rh'the dukedom 
fef Bmnfwicfc, a woman of admirable good 
fenfe 'and many acconipliihments. She is 

well acquaintea with Englifh and French 
literature. The French language (he fpeak; 
like a tiative; and though ihj& cfannot. cony 
verfe in Englifh without difBculty, (tic, i|fir 

derflands 
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ienftawk and relfiHes dui vkxAk offom^ of 

OWJ?«ft autltorjj^,, ..; t; - • . :•.:': :.;: .ill I 

' -MrJ Gogle ftaKfraVellcd dyi;r"'thc"^rcatefr 
pa»V)f-Eaf<3pfej and ii' e^uall^'acqiraihfed' 
^ftft-cnftfn and books. ^ He1iasfrti4dea'pren-' 
tS'&I ^ foBtune Bf roitfitfetcc?/'^aWf3 Wes jti a 
very agreeable and hofpitaWe thdtttier. 

Tn ttiefe twa houfes Ve occaf^haHy meet 

* "* 

with the beft company of both* the clafles of 
fbciety in this place^^atid iti one or other, 
when there 18 no public aflembly, we gene- 
rally pafs the afternoon. T^Thg. forrpcir part 
of \he, day (a |naw Raving [at^ly diflolvcd. 
the fnow) we often. pafs in jaunts to the - 

'..•'' jr.'.* ""J,-' 7- < >' z.t 11," . .' I 

environs of this place, whigh are v^ry 

be/iutirdi. ^ . ' ■ 

As the, Duke, of Hamilton and I were 
ri(}ing ^onc day along the hanks of . tha 



we obfe.rted a building, .whjch feemed to b^ 
the rehdence or^iome priAce, pr bilhop at 
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haft. We man- faacptikA' w« fte<i«r laid 
heard it fpoken of, as it had a tttott tai^tA^^ 
ficent Uppcax^ncc than aaj. Apderfi b4i|d« 
ing we hadicch fince our arrival in Gkiyr 
many.. We rode tqp, aod upon ciMeiiag 
h, found that the apartmenta within, thoiu^ 
not laid out in the bed tafte, ieemed to ooi;« 
refpond^ in point of pxpence^ with the. ex* 
ternal appearance* 

• • » » • • » 

We were informed by the workmen, wha 
were employed in finifhing the(e apart* 
snents, that this palace longed to a to- 

baceonlft in Fnnkfprt. where he ftill kept 

1 . . . . fi . . , . . • , * 

Ihop, and ' had iiccumulated a prodigious 
fortune by miking and felling fnuC 

Near to ihd principal houfe, th^e i% 
another great building, intended for a work-* 
houfe, in which' fobaccb is to be manu- 
fadured, with many apartments foi' the 
workmen, and vaulted cellars, in which. the 
variou^ kinds of fnuS* are . to be kept moi% 
till Tent for inland'late to Frabkfort, or 

Chipped oh tVe Maihe for loreign markets. 

The 






lAg^ 2^ t^e greater Ai^inber :^;th«fe ht^ 
longed to t]«e jdiwdliiigthoi^^ : . Wir £il ftQ| 
<^ttfe to pONlt the man by- diflfctik ;^ttef4 

tiooti and thcmfoce refiraked fk^^iaqilii^ 
ing, what u£r he inceadiid to makei^l)^ |iiot| 

feeiQi^ rather coatrived (as. |>ads|^^ 

Brankfinet, tbougk far^ iios h^t^ vpio^ yc»t# 
eftabHfhed th«t^ had aji^Ued >l9'^he> iaild 
gi/lratBS fiivUbeftyt^ purchase atseftmi^oc 
of gfioiiadf cm vfhkh he propdlvi^ t^^ttiM^ 

Jiy any bm ci^7sn«» wtt^Oitf tlie^oa&nEt^^ 
tbc council,. Thi» hieing r«f»fed^.h«^b9li$W 
f^, littlp , pic(f$. <)f \md m. t^j t^rrltopjr, of 

^i} ^^Aqfi ^ b%9l«,9f ^^rMfttne ;. i«nd 
^^^ Dd4 being 
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bcmg highly ^qlittd 4iy the Tefufat he 4iad 
met ^ Iviib^ -*Tik:^ the ' magiftrated^ he had 
reared « a > b AUding ^ grt^atly larger and more 
extdi%v8 thaa was^ tl^eflary, of than he at 
firit had intended, ia the fnll perfuaiion that 
the rjemorfe; ofl. the cuagiftrates would be in 
proportaoii to the fize of thi$ fabric* 

'< Thfe t%A>d^ct)nlft hSis ^ already 'experided 
fifty thouiknd jpou&ds' An this temple of 

Tciigeance, ^nd hie wrath againft the ma- 
giftrates feems to be yet unappeafed^ — for 
be ftiir ia^fiies hi$ mot>ey with ^ a rancour 
agamft thefe uofortunate .men, that ia very 
wxhecoimng a Ghcifliaai; ' The inhabitants 
of Fr»ilkfof t, while they .acknowledge the 
imprudence .of thermagiftrates, da not ap-^ 
plaud the iwiidoar of their amt?^Dnift, m 

whofe bnun they aiTert there muft be forrie 
apartments as empty - as any - in ithe* vaft 
ftrjitS^nre^he is building.' • * - *"''^^ -♦ * 

: Ayiother-day hii Grrace and -I iro^e 't6 
Berg€fe,*a fftiall village whtchhilf'tieeh' ren- 

flcicd eminent by*th^an4ift^ ^iri^'^ there 

^'.i . i 4. b (- by 



MTANNKHS JN.FRA^CE, &c- 409 

by Briiice Ferdinand on the French: army 
in the year * 759. 

• 

We iw^ere accompanield by the Meffrs. de 
Lcflener,' two gentlemen, now retired from 
the fervice, and living at Frankfort, who 
had been in the a£tioh, one a Captain in 
the Hanoverian army, the other of the 

fame rank in the French. ' "^ 

. , - • ' . . . 

During the winter of that mernbrable 
year, you may remember that the French, 
with more policy than juftice, had, fei?^d 
upon this neutral city, and eftablilhed their 
head-quarters here. This was attended bv 
great advantages, fecuring to them the courfe 
of the Maine and Upper Rhine, by^v?hich 
they received fuppUes from Stralbpurg; and 
all the intermediate cities. 

Prince^erdinand having formejl., the, de- 
fign of driving them from this advaotager 
ous fituation, before, t^h^jj; could, herein^ 
foi;ced, fudd^nly afl^emW^d his^rmjy^ .^hicH 
was cantoneji about Munft^, and aft^jc^htcc 
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days 
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days of forced marches, came in light o^tbo 
French army^ at that time commanded by 
the Duke de Biroglio, who, having received 
intelligence of the Prince's fchepa?, had mado 
a very judicious dUjpofition, 

On the afternoon, of the i jjh pf April,, the 
Prince began his attack on the rjght wing of 
the French army, which occupied the vil^ 
lage of Bergen.—^This was renewed with 
great vivacity three feveral times* The 
Prince of Ifembourg, and about 1500 of 
the Allies, fell in the aflion, which was 
prolonged till the evening j Prince Fer- 
dinand then determining to draw off bis 
trboDB, made fuch a dilpcHtion as perfuaded 
the enemy he intended a general attack next 
morning — and by this means Ke accom- 
pliihed his retreat in the night, without 
being harafled by the French. '^ 

* I have heard officers of great mprit aflert^ 
thaip nothing could be more judicjojifly 
planned and execMted, than this enterprife; 
the only oht bi importance, however, in 
^ 15 which 
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which that great General failed during the 
whole wan 

By this misfortune the allied army were 
reduced to great difficulties, and the progrefs 
of the French; with ^ the .contmiied retreat 
of the Allies, fpreid fuch an alarm over the 
Eledorate of Hanover, that many indivl* 
duals ibst their mod valuable eSeds to 
Stade,^; froiH^- vi^heflce. they might he, con* 

if^eyed to England, .,. The ^S^i^t of ^he 
Allies were foon after re^eftablifhed by the- 

dectfive vi£lory of Minden, which raifed 
the military chara^er of Prince Ferdinand 
higher than every though officers of pene- 
ttation, who were at both adions, are ftill 
of opinion, that his talents were to the full 
^ cOnf|)i&U0Ds at Bergen, where he was 
rej^lfed, aVaft the glbrious field of Mitid^iP,' 
by whkK Hanover and Brunfwfclc were pt«* 
i(ferv«d, i.nd the French obl^ed toataiidoik' 

ft '• i ^ r . ' , ' •■ ' * i' • - ' . Tt*'"^ 



. » ■ I 






412 VIEW OF SOCIETY AKDr. 



,.-••• 






• I 






1 A 



L E T-T ER XLIX. 



.. > 



J •^^ 






i# - •'« 



4, • .-'' -» 



• f^^ud^ort.^ 



t .1 



T Returned a few days fihce from Darm* 
ftadt, having accompanied the Duke of 

• * * ■ . . :. ^ . i \ 

Hamilton on a vific which he made to thaf: 
court. 



^ > J * 



The reigning Prince of Heffe parmftadt; 
not being there, we were directed to pay^ 

putfirft vifit to the Prin9efs Maximilian, 

^**. -li. r ' • .'^ v- -'...'.■ ^ » • ^' 

his aunt. — She invited us the fame evening 
to plavrat cards-acLcJ fupwith her. — There 
wer^ |bpi|tten people, at taljl<i.-:n:TI»f;P»0-. 
<¥ia,W« gayj affafele,.:and. t§)J5;a^e.-:TTXh^. 

Duke confefled he nev^jj ha4\ pafirq4.. .^^ 

• . - ». • • • 

evening fo agreeably with an old woman 
in his life. 

Next 
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'. Next morhiiTg we went to the parad^e^ 
Vrhich is an ohjtSt of great attention at thfs 
jplace. The Prince has a mod enthufialtie 
paflion for military 'manceuvreis and evolu- 
tions. — ^Drilling and 'exercifing his foldteri 
are his chiefs ^iimufements, and almoft his 
fole employment. That he may enjoy thft 

In* all^kinti^ of • weather^ and at every fea- 
fbn oftheyear^-he his huilft -a room'fuffi- 
ciently capacious to admit rjoo^ itft^ti, to 
perfor-m' their exerclfe in it all together. '• ' 

This, room is accommodated -with (ixteed 

• - • • .• 

ftoves, by Which it may>.e-kept.atthe.exa^ 
degrees of temperature which fuits " his 
Highnefs's ^rohftitutipn.— -On the morning. 
that we were' prefent, there was only the 
ordinary guard^ confifting of three hundred 
men, who having performed their exercifes, 
and marched for an hour tip and down this 
f|)icious Gymnafium, were divided into par- 
ties and detached to their refpedive pofts. ^ 

i' -The Darmftadt foldiers aire tall,, tolerably 

clothed, and above all tbin'gs t-emarkabty 

"- • well 
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tvieU powder^. Theyr go thnn^ tlieir 
li^noeuvreG with that d«3{terity y^Uok mny 
be expend of mea who are (^qntiuualljr 
employed io the &me adiQa, voder tbf 
qrt of their prince, who is ao adiziiiraUt? 
jildg^i and fevere critic in tht« part of the 
miUtary art. 

Tbve ia no regpalar fortification round 
this town; but a vary high flone-wall^ 
which IS aoc iptended tp prereftt an enemy 
from eiiteriQg,:)^ing by no me^M adequate 
to fuc^ 4 purpoie { but 9i«r«Iy . deigned to 
binder the ^rrifq^ &piB.<|e&i^iiQg»tp wbicb 
th^yare. exceedingly iadioed; iJ^eie poor 
men taking no delight in the warlike amufe^ 
inents which conftitute the fupreme ^oy of 
$heir royere^;n« 

Gemiaels are ^aced at finaU. diftances iU 

round .the wall, who ai:e obltged to be ex^ 

ceediogly alert. OiM foldier gtires the wordi 

ali is wcU iu German^ to his neighbour on 

the righti who immediately calk the fame 

<o the ceotiQel bejQjotd Hm^ ^od fo it goei 

round 
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round tin the firft foldier receives the words 
from the -left, which he tranfmitis to the 
rightwTdfmerly/and (b the call circulates^ 
without any intemiiffion^ tlurough the 
wholcuxght/ '"'' 

'- E'm^y othci* pare of garrifbn duty is per- 
formed w|th <qual e^adnefs, and all ne- 
gled$ as feirerely puai(hed ais if an enemy 
were at the g^teSt ' 

Th^ men are leldom mdre thah two 
nlght$ <Jut of three in bed/ This^ with 
the^attention requifite tb kebp their dothes 
and accoutrements clean, is very hard duty^ 

efpecially at ptefcftt, when the froft is uni» 
commonly keen, and the ground covered 
with ibow. 

There is a fmall body of cavalry at 
Darmftadt juft now* They are drefled in 
biiff coats, and magnificently accoutred*— -• 
Thefe are the horfe guards of the PWnce.— 
JFew as they are, I never faw ib many men 
together 4:)f fttch a height in my life, none 
of them being under (lie Engliih feet three 

inches 
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inches high, and feveral.of iheih C6nfider- 
ably above that enormous ftature. 
, The Prince of Heffe Danhftadt formerly, 
kept 4 greater pumber.of troops: At pM* 
fent his whole army does not . exceed five 
thonfand men. But as the condud: of 

« ♦ 

princes^ however judicious it may be, fel- 
dom paflTes uncenfured, there are people 
who blame him for entertaining even this 

nuihber» They declare that this prince's 
finances, being in very great diforder, can- 
not fiipport this eftablifliment ; whicb^ 
though fmall, may be counted high, con-^ 
fidering. the extent of his dominions. The^ 
Jqfid alfo upon the lofs which agriculture 
and manufadlures mud fuftain, by having 

the ftouteft men taken away from thefe 
rieceflary. employminta, and' their (IrengtK 
exhauftcd in ufelefs parade* For thefe rigid 
ccnfotB :haye .the afiurance to afiert, that, ah 
urmcy of five thoufand: fcen, though bur^ 
denfpme to the, country,: is not fufficient to 

I .. : defead 
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defend it; that the number is by far too 
great for amufement, . and infinitely too 
foull for any manner of ufe. 

The fame day, we dined with the Prin- 
cefs Maximilian, and in the afternoon were 
prefented to Prince George's family. He 
is brother to the reigning Prince, He 
happened to be indifpofed ; but his Princefs 
received the Duke with the utmoft polite- 
* nefs. 

Their two youngeft fons and three 
daughters were at fupper. The former 
are ftill very young ; the latter are well- 
looking, remarkably accomplifhed, and .do 
much credit to the great pains their mother 
has beftowed on their education. 

Next morning we were invited to break*^ 
faft, by the Baron Riedefal, at a pleafant 

country-houfe he has near Darmftadt. — 

His Grace went with him, in a carriage of 

a very particular conffrudion. The Baron 
Vox.. I. E e • fat 
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fat on a low feat next the horfes, and drove ; 
th« Duke in a higher place behind him. 
Each of thefe is made for one perfon bnlyj 
but behind all, there was a wooden feat, in 
the fhape of a little horfe, on which two 
fervants were mounted. The ufual pofting- 
chaifes in this country hold fix perfons with 
eafe ; and people even of the firft ranlf 
generally have two or three fervants irj the 
chaife with them. In point of oeconomy, 
thefe carriages are well imagined ; and, in 
the time of froft, not inconvenient; for 
here travellers take fpecial care to fortify 
themfelves againft cold by cloaks lined with 
fur. But when it rains hard, two of the^ 
company at leaft muft be drenched, for 
the German chaifes are never entirely co- 
vered above. 

I went with Count Cullemberg in his 
coach. We pafled the fortnoon very agree- 
ably at this houfe, which feems to be ad- 
vantageoufly fituated j but in its prefent 

* y . fnowy 
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fnowy drefs, one can no more judge of the 
natural , complexion of the ^ country, thaft 
of that of an adrefs new-painted for the 
ftage. 

We dined with Prince George, who was 

» 

fufficiently recovered to be at table. He is 
a handfome man, of a foldier-like appear- 
ance, and has all the eafe and opennefs of 
the military character. 

His fecond fon, who had been abfent for 
fome weeks, arrived while we- were at 
jtable. He k a fine young man,* about 
eighteen years of age. It was pleafing to 
obferve the fatisfadion which this fmall 
incident difFufed over the faces of father, 
mother, and the whole family, which form* 
ed a groupe worthy the pencil of Greufe. 

^^ * « * ^,^^.,,.41^— — m i«n ■nil**'''*' 

Do not fufpeft that I am prejudiced in 
favour of this family, merely becaufe they 

belong to a. prince. An appearance of 

doraeftic happinefs is always agreeable, 

whether 
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\ivhether we find it in a. palace or a cottage; 
and the fame fymptoma of good humour^ 
though they would not have furprifed me 
fo much, would have delighted me equally 
in the family of a peafant* 



THB END OP THS FIRST VOLOME^ 



Ui^iV. OF MICHIOAN, 

JUL 2 1912 



1 » ' 



Frinttd by A» Straian, Frinttn^treet, Ltnitn* 



